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HOusi ng tracker 8 Find out about new hOnes i N yOur ar ea

How many new hones have been added in yoUr ar ea and whok | s the government’ s t
arget?

3o Inside Air Force One as new era beckons for presidential plane
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New era beckons for Air Force On€@ after Qatari offer - but what’s it I | ke i nsi

e?
19 hours ago Share Save Ant hony Zurcher On bodrd Air FOrce One Share Save

Getty | mnges

Most journalist 5 travel Iing wi th the US presi dent don’t see much oF he inte
rior of Air Forc@ One, the presidential jeto The press Coabinisin the back of
the pl aNe, acc@ssible by QO rear set of steps apd A quick tUrn of a Corner. To
reach th@ presi dent|l ol suite at the Front of :F]e pl ane wOul d requi re negoti at
ing Wth the arnmed Secl” et Service agentS in th@ Next-dOor c@Nin. On Dondl d
Trunmp’s trip to the MddI e East thl 5 week, when the future of tl le famus pl an@
wes a huge tal ki ng point, Fox News host Sean Hannity had plori ty seati ng and
aCcess to the president tO conduct an in-flight interview Bul the reSt of us i
N ,the travel ling press pool Wére consi gned to oUI Smal | section of the pl ane
° I t wo5 a whirlwind trip, hi tting three nations in three nights, half QY \Xbrl
d awey. Ihe presi dent described it as an "€@nduranc® test " - one that his staff
and those of us | n the press pool hOM to menage, as well o The pr esi denCi al j et
I s not .2 bad way to fly, hoveV_ero Th@ 14 seats are confortabl e, roughly on par
with a I"I rst-cl ass doresti C fl | ghto There’s a bathroomand a tabl e with snacks
(i ncl uding the COveted Air Forc@ One-braNded NM&Ms beari ng the president’ 5 .
gnature, which aren’t avail abl e anywhere el s€). Qatar’s Air Force One offer angers

Trunp suppol ters

| s Trunp al | owed to accept 747 gift2 The cabin has a pair of tel eyi sion MahictO
rs - usually € uned to the President’s preferred cabl e news channe{ (CNN dL#i ng
Joe BiQen’' S term Fox News for Tr unp) » On occasi on, they’ ve been set to a 00
tbal I gam Or other 5 orting events. For IOnger flights, the on-board kitch
en serves pl ated rTeaI 5 (tF]e presi dent eatS froma different, fanci ell renu). On

short hops, there’s usually foOd in a takeawsy bage.

Watche Presi d€nk Trunp t Okes a questi on fromthe BBC’s Anthony Zur Cher on bo

ard

But the intel | Or of this FaMaus al rcraft could soon undergo a radical refit if
, 95 Iooks i kel y. Trunp accepts the Qatari offer to sUpply a new "pal ace in th@

sky he bi ggest Forel gn gift ever recedived by a US president. Techni Cally,

"Air Force One" isaradio call sign, the esi gNation For any Air Force aircra



ft with the US president aboard. The Srral | prop plan€@ Lyndon Bai nes Johnsol took
FrOmAustin to his Texas r anch in the 1960s wes Air Fogce One, too. But the Air
FOrce One rost people pi cture, the oNe featured in € he Horri Son Ford acti ol
film is the Boeing 747-200b w th water bl ve, steel blue and white paint Set ag
ai nst & chrome underbody - a col our schene pi cked out by FirSt Lady Jacki e Kenned
y in 1962, Currently there are two of these 7475 i N the Air, Force passenger Flee
i ogy — both I n aircraft desi gn a1

d everyth| ng el se - has cone a Iong wey in U he ensying years. Tl le pl Ohes have

t, in use since 1990, Ne@dl ess to say, techno

been Upgraded, bUt the costs of nai ntai ni nJ the air I sn® and engi neS are gro
Wi Ngo Th@ aircraf ar e showi ng their ageo

Thi S hdks cl early irked the Curr@nt White HoUse occupant — the only president t
o own his own jet, or for that natter, his own airline, prior to taki ng ol ficeo
"I | eave now and get onto a 42-year-ol d Boeing " h@ Said, exaggerati ng the p
&ay i N Abu Dhabi » "But new oNes
are comng." Coming, but not soon enough fOr Trunmpa Duri ng his Fl rst t€rm he
touled an updated presidential ai rcraFt, made My Boei ng, thdt ,wes i n the WO
rks. H@ @ven pi cked oUt hi S owN col oUr pal et te, scrappi ng Wennedy' 5 d
esi gn for a red-whi t €-and-bl ue livery. He proudly displays a nodel of that j et
in the Oval OFfi c@. Ori ginal |y pl anNed tO be delivered by 2021, del ays and cOst
overruns for the esti mited $4bn constructi On progf Orme have rmade It less |ike
y that the t Wb new pl anes on order will be avai I abl e For nuch, | any, of Tr
Unp's segond termin of Fi Ce, whi ch eX pires in JanuOry 2029, He hGS t Obske
r ti-bl 11ionsire Elon Muisk with sﬁdi ng up the process and reportedl

| ane’s age Uuring an industry briefing on Thurs

d tech mu
y groused in private thOk h@ is embarrasseld to tFavel in such an outdated pl ane

o

Gel ty | rages JaCki e Kennedy wetches Lyndon Johnson being sworn i n a5 presi dent
on bOal d after the asSassi nation of her husband, JFK, in 1963

That expl ai ns why the preSident has b&core enanvured vith the prospeCt of a seeM
ingly nOre i rmedi Oke sol ution to his air tralsport Wbes - courtesy of the Pers
ian Gul f nation of Qatar. News of Qatar’s offer of a | Qvisgh $400m (£301m 747-8 M
de headlines | ast week, but the gift apparentl y has been | nthe works For mnthS
o Trunp surl eptitiously visited the aircraft in question in md-I" ebruary, jUst a
few \xeeks oftel the stal ¢ of his second Eermin oFFiceo Asi de Fromthe | ega
| and ethi cal Concerns OF such a subst Olnti Ol gift - raised by cr itics and som
e allies of the presi dent - converting a For @i gn 747 For us@ by an Arerican pre
si dent creates a nunber of technical chOll| enges. The ai rcraFt woul d hOWe to be



rTaie capabl e of in-flight refuel ling and retrofitted with a sophi sti cat 4 pOick
age of copmuni cati onS and seCurity equi pnent o Th@ cUrrent n‘mdrl s have systens b
vilt to \X/I thstand the el ectrOrmgnetl C pul Se of a nucl ear expl osiono

Getty | mages Pr@si deNt Obarma ki ng calls on board in 2012

Such a refitti ng procesS, says aviation anOl yst Ri chard Aboul aF i & nanagi ng di
rector of A@I oDynamic Advisory, would take yeOrs, until 2030 at | east. "They hOl
ve to assune the jet haS been | eft undttended in a dangerous pl ace for 13 years,"
he says. "Which nEans [ t ‘s not enough to take the pl Gne apart. You al so hav
e Lo take evel'y singl e Conponent apart." The pl ane woul d need additional power to
runits neW5Ysten5, and its int erior Mght hOle to b€ rearranged. ChanceS
are ti-]ere’s no press cabin in the fl ying pal ace as ol igi Nally desi gnedoe Mork CH
nCi an, a senior advi ser \xjth the Center for Strategi c and | nternational Studie
s° Defense and Security Departrrent, says the costs of such retrofitti ng coui d ea
sily run to $1bn (£750m . He adUs, however, that Trunp coUld \Xéi ve sone, or aI I
,v\ﬁf the security nodificOltions i f he so chooses. "He’s the presi Uent," he saide.
en the Air Force ultimtely does retire itS current crop of 747s, it will put

to pasture an aircraft thal have been par t of fabric of Amican hi story Fol
decades. One that transportEd Presidenj Bill Clinton, alogg with forner President
s Ji nmy Cart er and George HWBush, to I srael for Yi tzhak Rabi n’ s FUnEraI in
1995, After the 9/11 attack on the Wrld Trade Center and Pentagon, George W
Bush toOk to th@ gki eS inAir F0r ce One and stayed al oft for hours, refue Ii n
g md-air, until hl s securi ty teamdeterm ned I t was safe fFoll himto | and and a
ddress th@ nati on, bef Ore ultimstel y returning to Washi ngtons

Get by ImngEs Presi dent George W Bush directing the 9/11 response fromAir Force 0
ne hours OF L er the attacks
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ls Britain real | y inchi ng back t Ower ds the EU?

The 5urght betw@en the UK and EU on 19 May Wl 11 be the first since Blexit - th@

very i Uea of it has pol ari sed opi ni ons

5. Breaking news, video and the latest top stories from the U+5. and arou
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“We’d given up” - PSV chanpions as AjaX sl Um costs th€Mkitle

PSV ar%Eredi vi si e champi oNs for a second consecutive seaion as they finish one
poi nt al lead of secoNd-pl aced AJ ax whose | ate-season col |apse cost them

6. Kashmirs Four days that took India and Pakistan to the brink
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R@lief in Rashl IIE = but BBC hears froMMfanlies on both Sides mourni ng the dead

18 hours agO Share Save_Far hat Javed in Pakiasjan-admini stered Kashm T & Aanhr
Peer Zada i n | ndi a-admi nI stered Kashmr BBC rld Servi Ce & BBC News Share S
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Sixteen—year—ol d Nimma stood outsi de, root@d to the spot, as the Indian mssile

s that had woken her a rolTant ago rai ned dom oN the msque a Few metres from

her house in Paki stan-admini stered Kashmir. She wall ched one teO¥ the n'hnare

of f the top of the bui | di nge But she faill ed to realise she, too, had been struck

- in tNe chest. WW€n the fam |y reach@d the rel ative safety of her aulNt’ s hous

e neal by, Sormone tur Ned on a phon€ torch. "My punt gaspedo Thel e was bl ood )
I hadn” t Seen it

nyny £l ocke 1t \X@Bpi nk and white but 110w Soaled in reds
b ey ran. "l wes r Unni ng but ny hand Wbs pressed on ny chest d

efore." Again t

he whol @ tire. | di dn’t went to tak€ it off. | thought if | | @t go, eVerythi
1 odged neal her heal t, sr}?]e

| Oker dl scover @d. A Few hoyrs later, in POonch, | ndi an-adm ni stered l_(aShnhr
, adi Fferent FOMIly was dod'gi ng shel | i ng whi ch Paki stan had | aunched | n resp
onse to India’s missile strikes. "WA€n the firing began, ev@ryone ran fol their |
ives - children clinging to their parents iN feal ," soi M Sudhan, 72. "Som
fam|ies nanaged to | eave for Jormu in their v@hicles. W al so deci d&d to escap@
o But barely 10 mnut®S intO our jourNey, a shell | Onded nedr our_vehi 1 €. Th
e shrapnel tor@ through € he cors My grandson di ed on the spot." "Uur ﬁuture w
as shOktel ed at thOk [very] mrent," M SUdhain Sal d of 13-year-ol d Vi haan’ s
death. "Now we’ I e I eft with nothi ng but griefo. | have vi tneSsed two \x,ars bet we
©n I ndia and Paki Stan, but n@ver in ny life have | se€n sh@I | i ng as i ntense as
thi so"

i nsi de me_woul d core OUto" A pieCe of shrapnel wes

Reul ers Vihaan's mother (centre) mourns her son Ok a cof ermt ion ground in Poonch

Ni nma and Vi haan were anong rany of the vill agers caught up i N the degdl i est att
ackS for seVeraI years in a deCades-I ong conflict bet_ ween two Of tI 1€ world
"5 nucl ear powers - | ndia and Paki stan. Both si des admnl sCer the Hi rml Olyon re
gion in part but claimi t infull o Botll governlM@nts de_ny targeting civilians,
but BBC jowgNalists in the regi ON have spoken t o faml | es caUght up in t he
violenceo | he strike that injured Ninma wes part of India’S Orned response afte
r aml |l tant OkcOkk kill€d 26 peopl e - mostly | ndian toUrists - last mNth
at a beauty, spot in | ndi a-admnistered KashI M r. Police there cl aired mlitants in
cl Uded at | east two Paki(sjan nati onal 5. Paki 5t O has dsked India For eVide

nce of thiS, and has call el for an i ndependent inquiry into who wes behind the a



tt Olckg=What Fol | Owed wos F our days of tit-for-tat shelling and drone attaCks, i
nt ensi F yi ng each day and cul minating i N missile stlikes oN mlitary bases, whi
ch thieatened £ O ti p over into full-bl oWA confli Cto Then, sudden1

kered by th@ US and other inC ernational pl ayers on 10 May brought the tWé

nucl ear pO\xers back fromthe brinks

y, a ceasefir

e bro

TASEER BEYG / BBC Nirmma Sti Il has shrapnel | odged insl de her bOdy

Fam|i €5 on both si des oF the Line of Control (LoC] - the de facto bordgr in K
ashmr - told us they had )had | oved ones kiI | ed and property destroyed. At i eOlst
16 peopl e are reporC el to have been killed on the |ndian side, \xhl | e Paki sta
n clains 40 civilian deaC hs, though it remai ns uNel ear how many were directl y

caused by the 5he| lingos We al so heard a8 om| ndi an gnd Paki Stani government i nsi

der’S about the mvod in their respective adrd ni stratl ons as the conflict escal a

edo I n Del hi”s corridors of power, the atrmvsphere wes i ni tially jubilant, an In&i
an governm@pt source tol d the BBC. |ts missile attacks on targets in Paki s an-ad
nl i sterel Kashmr and in Pa_kl stan itsel f - | nel udi ng the Bilal Msque in MJ:
aFF bad, whi ch | ndi a cl M is a WH tant canp, though PalTDstan deni es th

is - were deermed & success. " e stri

ara
escooxere not limted to I aki stani -adm ni
sC ered Kashmir Or al ong the Li Ne of Lontrol," an Indian gOve_rnnent source told
the BBC. "We \XEnt deep - even into t he Paki stani si de_oF PunJ ab, whi ch has al
weys been Pakistan” S IMed 1 neo" But the Paki sCani litary had been pI €pare
d a sOurce fFromthe Paxi stAn Air Force told the BBC. Days earlier, the Paki st
ani government said it wes expecting an Ok U ack. "W knew sonething wes coni ng,
and we were absol utel y ready,” one officer gaid, speaking on condition of anonynl t
é hed Paki st Olni territory and th@ air

I‘arce wes under instructions G o shool down any that crossed into its airspace or

Yo He sai | ndi an fl ghter jetS approac
ropped O payl Oad. Pakistan clains to have shot down five |ndian jets that night,
sorething | ndi A has I ermi ned silent ono "W were vell prepared, Ohd honest |y
, W& wel @ &l so | ucky, " the source sOid - hi s Olccount repeated by two oth@r s
ources. But M Sudhan, VI hean’s gr andfather, sai d there had been nO warni ng t
o stay i ndoor 5 or evacUateo “Why didn’t they i nfor m52 , the people, are ca
ught in tlle h ddl eo" It is Iikely € hat no evaCualion ordel s had Eeen i 55
ved because the Indi an goVernrrent needed to ke the MY itary StrikeS conFi
denti al, though the | ocal administration had, Foﬁ eloow' ng the Ap_r il mlitant atta
ck, directed |ocal s to clean out community bunkers as o preoautl onary rasure. A
éay, bOth si des | aunched drone at
tacks, though they gach accused the other of ndking Lh€ first nmov€. |ndia began t

o evacuate thousanUs of villagel s al ong the I ndian si d@ of the LOC. Just after

day after the initial msSile strikes, Thurs



21800 that @vening, the Khan famly in I ndi a-adrr'n ni stered Kashnmir deci ded they
mSt flee thel r horme in Uri, 27ﬂkm168 mles) to the north of Pooncl I, MO st
of th@ir nei ghbours had al ready lefto But after tI avelli ng for just 10 ninutes,
their v€hicle was struck by shrapnel froma shell, f Okal | y inj uli ng 47-year -ol
d Nargi s. Her sister-in-law HO¥eeza wes seriously injureds They headed to the near
est hospital, only to Fi nd the gates | ockedo "I somehow cl i ed the hospital wall
and cal led out for hel P, telling th@m W& had i njul ed peopl e with ps. Only then
di d Uhe staff cOre out and open the gateo As soon as they di d IU col | apSed
° The doCtors were terrifl @d by the ongoing shel | ing and had cl osed EVEryth

ing out of fear," Hafeeza saido Hafe@za s si Ster-in-law Narii.]s i 5 survived by six
children. The yoUngest daughter SOlham 20, Said the first Ospi tal they went t
o was not equipped to help, and as they headed tO another, her mOther died of her

i nJ uri eso
SYED SHAHRIYAR | BBC Sanam s mnther Nargi s wes fatally struck by shrapnel

"A piece of shrapnel had tor n through her face. My cl othes \xer e soaked i N her b
| oodesoVe kept tal king to her, urging her tO st ay with us. But she passed awsy on
the way." Since a ceasef'i re agreemant bet veen | ndi a a1d Paki stan in 2021 th,er
@ had been rel ative peace in the region, locals told the BBC. For the fi rSe tI m
e i n years, they had b@en able to |iVe nornal lives, they said, and nthhi 5
Sense of securi ty weis destroyed. Sanam who | ost h@r mth€r, saids "l appeal to
oth governments - if yoy're h@adi ng into Whr, at |east Secure your civilianse
Prepareooo Those who 5| t in conffort and dermaNd wer - they shoUl d be sent to
th@ borders. Lel themwitneSs what it real |y M3ns. Let themlose soneone be
fore \C heir eyeso" Sajj Old Shafi, the repr@sentative FOr Uri in the regional gov
erNMMM@ht, said he had acted as pronpt|y as possi bl e. "The mnmant | gol the n@w
s that I ndia has attaCked, | got in touch with peopl g and Stal ted mVi ng th@€m
out." After two days of attacks and counter attacks, te}\e | ndi an goVernmznt sourc
e said th@re was now a "cl ear Sense i NoospOwer corridors that thingS were escal at
ing but we were readyo "We were ready because | MNdia had spent the |last 10 years
r ita'y assets - nhssi | es, werheads and d
efence systEnso" On the | nternational stage, there hOM be€n consternal ion tha
t the tEnsions woul d not be de-escal OV ed by the US, dei%i te its dipl omatic over

acqui ring and bui | dl ng strategic m

tures during I ndia and Pakistan’S previ Ous Kashmir cl Osl les. US Vice Presi dent
JD Vance sOlid a potenti al war woul d be "none of our busi neSs"o Thi s statenent ca
me Ok no surprise, the | ndian governnent sourc@ Cold the BBCo At that stage, "i
t wos Cleal the US didn’t went to get invol Ved". By the Fol | owi ng day, Friday,

shel ling had becore nore intense. Muharmed Shafi wes at hore wi t h hisvifein



ShOhkok vill age in the NeE' um VOl | ey, Paki stan-admni stered Kashmr, on th@
LoCo The 3@-year-ol d wes _standi ng i n the doorway, J ust a few steps awey Fromwhel
e his soN wes playings hl 5 vife standing in thel r cOurtyardo

raseER 816 / 880 MhalMeds wife wos kil ec bY a strike very close to their h
ouse

"I rererb@r | ooki ng up and seel Ng a mortar shel | coming froma distance. I n the
bI ink of a'm eye, it struck hero She didn’t even have tl me to scream One s
econd She was there, ana

wes not hi ng | @Ft. Just a ol oud of Sroke and dust . M eOrs went nunb. Everything
went silent o | didn"t even realise | w5 scl eOming. "That Ni ght, her ody Iay
there, ri ght | N our home. The entire vill age wOl5 hi di ng i n bunkerso Ti.]e shel

N ng conlinved all ni ght, and | sCayed beside hell, weepi ng. | held her hand f
or as | ong as | coul do" One of thOse in a bunker wes hi 5 ni ece, 18—y€ar—0| d Um
ai M. She and her I"anhl Y Wére hol ed up in the Shel ter for four days, oN and of
f, in brutal condi tl onso "There were six or seven of Us packed intoit," she sa
ide "The oth@r bUnker was already full . There’s no place to lie dowl in there -

the next, she wes gone. Her facecoo her headooo thel e

some peopl e stood, others sat. There wes no drinking wat er, nO food," wi th peopl e
ShoUti nJ. crYing and reciting prayers in the pitch bl acke Also in a bunker, in
th@ Leepa Val | ey, Paki stan- drini stel” ed Kashnhr - on@ of the most mlitari
sed Olnd vul Nerabl e val | €ys in the regi On - wes Shans Ur Rehran and Fanil Yo LU i
s Shans’ 5 own buNker, but that ni ght he shOred it with 36 oth€r peoPl e, he sai

o Leepa i 5 surrounded on three Sides by the LOC OINd | ndi an-adnini Ster @d terri
tory, so&ham wos Used to i

prepOre

i ving \Xlth cross-border tensions. But he wes not

For the conpl ete destruclion of his hOuse. He Ief the bunker at thre
e in the nOrni ng to survey the scene. " Everythi ng wes gone. Wboden beand and (=
brl 5 fromthe house were scatter@d evel Y\xhereo The bl a5t wes so powerful , the
shockweve pUshed in the mQlin WOl | . The et Ol sheets on the roOFf wvere shredde
do The Enti re str Ucture shifted - by at Ieast two i ncheso

TASEER BEYG / BBC Shans Ur Rehrman’s house now has to be rebuilt after it was hit b
y three shells

"A house is a person’s life’s worke Fou're al weys trying to in'er{e it - but int
e NelumVall e
y, Ui ma and her famly al so ermerged on Saturday 10 Msy to a tI" ansfor red IandsC

he end, it’s all gone i n seconds,." our hours later, back int
apeo "We Came out of the bunker at s€ven in the nor ni |ig°| That’ s when we saw - N

othing wes | eft." As Unai ma surveyed the ruins of her vI age, I ndia and Paki st



an’ 9 Forces that day were trading ever nore destructive bI ows - firiNg mssiles

at Each Other’s nili tary | nstal | ati ons, whi ch both si des Olccused the other of
inst i gating. | ndia hdd targel ed three Pakistoni ai Il bas@s, incI uding one in R
avel pi ndi - the garr i s0n city that hous@s the Paki sC an Ay’ s General Headquart
erso "Thi s wes a red |ine crossed," said one Paki stani of | icer. "The pri ne nni
ster gave the go-ahead to C he arny chief. W already had a plan, Ond oUr FOrces
wer @ desperaE ely ready to execute | tooFOr anyOne in uniform it wes one of th
ose Unl"orgettabl e daYso"

TASEER BEYG / BBC The Neel umvalley lies along the Line of CoNtrol iN Paki stan-a
agmni stered terr| tory

Paki SCan hit baCk at | Ndian mlitary instal | ati onse On the dipl orrai c front, t
his wes seen as a nonent to highli ght the i ssue OF Kashmir on the international s
tage, an Offi Cial in the Paki Stan forei gn office told the BBC. "It was non—stopo
Endl ess meetings, coOrdination, and back-to-back calls to and fr Omother coqnt r
i es for both foreign mnister and thel the prinme mnistel . W el coned rredl ati
on offers fromthe US, the Saudi s, the Iranl ans, or anyone who coul d hel p de-esc
al ate." On the Indian sl de, the Pahal gamattack on 22 Apr| I had al ready pronP
ted EX ternal Affairs Mnl ster S Jai shank®r to speak to at least 17 world | eader
S or diplomats, including UK Foreign Secretary David Lamrmy and Russl an Foreign M
ni ster Sergey Lavrove | n mst OFf these conversatipns, he has t\Xéeted, the enph
asi 5 had been on the "cross-border terrorist attﬁct(

ase to hold the pErpetrator s accountabl e for tl le

" and fFocused on building ac
attacko. Then, on Saturday al t
ernoon local tilM@®, in the aftermath of the | atest mssil xchanges, cane a dl pl o
mati ¢ breakthrough out of Novhere. US Pr e5Si dent Donal de-r
ia t o) rEveaI that a ceasefire had been agreed. "After a | ong night of tal s red
i ated by the Unl ted StateS, | am pl egsed tO anNounce that India and Paki stan hOY
ve agreed tO a FULi_ AND | MVEDI ATE C ASEFI RE. "Congratul ati oNs to both Countri
es on usi ng Conmon ense and Great I ntell'i gEn e," he wrote on social nedia pl o
tformTruth SoCi al o 1 Ndia has si Nce downpl aye\d Washi Ngton’s role in the ceasef
ire and it haS rejected that trad@ wes used as a | ever t o achi eve t hi 5. Behi nd

runp took to soqi al ned

e Scenes, US nedi ator 5 di pl omat | ¢ backchanrgl s al\d regional players, iF;I U
ing the US, the UK and SOludi Arabi a, had prove
cl i nbdown, @xperts Say. "W hit Pakistani strategic bases deep insl de their ter

critical in negqtiatl ng tlle
rl tory and that nust have mrriﬁi the US," the Indi an governnRt sour Ce believ
eS. IN Ii'ahal gam the siFe of t

he searc

e mlitant gun attack that spar Med the crisis, t

isstill onl or the perpetr atorse



Getty | mages Pahal gamwes an areOl popul ar Wi th tourists

Vi Nay Narwal , a 26-year —ol d I ndian Navy offic@r, wes oN his honeyrnoon in Pahal g
Om he wes ki |led. He had got married just a wBek before the attack. A photo
OF i nay’ s wl% e Hi manshi, sitting near hel” husband’s body Fol | owi ng the
Oktack, has been v del y shar @d On soci a Maii 5. His grandfather Hawe Si ngh N
Orvsl wonts " exenpl ary puni shreNt" For Che killers. "This terrori smshould end.
Today, | lost ny grandson. Tororrow, Som@one else will |ose their IoVed one,"

he sai do
SYED SHAHRI VAR | BBC Raye€s used to | ead tI eks in Pahal gam

A witness tO the attack’ s aftermath, Rayees Ahnad Bhat, whO used to | ead pony tre
ks t o the beauty spot where the shoOtings toOk pl ace, sad his | ndu5t ry wes
now i n ruins. "The attaCkers my have kl |led tourists that day, but we - the peo
pl e of Pahal gam- are in ng every day since. They ve stained the nane of this pea
cefui tO\xnoooPahaI gamis terrorised, and its people brokel)." The attack wOks
a huge shock for a governnent whi ch had begun to actively prorrOte touri SIMn st
unni ngl y pi ct UreSque Kashm, fared for its lush valleys, | akes and snowcapped
Maunt si ns.

/ « Pope meets Ukraine’s Zelensky after inauguration Mass

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2xB2195zno

BEENEWS W
Pope neets Zel ensky after r/na gUrati on Nass

Zel ensky thanked the Pope for being a “clear Voice in defence’ of peace in Ukra

i ne

Zel ©nsky, US Vice Presi dent JD Vance and the US Secretary of State Marco Rubio



were anong di gni torl es in attendance.

AddreSsl ng thousands in St Peter’s Square, the Pope used hi s inaugural rﬁ_s to

hi ghl i ght goncerns about the wor in Ukr Ok ne, al So werni ng agai nst nar gi nal | sa
iol of tNe poor and autocracyo

Po?i ng on Tel egramaft@r the neeting, Z€lensky thanked the new Cal hol i ¢ | eade
r or his "support for Ukraine" and "clear vOice in d@FC@nce of a just and | asti

ng peace",
Wst Che Thousands att €nd LeO XI V' s inaugurat i on Mass

ThousandS of pilgrins stood in reverence a9 the pope received the synbol s of of

fice, bl essed the people and issued a strong call for unitye

He a So said he woul d seek to govern "without ever vyielding to the tenptatl on t
o be an autocrat".

The Pope used his Mass to criti el se "hared, vi ol ence, pr Ej udi ce, the fear oF
di fference, and an ecOnomc pal adl gmthat explol ts the Larth’S resoul” ces

and nargi nal i s€5 t he poorest"”,

Last week, Pope Leo offered the Vati Can as a venu€ for possi bl e peace tal ks
after RUssi an Presi#ent VI adi mir Putin turned down Zel ensky’ s offer to mBet Fface

-to-face in Tur key or negoti ations.

The pontl ff weis pictured shaki ng hOlnds wi th the Ukrai ni an Ieader, who al s0
hankeBthe Vatican for "its readi ness to becolM@ & platfor M¥or dl rect negoti

ati ons etween Ukrai ne and Russi o

Before the Mss, there were cheers I"r omthe cro\Xd when the pont| ff appeared i
n his pop€nobile as it drove al oUNd st Peter’s Square and doWA Vi a del | a ConC
i1l azione to the river Tiber and baCke

Ther@ wes A stroNg sense of exciterent i N the Squares Mchel | e, fromGernany, t
old the BBC she "came on pUrpose to se€@ the Pope"s

"I arrived yesterray i N the norni ng and I “mleaviNg in a F@whours, so | don’t

have muCh ti ne. t’s very crazy becouSe there’s So nany peopl eo | \xanted to se



e Che Pope,"

Meny of the ten5H)F thOusands attendi ng were Catholics, but Courists ol s0 core t
o be part of the I listoric occasione
Joe fromMssouri in the Uni ted States sOli ds "IWa're On vacation, but it’s Teat

ti nhngo W're here to see the Pope’s inaugural mMaSs. It”s very specl alo | “m

glad v cOne ol yo"

He said he was "extra proud" Co se@ the i r st Pope Fromthe Uni ted Stat @s.
"That WOk @ surpbiseo He’s gonna b@ & wonderful Pope. | amnot Catholi C, but |

grew up Catholic, ut thisis ju5t i nspiring no mat W er what denomination of Chr

i sti an you are."

Al s0 i n the croWhls wes Pi a fFrolMXhile, a proF essOr of phi | osophy at the Pon
tifical University of the Holy CrOss in Rone. Sh@ told the BBC she FeI t there

wes "a new hope | n the church"s

Pia sOlid that anong the Pope’F FirsC words when he wes el eCted was "Let the pea
ce be with YOU", the words o JesUso And then he said "don’t be afraid".

"He knows \x,hat the worl d and the church needs. A chur Ch that i 5 preachi ng hope,
pl’ eachi ng peace. | ehl Nk nany peopl e are WOl t ing for Chat," she Said.

The Pope's oF fi Cial i nauguration fol | owed the Mass, with a palli Umgarment - a
whi te wool en band - pl aced on the pope’s shoul ders, and fi xed in Place W ch thr

Qe pins to represent L he nails on the cross.
Cardinal Lul s Antonio Tagl e oF the Phl | i ppi nes then pl aced on Che pOpe’ s Fin
ger the Ring of the Fi ShermOn, a SymbOl of the papacy which beGrs an i nege of S

t Peter °

Pope Leo then took the book of the gospel s to bl ess the peopl e.

80 Australian Matthew Radalj tells of life in China prison
httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/c629664xp570




“You stdrt to gO crazy’ s The Australian who survi ved five years in a Chinese pris

on

19 hours ago Share saV e St ephen NbDOneI I Chi na correspondent Reporting from Bei
jing Share SaV e

EPA Australian MOtthew Radalj wes held for five years in a Beiji ng detenli on

Centre, sinilar to t e one pictured above in 2012

Shari ng adirty cell with a dozen otherS, constant s Qep deprivation, cells wit
h Iights on 24-hours a daye poor hygi ene and forced | abour. These are some of wha
t pri soNers in ChineSe joils are sUbj ected to, according to Australian ciizen
Mot thew ROMal j, \x,ho spent five years at the Beijing No 2 prison - a facility u5
ed I"Or int €rNational inl'T&eSO Radal j, who | 5 nOw i vi ng out si de Chi na,
has deci ded to go public about his exper | ence, and despri bed UndergOi ng and W
tnessi ng severe pgi\ysi cal pUni shment, Forced IabOur, Food deprivat i on Olnd
psychol ogi cal torture. Th@ BBC has been abl e to corroborat® ROMal j’ s testi m
ny with several former prisoners who Wére behind ba's at the sane tine he was.
Neny reQuested anonym \y, because they fear @d retribution On I oved ones still |
iVing insi d@ the countryo Others said th@€y jUst went@d to try Co ForgEt t
he expEri ence and nove on. The Chi nese governrm'\t has not responded to the BBC

‘5 request for commento
A harsh i ntroduct i on

"| wos in real ly bad shape When | arrived. They beat me for two days strai ght

i p=the Fi r st police station that | wOls ino | hadn't sl ept op. eaten or had weter
IFor 48 hQurs alNd then | wes forced to sign a big stack ol docunents," Si

d Radal j o? his i ntroduction to i Mrisonnent i N China, which began with his arr
est on 2 darFJary, 2020, The Forrrer Bei jing resi d€nt Clains he was wrongful |y

convict@d al tfr a fi ght wi th shopkeepers at al) el ectroni cs market, Ffollovi ng a
di spute ovell tlle agreed price to fix a robile phone screen. He cl ai ns he ended
up si gni ng a Fal se confession to robbel y, after bel ng told it woul d be pointle
5: to try Lo defend his innocence ip a systemwith an O mosC 100% crimnal conv
iction rat@ and in t he hope that thl s woul reduce the time of hiS I ncar cer a
ti ono Court dOoun‘ents indicate tllat this wOrked at | east to sone extent, earning
hima I"oUr—year sentenCe. Once in prison, he said he first had Co spend nany no
nths in a separate detention centre where he wes subj ected to a more brutal "trd

nsi ti on phase" .



MOt thew Radal j Radal j had | ived in Beijing foll a nunber of years \x,hen he was a
rrested in danuary 2020

During this tine prisoners £ I"ol low ext en@ly hOrsh rules in what he describ
ed as horrific conditions. TW were banned frolMshOwering or cl eani ng Oursel ves
, some\. ines for nonths al ati M. EwEn the toilet could be used only at specif
ic Olllotted tines, and they were filth ly - waste fromthe toil ets above woul d con
stantly drip down on to us." Eventually he Wés adm tted to the "normal " prison
where i nmateS had to bunk together in Crovded cells and gﬂere the |ights wer
e never turned offo. YOU al s0 ate in the sama room he Sai (. Accordi ng to Rada
lj, African @nd Paki stOni prisoners mad@ up the |argest groups in the facility, b
ut there were al so men being held f omAthani stan, Britain, the US, Latin Anerica
, North Korea and Tal wen. Most OF theMad been convi ct @d for acti ng as drug

mul eso
The “ good b€havi oUr poi nts system

Radal j said that pri soNers Wére regul arI y subjected to Forns of WAGK he desc
ri b%as psY chol ogi cal tOrture. One of these wos the "good behavi our pgi nts syst
en ﬁ

coul d obtai n_a naxi mumof 100 good behavi our pol Nts per mnnth foll doi ng thi ng
5 Ii ke 5tudyi ng ComUni st ParCy lit@rature, wor Ki ng in the prison factoly O
r sni tching on other Hi soners. Once 4,200 pOints were Occurul ated, they could in

ich w09 a wey — at Ieast in theory — to reduce your sentence. I risoners

theory be used to re\duce prison tine. | y0U do the maths, thal woul d ngan a
pri soner woul d have to get naXxi mum poi nts every single month for three-and-I lal f
y@ars before this could start to worke. Radalj said that inreality it was used as a
mealls of psychol ogi cal tortur@ and nani pul ationeyHe clains U he gual ds woul d de
I iberaely wei t till an inmte had al mst reacheld thi’S goal and then penalise t
hemon any one Of a huge list of possible infractions which woul d calcel out poi N
Ls @U the crucial tine. These infracti Ons incl ud®d - but were Mot Iimted to
- hoal ding or shal i ng food W ch other pri soners, wal ki [dg "incorrectly" in the
hal | wey by straying froma |ine pai nt ed On the ground, angi ng socks On ab

ed incorrectly, or even standing too Close to the wi Ndowe

AFP/Get ty The gates to Beiji ng Noo 2 prison, pictured in 2012, where RadIJ \XA
s hel d

Other prisoners who spoke about the points syStemto the BBC desclibed it as a mi



nd gane deSignEd to cl ush spirikts. Forrer Briti sh pri soner Peter Hunphrey, wh
0 spent two years in detention in hanghai , said his faCility had a simlar poin
ts cal cul ation and reduction system\xhi ch wa5S nani pul ated to control prisoners an
d bl ock senf ence reducti Onso "There were COleras every\XhEre, even three to a
cell,", he saido "I f yOu crossed a |line marked on the ground and were caught by a
guard or on canera, You woul d be puni Shed. The sare i f you di dn’t nake your
bed properly to nl Iit ary standard or didn’t place yoUr toothbrush in th@ riJh
t pl aCe in the cel| o "There wOS sl 50 group pressure on prisoners with €ntire ce
| groups puni shed | £ one prisoner did any o these thi ngs." One ex-inmate told t
he BBC that in his Five years in prison, F]

ly us@d to mitigate a sentence. Radal j said that there were a nUnber of pri sOnel

e never once saw the poi nts act val

5 - incl udi ng hl nsel f - who didn’t bother with the poi nts system So authorities
rEsorted to other n@ans of appl yi ng psychol ogi cal pr essure. These included cUt
ting tine off nonthly famly phone cal | 5 or the reduction of other percei ved bene
fitSe

FoOd As Control

But the nost cormon daily puni shnent invol ved the reduction oF F_Oodo The BBC h
OIS been tol d by nunerous fogner i Nnat @5 that the real s at BeiJ ing’s No 2 pris
on were mostly nade up of cabMage in dirty weter which soneti mes al so had bI ts o
f carrot and, if they wel e | ucky, sOl | slivers of Mt They were al s gi v€n m
Olntou -, a plai n northern Chinese breado Most of the prison@rs wer@ mal nourished
, RadaIJ added. AnOther pri Soner deScri bed I lowinmtes ate a |l ot of mantou, as
they were al ways hungryo He said that thel r diets were so lowin nutri tI on - an
d they could only exercise outside For hal f an hoUr each week - that they d@vel
oped flinsy upper bodies bUt retai ned bI Oat ed 1 0Oki ng stormchs From consU
mng so puch of the manlou. Prison€rs were Jiven the opportunity to suppl erelNe ¢
hei I i et by bin ng rreagre extra rationS, if IMiney FrOm_reI Okives had bee
n put | nto what were cal | €d their "accounts"s e55enti ally a prl son record of F
unds del ivel ed to pul” chase provisi Ons |ike soap or toothpasteo They could al s
o use this to pUrchase jtens | ike instant noodl € Or soy milk powder. BUt @ven
this "privilege" coUld be taM\en a\Xéyo Radal j sOlid he was bl pcked frommaking a
ny extra purchases for 14 nonths because he refused to work in tF\e pri son Factory
, \xher e inmgeS were expect ed to asserbl e baDi C goods for conpani es or coeri
| e propaganrga IeaFI ets For th@ ruli ng CormulNi st Party.

AFP/Getty | nages Madi & were given rare access to see | nside another Bel jing pr
ison - No 1 - back in 2012



To make things worse, the vel e made to Wbrk on a "farmi, where thEy di d manage
to grow a |l ot of vegetabI es, but wer e neVer al l oxed to eat them Radalj said th
e farm Wbs di spl aYed to a visiting justice i ster a5 an exanpl e of yhow i npl e
s5i ve pri son |iF@ \xaso But, he said, it was all for shoWt "W \XDU|d e grOw’
ng tomstoes, potatoes, cabbages Ond okra and then - at the eNd of the s@ason -t
hey wlU d push it Il into a bl g hol e and bury it," he ad\dedo "And i f you we
e caught wi th a cNilli or a cucul TBer | N general popu ati on you wOul d go s
trai ght to solitary confinenent For ei gl It nmenths." Anotl ler prisoner said th
ey woul d occasi onal | y suddenl y_recei ve protein, |ike a chicken | eg, to make their
diet 1 OOk bet ter whel oFFI cial 5 visited the prison. Hunphrey S5i,d there wer

hat thI s led top
Over struggl es anmong the i nmatess "Th@ kitchen w5 run by prison | abour. Those
whO worked there stol e the best stuff and it coul d th@n be di stri bUted." Radal |
descl ibed  battle between African ald Tai wenese groupS | n Beijing’ s Pri son N
o 2 over tE

re getti ng smal | benefi ts, like a bag of appl es once a month or sOme yogurt ol

e si rmI ar food restricti Ons in hiS ShOnghai pri son, addi ng t

i5 i ssue. ThHE i gerian i nmates were working I n the ki tchen and "w@
a coupl e of bananas", he sOli do

Courtesy Mstthew Radal j Radal j, pictured with hi 5 fFOlther, says he haS a respons
ibility to € hose still irTa'isoned

Then t he MOIndari n—speaki ng Tai Whnese i nmates were abl e to convince the guards

to | et themtake ovel , gi Ving themcont rol of preCi ous extra food itEnso h
iS led to alarge brawl, and Radal j said he was caught in the middle of it. He was
s€nt to sol i tary copfinerment for 194 days after hitting another prisoner. Insid
e solitOry, he final | y had th@ lights turned off only to realise he'd be with
very little light nearly all of the tinme, givi ng hi Mt he Opposi te senSory prob
Iem His snal | ﬁood ration \xas al so cut i N hal fo There were no reddi ng maC er
ials Olnd there wes nobody to talk to \x,hile h@ Wbs held in a bar @ roomof 1.2 b
Y 1.8 metres (4ft by 6ft) Ffor half o Year. "_YOU start to gO crazy, whether
you Il ke it or not, alNd t hat’ s what solitary | s design@d tO dos.So you’ ve got
to decide very quicWIly whether your roomis really, really srral [, or r eally, r
eal |y big. "After Four ronths, YOU i yst start talking to yoursEIF al | the ti neo
The guards woul d cone by and ask ° Hey, are you okay? o And you're like, ’\Xfuyo’
o They replied, “becaus@ you're | aughi ng' o" Then, Radalj said, he woul d respond,

in his own ninds "lt”s none of your busi Ness.

Another feature of Chi nese prI son | i f@, according Co Radal ji, wes the fake "pro



paganda" monents of i cial 5 Wbul d st age For Chin@se medi & or visiti ng officl al
s Lo paint a I osy picture of conditi ons thell e. He sai d at one point, a "conpU

ter suit@" wes set upo F\hey got evgryone together and told us that we’d get our

own emsi | addr @ss and tl 1ol we woul d be able to send eril 5. They then fil ned
three Ni geri al gUys usl ng these conputers.” The three prisoners apparently | Ook
€0 confused becOWs@ the conputers Wére not actual 'y connected to tha intern
et - but the guards had tol d themo just "pretend". "EVerythi ng wes F

to present a fake i nmge of prisoners with accesS to computel s," Radal j saido But,

i | med

he ¢l ai ms, sool after the plloto opportuni ty, the conputers were \xrapped upinp

| Okstic and Never touched agOli no

The renoi r 5

Courtesy Mstthew ROMalj Radalj kept a journal in prison (pictured) detailing his t
i e behind bars

Throughout rmuch of the orde I , Radalj had b@en seCretly keepi ng a journal by pee
ling open Covi d masks an(f writing tiny sentenCes insi de, with the h@I p Of so
me North Koreal pri soner 5 who Pﬁve al s0 since been rel easedo "I wOuld be writ
ing, and th€@ Koreans woul d says “INo smal | er cocsrmal [ eré” o" Radal j Said mally of t
he pl i soners had no wey of letting their famlies know they were in jail . Some
ad not nade phone calls to their rel ati ves because no noney had been pl aced in th
eir Oiccounts for phon@ calls. For others, thel r erbasSies had not regi stered FOA
my t €I ephone nunbers For the prisOn phop@ system Only Calls to of fi ci Ol
gnunbers workedo. So, after %rd

pl agni n t otry Lo smuggle hi S notes Out, they pas d oN details to connget
\xjth j'\ei r famli €s. "I had 60 or 70 peopl e hopi ngT f

ved on€s oftel | got out to tell € hem what was hOppeni ng."

'y appl ove got round that the Austral |l an wes

coul d contact their o

He wrapped the pieces of Covid mask as tight as he could with sticky tape hoarded
fromthe Factory and tlied to swal‘[ ow the @gg-sized bUndl e wi thout the guards
seei ngo But he coyl dn’t keep it down. The guards saw Wat wos hafJdpenl ng on carre
ra and started ast(i ng, "Why are you vonmiting2 Why do yoU keep Yaggi ng? What’ s w
rong3" So, he gave up and hid th@ bundl e insteOld. When he was about tO leave on
5 October 2024, he wes gi velN his ol d ol othes whi ch had been ri pped five years ea
rlier in the struggle oVer his initial arres\a . There wos a tear | n th@ [ini ng
of his jacket and he qui_ckly dropped the noteS inside before a guard coul d se@
him Radal j said he thl nks soreone tol d the prison ol fi cel s of his pl an becaus

e Chey seO¥r ched his roOmand questi oned hi mbeF ore he lefts "Did you forget sone



thi ng?" the guards Obsked. "They traShed al | ny b ongi ngs. I \XAS thinki ng t
hey’re gonnOl take IMA bac_:k o solital y confinenent. There will be new chargeso
" But the guard hol di ng h! s cl othes never knew th@ s@cret jour nal had been slip
ped i Nsi de. "They were || ke, * €t out of herel’. And it Whsn't until | wes on

ay lel t, alNd the seal belt si gn wes switch@d oFF, t

hat | reached into ny jacket to checko." The notes were still thereo

the pl ane, and we had al rea

Li Fe AFtEr Pri son

Courtesy Mot th@w Radal j Radal j Mried his | ong-tine girlfriend aF ter finally na
ing it baCk hone

9, inside the therapy room

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/cg5vyv6dnmgo

19 hours ago Shal e Save Ni ck Triggle * @i cktri ggle Heal th correspondent Shar

e SaVe

BBC / Twenty T\Xénty Productions Ltd Ni coI e vent tO thel apy because she has a

fear of driving

Ni col e ent ers the therapi st’s r oomand cl Utches what she call s hell hugging
pi |l | owe she adnits tO bei ng nervous about sitting dOuwn v th a stranger to disc
us9 her nmental heal tho She is 31, |iVgs in London and \xorks OIS chi ropract
\V,F]en sh@ drives. "There ar @ sO nany th
ings that so quickly go through ny head " she says. "How fal awey 5 it? Wat is

¢ assistant. She suff @I s fromanxi ety

the rout e? | sonmehow Forget how to drlveo" She suffers from pan| C attacks and

her fear of driving neans she is constantly cancel |l ing pl aNs. But, over the cour



se of six sessions Wfth psychot her api st OWEn 0’ Kane, it becon®s cl ear her probl e
S are Tkh deeper thalN just a FEar of drivi ngo

Di ggi ng around in the Mnd

Evel'y week, one in six of the Uk popul ati on experi ence Mol heal th probl eno
such as d€Pressi on and anxi ety and @very year Mare than 1.2 million peopl e see
k hel p fFromthe NHS tal ki ng therapi es serVice, with nany nore payi ng for support
privatel yo ThI s formof therapy is M corrnmnl y uSed for anxi ety and depress
i On, bUt can also help wi U h a range oF othel probl ens, i ncl udi ng body; i nage
dysIMar phi a, obsessi ve cOnpul Sive di sorder and post traurmal ic stress di sord
ero lt.does not work FOr everyones reSearch 5ugge5t5 oNe-third Of people do not

Fito The BBC has fol | owed 12 peOpI e, featured in the series Change Your M
nd, ChanJe Your Life, who each received six suppOrt sessions fromtherapists. The

ther %_sts have used O Conbi nation OF different tal ki ng therapy appr oaCheS
oAl ng cogni €i Ve behavioural therapy which Focus@s on changi ng the way

bene

, incl
we think and behave, al ongsi de other techni ques to inprove rel ati onshi ps and pro
cess traunde at I t reveal s is strikings How UndErstandi ng and | earning to M
nage the Mhd has th@ power tO transformlives.

BBC / T\xenty Twenty PrOducti Ons Lt d Owen O Kane says being a therapi st |
S abit like bel ng a det@ctive

"You' r @ not stuck with the brain you' ve got," says OweN O’ Kane, who has wOr ked
inthe field for 25 years. He describes his job as | i ke detective \xorks "Peopl e
cone W th what seens to be a re&Eqnabl e stOry, but the interesting thing is,t
hat very often the story and emntl ons don’t Mch. | guess at we are doI

ng | S di gging around a little bitso"

g Conpl €tely hated mYseI F’

Over their sessiong, Owen di gs deeper into Nicole’ s anxietyo At oNe poi nt she
weeps. She admits I n the past she has "conpl et @1y hated" hersel fo She \)Drri es a
boul what peopl e thi nk of her and is soci aII y OhxioUSs "I dOn’t Feel goOd
enough to be thel e. | mght say solMathi ng wrong. | need peOp e to like meo" O

f s like thl Ss "As hunan_bei ngs we |ike the nice enot
ionse We like Feeling happy, joy, being in loves" but | le sayS sone people try to

wen queStions why she fee

avoi d or suppl ess emotions |ike fear,, dreOM and sadness, and that can cause anxi

ety. | Nst Ead, he says it i5 hea thl er to accept € hem and accept themas safeo



Wen pEopI e get to that point, he says, they start to Feel enpovereds "They re
alise they're nol goi ng to over whel mo" Speaki ng outsi de the thErapy I" oom
. Nicole sayss "|”mshocked. ﬁe got ny Nub@r strai ght awey. | woul d see vul nera
bility as a negative thing, but it’s note." Asked to describe hersel f she uses word
s such as ki nd, thOughtful , dEterni ned and enthusi astics "I amnot Ol bad perso
n," she tells Ove N. she sayS she has | @arned aT

| wesn’t being kind Co nysel fo That wes real |y eye-openi ng." Owen says this is ty
pi cal of nany peopl e he treatss "Wh€n peopl e get to these croSsroOlMds, when the

y woke up and real i se What they are doing, that’s a gold dUst mnnent for meo"

ots "Mbst inportantl y | found

“l had stroke in ny eor| y 30s’

Janes I i kewi se | garned thi nk about hi nsel f di F ferently thanks to therapyo
A 39-year-old fat er—oFO-one Who \xor ks i N Finance, he struggl es W th anxi ety
and, in parti Cul ar, Wworries aboUt maki ng m stakes at \xOrko That fear is so deb
ili Caki ng he do@sn't MAKe it to work sonetines. He has been supported by Pro
f Steve P@ters, a psYchiatrist who epr ai ns perfectionismiS a\a the yoot of hi
s problemss "I f we think it”s the end of Che world if \xe k@ a mstake, it pa
ral yses you." 'James wes once OIn athl ee, playing sem—professi onal football a
Nd conpeti Ng in athl etics before speci al i si ng i n the bobsl ei gho He was t ral nin
g For trials for Che G eat BriLain teamwh® he had a stroke ei ght Years ago

g8 "Wth a FlIiCk of a svitch, | |05t eVerYthin " he 5a)’so "It H;ie nbfeel a
i5 ] °

| @sser mal." Now he fears Under-perforrr'nng work and | osing
BBC / T\xenty T\xent y Productions LCd Janes had a strolke in hi s early 30s

Over th@ course of th@ sessi onS, Prof P@ters expl ai ns t he key is Jons’ s b

elief syst@m First, he gives solM Seeni ngly si npl e advi ces "PUt YOU feet o
n the FI

g, in James’ g case n'mvl ng so he Can get to work, enabl es soneone caught up in ca

?‘Ii Nk ng to bl oCk out the negati v€ thoughts that stop themdqing

beh

ind his probl ens. Janes tel | s Prof Pet ers about hi s chi | dhood and hohhi s fathe

oOF, staNd, up and wel k," he says. Focusing on the basic task ol nOvin

tastrophi ¢ €
sonmething. | n | ater sessi ons, Janes and Prof Peters expl ore what cOul d be
r wold Cliticise hi [Mko push himto inprove. Prof Peters epr ai ns | low Janes

bel i eves thal to pleas@ you cannot nake errors Ohd theN the devaStati ng s rok
e he suffered at & young age has triggered an absol ute desire for thi ng%to nCve
r go W ong agai IB He tells JalMAs he Eeds to make "peace with hinsel f" y defini

ng hi msel f nOt Dy perforrmnce but My val ues and behavi ourS. He tOo asks Jar@



5 t ) dEscri be hi fBel f and Jares replies he is hard-working, hon@st, engaging,
friendly and as soneone who woul d pul others first. Over th@ cOurse of his sess
ions, JomeS’s \xay of thi nki ng changess "] con look at nys@If in the nhrror and
feel ny val ue and m wor € h," he expl ai nso.

"My numdi ed when | was 15’

Anj al ee’ s struggl es are somewhat different. They rel ate to one tralUnOkic @vent
in childhOod - her mother di ed suddenl y when she was 15. Now & nother hersel f, wi
th three chi | drel under five, she has 5t ruggl ed el i onal | yo She has sl eepl ess
ni ght 5, ati ght chest and feel 5 emti onal | y di sconnected. |t | s worse than any
physi cal pain, says the 34-year-ol ds "BecolTlng a mother has reopeni ng everythin
gl’ve tried to uppresS." Her first bi rCh wS Particul arly traumstic. She deve
| oped sepsis - € Ne condition her mot hep died from "I thought | w3 not goi ng

to survive," she says. Her psyChotherapI st, IJUI i & Sarel , explai Ns to An{\al ee
she has not beeN alle to process What has happeneauand, as aresult, tlle tr
aUrma has staéed wi th her. When her not her di ed, Anj Ol ee wos in the middl e of
eXams and hald two younger sibli ngs, | eavi ng her without time to grieveo

BBC / T\xenty T\XEnty PI" oducti ons Ltd Anj al ee felt erotional ly di sconnected befo
re she went to thel” apy

10, PK Rosys The forgotten Indian actor who lost her legacy to caste oppre

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/c3Bqirvgni7o
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India’s ForgOtten actor WU [ost her |egacy to caste oPpression

18 hours ago Share Save Bi mal ThankaChan and Di Vya Uppal BBC I ndia YoUT ube t
eam Share Save



|1l ustration by Puneet Kurar |n the absence of a werifi &d phot ogr Oph of PK Rosy

, the BBC cormi 55i oned an illustrator to create this i nage

At a tine when wonen’s parti cipati OniN the filmi ndustry wes FrO\xned upon, a Y
aared to dream dl fFfel entlyo | N 19205 pre-i ndependence | ndi O, PK Ro

sy becane the first fenal e lead in Nel ayal(?ml anguage ci nerm, yiyn what is Now ¢

e 50uthern stat@ of Ker Ol oo She starre

r The Lost Chil d, in the 19205, But inStead of being ra‘mnbered as a pioneer, h

oung wonan
in a novie call ed i gathakuman, 0
er story wes buried - erased by Caste di Scrinnati on an4 soci al backl aSh. Rosy
bel oNged to a Iover -casle com}ni ty and faced | NteNse cri icismfor por
rayi Ng an upper-caste wOran in Vi gat hAkurar ane Al mst & hundred years | ater, t}‘l
ere is no surviving evidence of Rosy’s Mol e The Filnis reel wes destroy@d and th
e cast and crew have Ol died. Only a few pictures of the filmfroma contested_p
ress reI ease dated October 1930 survive, along with an unverified bl ack—and—\xhl
te phOto popul O sed by | ocal newspapers as Rosy’ s only por trai to Even O Goog
e Doodl e cel ebral i ng her 120th birthday used an ikl ustration si [Tl ar to the wonan
in the photographo But Rosy’s nephew and others \vho have researched her |ife told
the BBC thOk they COUId not concl usi vely say that it i9 h r in the picture
o PK Rosy wes born as Raj alMa in the early 1900s in the erst il e kingdomof Tr
avancOre, now Ker &l a. She beI onged to a Farmly of grass cutters Fromthe PU
| aya cormuiNi ty, part of the Dalits, who are at the bottomof I ndia’s harsh caDte
hi erarchy and have been histori Cally oppressedo "Peopl e fromthe Pul aya comu
ni ty wer @ consi dered sl ave | ab and auctioned off with |alNd," saYs Mol avi ka Bi
nny, a prol essor of history at cRzﬂnnUr Uni Versity. "They were consi d€red the ’
owl iest’s Tlley w@re flogged, I aped, tied to trees and set on Fire for any so-
cal | ed transgressions," she adds. Despite the di r@ social chall enges, Rosy chos@
to dreamdi FF@rentl Yo

111usE T ation by Ppneet KUrnO¥ A scere | n vl gat hakuraran showed the hero pi cki
ng a fl owel Froth\e heroi ne” s hair and ki ssi ng | ¢

She weis supported by her uncle, who wes a theat I e arti st hi msel f, and with his h
el p Rosy entered the fiel d of enlertainment. "There al e few avail abl e facts about
Rosy’ s Iife, but it is knowl) that she wes popul ar for hEr per formances i n | oca
[ pl ays," says Vinu Abra am !F]e author of The Lost Heroi ne, a Nove baseg
on Rosy’s IiFeo Wil e her acting skills eGrned adniration, it wos ral e for a
alit Wrmn to take up aCti ng at the tine. "She wes Iikely el e of the fact
that tg s wes a new arena and naki ng hersel f vi si bl € vweos irrportam," says Prof B

i nnyo he soon becarme a wel | -known FI gure in |local theatre circl e5 and her tale



nt caudht the eye of directOr JC Dani el , yho wes then searchi ng for alead act

or FOr hl s film- a character naned Saroi ini o Daniel wes awere of Rosy’ s caste

i deMei ty and chose to cast her in the ro o "She wes paid five rupees a day f

or 10 days of Fil n'b g." sOid M Abraham "ThiS wes a substanti al amnurFt oF non
n Che 1920s." n the ay of the Fl | TPE premere, Rosy and her

re ar red fromal tendi ng the screening. They were stopped becOluse they were Da

amly we

lits, Rosy’ s nephew Bij U govi ndon says. And So began a cha| n of events that p
ushed Rosy ou\l of the pubi ic eye and her honee "The crowd that came \. o wetch

the mnVi e wer © provok@d by t wo thi ngss Rogy pl ayi ng an upper-caste wOnMOIn and
the hero picking Ol floyer frorpher hair Oihd Wi ssi ngitin One scene," sQid M
Abl’ sham "They 5tartedethrowl ng rocks Ok the Screen dnd chased Dani el avey,

" he added. There Okre differi ng accounts of th@ extent of the dan'age to the the
atre but Wat is clear is the toll the incident took on bOth Rosy and Dani el »

Poster of the novige Vi gathakunaran Buri €4 in debt oft@r the failure of his filmV
igathakun'a'an, C Dani el never made anoth@r novie

1. Latest News & Updates

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/world/asia/india

Why | Ndi s coul d not stop | M bai | out t ) Paki stan

As oNe oF 25 menber groups on the | M board, |ndi a’s i nfl uence at the FUnd is
linmted, say expertso

12. Rowdy and rich, here’s what Preakness says about the US economy

httpss /[www.bbc.com/news/articles/c2lk@zq7kg50




What One of AMArica’s mnst Iively spOrti ng eV enes says about th@ ecoNoM
Y

17 hours ago Share Save Brandon Drenon BBC Ne\XE, reporting Frol Y¥imico Shore Sa
ve

BBC/ Br andOn Drenon

A wormn bal anci ng a dozen cocktail s oN a tray atop her head inched carEF ully thr
ough the steadl | y building crOwds and chaos on Saturday rorning at th€ Pimic
o Race CourSe cl ubhouse. "How Mdch is that," a nan i purpI e trousers yell Q4
owards her, the gl asswere i nches ObOve her eyebrow cr anki ng as sh@ pausedo “T
wRNty dollars," she replied. Ray De Rubin repeated the nunber in disbelief, runbl
ed an expl etlve Und€r his breath, then saids "|’ || take twoo." He and his nother
were ot Pirmhl Co for the first time - here to weger on US horse racing’ s esteened
i(ngss Stakes on its 150th annivel saryo Ju_st tw weeks ago, dUri ng his
14ch erl p to the Kentucky Derby, he won big. "Thl 5 is the ©xact son@ outfit |
wore on Der by_dayo Sane Under\xear, 5Olme 5o_ck5, sOle hat," he saido "I Still g

Prea

ot ny Derby wrl stband on." His weger at Piml co2 "I can’t tell youo | don’t Vo)
nt the IRS cond ng aft el me," he Said Wth a grino 0N the other side of Pin
ico — just beyond the thouSand-dol | ar seats, chalMagne fl Utes, OInd air-condi ti 0

tents on the infield - five thoroughbreds idl ed beEi nd th@ starting |ineo
m De Rubi [ had bets on three oF them Thel e \xas a brief IMAnent of quiet b
efore the race. Then the gates I"l ung open, and the horses took off. M DE Rubi n,
eyeS Fixed on the screens aboVe, sC ood frozeN. Rut only for a monento. "I get I
eal |y | Oud when | watch the race. | put a lot of \xork intO thi s," h@ said.
BBC/Brandon Drenon Ray De RUbin scOhns through the bettl ng app on hi s iPad ins
ide Pimico’ s Clubhouse

Tr OMi ti On, but under a shadow

One of three annual thoroUghbred races - along wth € he Kentucky Derby and
the Bel mont Stakeg - that nake up at is5 known as the Triple Crown, the Preskness
Stakes has | ong Eeen known as ol e of the rost gl anorousl y bacchanal events in US
spor ts. Held at th€ Pinhico Race Course in Baltinore, Maryland, | ¢ bri ngs toget
her the rovdy and the Iiche But thl s year, its tradi ti ons hOlWe been thr own i

nto question. |n his second tel” mas pl esi dent, Donal d Trunp has enforced swift, d

rOti ¢ econOnic pol i cy changes, | eadi ng to significOlnt coNsurer p€ssi msm



Vi tuall y no cornel” of ghe Anerican mar kel has been spared - fromthe fast-foo
d anburger to the Preakness Stakes. Much of the current mket-rattling t
urmoi | is a r@sulk of Trump’ s sw@eping gl obar t Ok ffs, announced on 2 April . Dub
bed "“Li beration Day", he sal d the new econonic strategy wOuld usher in "the gold
en age oF Amrl ca's Instead, i N t he 48 hours after his announcerrent, the S
&P 500 had itS worst t\xo—day sel| -off in years, as trillions of doklgrs vel e Wi pe
d fromthe stoc mnrket ° Three \xeeks | ater, the I nternati Onal Metary Fund

werned of a gl o‘bal r cessi on. Ev€n MDonal d’ s reported a dr op in sal €9, which

Che burg@r chai n"S CEO attributed to cuStoner S “grappling with upcertainty". B
ut while the stoCk narket has mnstly reCover @d FOI | ovi ng CariF Olgre€Mant
s Mth the UK and Chi na, the tariffs’ ingact nOly b just begi nni nge @ga cor po
Iations |ike Wl mt and AmaZ oN recenr:pl y werned of price increases.

BBC/ Brandon Drenon

BBC/Brandon DrenoN

Ut ot Pini 00, the State pf MNoryl ald is bet ing big, with plans to derml i Sh t
F‘le track right after Saturdqu’s eVent and rebuild an€w cOurse,in | ts pl aC
e, plus a state-of-the-art tral ni ng fFaCility. The taril fs” shadow oom ere,

-- A
ority told the DBC in a statenent. But Foll now they sOl the effects on the ha

too. expect there to be some kl nd of | npact, " the Maryl Ond Stadiu
[ F-billion dollar project reml ns uncl ear. ASide frOmtari ffs, hors@ race atte
ndance hOls shrunk in recent years. Just over 46, 00 peopl e fetended the Preakne
ss in 2824, down FrOmthe 131,000 that att@nded | n 2019, | he Derby dI' Bwa
much | arger crowd of roughly 150, 000 this year but wOls st ill well under | ts pe
ak of 170,000 i N 2015, Bill Carst anjen, CEO of the Derby’s hone, Churchill DownS
, said a dI piln sOVes Lhis year wes due to buYer "heSitancY " Chat "cornel at
es perfectl y" with T unp’ s tari Ffs. "W didn’ t have the endl ess pool of enan
d that we’ve seen in prior yeal s5," M Carstanjen tOld the LeXington Her al do

“A Iittl e reprieve’

Seill, ganbl i ng records this year Wére broken Ok the Derby Oind PreakNeSs. Over
a week b&Fore the Preakness And befol e the horses runni ng wer@ finalised, a Pre
akness record of 5348, 000 wOlks \xager ed on betting futul es, up From a5t year’s
record of %260, 000, All just a drop in the buckEt comnare_d to the mllions that wi
Ii be \xagered by the tine the | ast hOrse cross@s, the Fl nish |ineo Uni versity
of Kentucky econoni cs proI"eSsor Justin Bal throp tol d the BBC t hat a rise in ga



nbl i ng al so coul d be a sign of econonmic di streSs. "PeOpI e who reach Ol certain |

evel of despai rwll start to take on IMdre risk, in an eFFOrt tO Iiterally g
anbl e their way bagk to a place where they feel |ike they can D€ more confortabl e
L Prol"essor_ Bal t rop sai do "You conbi ne ha with this i de® that maybe the
y are so pessl mstic, that this gi ves themti‘le dopanine rush or endorphin rel e

aseo"
BBC/BraNdon Drenon Anthony Wbl ker is attendi ng his fi rst Preakness Stakes

Weiting in along line on Pinhico’ s | nfiel d Anthony V6l ker wes a*wng those | oo
king for "a little repri Qve'. He wos glad "to be able to take a few hours awey fro
mal | that instabi li ty" in the stock narket as well as the disl upti on Caused b
y Trump’s dOwnsi zi ng of Che Federal government. M WOl ker planned to ganble — "y
ou can’t come to the race without pUtting a little sorething out thel " - bUt &

bit | ess than he nhght haxe in more Certain tl mes. "I’m\xagering SQ%Iess, fo
r sure," he esti mnt edo "%eCause of what’s happening in the econony — the way thi
s administratl on is toki ng a wrecking ball to the | ongstalNding traditions and i N
stitutions that give credenc@ to the Anmerican wey of |ifeo" At the Preakness, ther
e Ore still endl ess woyS to get a quick dose of ganbling-i nduced dOpanine. Even
for as | ittle as 10 cents. "I ve s€Cn a 108 ceNt (weger) pay %75,000," said Pete
r ROtondo, who heads racing and wagering for 1/ST, the organi sation rUnni ng Prea
kness. To do so, one woul d hOlve to weger on what’s cal | ed & super f ect a8 correCtl
y gUeSSi ng whi ch four hor Ses will pl ace in th

ds that are about on pa' wi th getting struck My Iightnl ng. "That’s the beauty o

f the super," M Rotondo Sai do

e top four in the exact order, od

BBC/ Br andon Drenon
‘The nOst sal ACi ous party in Sports’

The pricey cocktail M De Rubin grunbl ed about i 5 the Bl ack-Eygd SuSan, al so Mer
yl aNd’ s official Fl Owver. The crazed concoction - bourbon, vodAa, and Q spl ash
Or rixers - I eaves one to wOnder whethep it’s truly a tribute to t he State
flower or a wink to the |ikely,bl ack eye aF tel” havi ng tOo many. The dri nk is
one of nany IaditionS at tlle annual eVent. Ther e’ s al so the decades-old Tif

Fany & CO—rmd
phy in sports". Made of 3Bl b of sterling silver, it’s val u@d at al estimted s4m
(£3m, and thus is kept in a museummost of the year. The Preakless wi nner IeFa]ves

e trophy call ed the Woodl awn Vase, considered "the nOst val uabl e tro

with a replicao BUt For many, the Preakness woul dn’t be the Preakness WeNou



t the party on the infields "I went @ lot in ny 205 and 30s. |t was an absol utel y,
crazy party," Bobby ke 51, Soaidin on emil to the BBC. "In 1998, a guy J
UerEd e fF@nce and tlied to punch a horse VWAi 1e raci ngo 1t”s on YOUTubeo" T
hough Pini

r p| ling intO the infiel d For "the rost sal aci ous party on t e sports cal endar

", as ESPN Once put it, vher © patrons woul d race across QO | ong rOw of por ta—p
ottyS Wi | e dodgi ng beer cans hys] ed at € hem by i nebri at @d onl ookers. (That trad
i ti On ended al ound 2009, when lﬁi mico Stopped its BYOB policy.) Meryland offi

ci al s said the new Pi [ Mico will becOM a y@ar-rqund racing facility, and hopefu

i cO al ways had offerings for el egant, fans |ike M Duke fondly remenb@

[y bri ng an @conomic boost to the | owincone Par Hei ght S nei ghbOul™ hood surr

ounding itoe
BBC/BI" andon Drenon

V\bt Ch the horses, Not the stock narket

13 Northern Ireland Politics

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/northern_ireland/northern_ireland_politics

TUV MA"s questi oning of witn@ss rul ed not a breach of code

A cOnpl ai nt had been | odged by Age Nl sfe@r solMA o |ts staf f appeared before
the committee Iast October

4. Latest News & Updates

httpss /[wwwebbc.com/news/world/middle_east



| srael i ’bunker bust er’ bonbs used in Gaza hospital strike, experts say

CCTV footage obtained and verified by the BBC shows the norelt beF (0] g irfpact
and the i IR Yali ate aftermath. Munitions experts told BBC Veri Fy that the strikeS
and destruct| on are consistent wth the use of So-call ed "bUnker buster" bonbs

- desi gned to hl ¢ undergl ound targets. BBC Verify’ s Merlyn Thomas has nores

156 Elton John brands government “absolute losers” over Al copyright plan:

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8jgB8348yvxo

B EE NEWS

El ton JOhn brands govern t “losers” over Al copyright plans

12 hOurs ago Share SOVe Laura Kuenssber( - @bCl aurak Presenter, Sunday with La

Ura Kuenssberg Share Save

Sir EI ton John angry at “crimnal ”° Al pl ans FOr artists

Sir Elton l.]ohn descri bed the governnent as "absol ute | oserS" and said he feels "in

credi bl y betrayed" over pl Ons to exenpt teChnol ogy firlNA Frqm copyri ght | awse
SPeaki ng ©xcl usivel y to Sunag wi th Laura Kuenssberg, he sal dif m Ni sters go
ahead wi th plans to gl |l ow AI

y \xoul d be "col Tt ng theft, thievery on a hI gh scale"s T
nent rejected propoSaI s fromthe House of Lords Co Force Al conPani eS to di sCl o
se what rmateri al they ver @ Usi ng to devel op their programmes. A governnent spok
esperson said thal "no chang@s" tF]copyr [ gFt | aws woul d be "consi der €d unl ess

e are conplet ely satisfl ed t

irnms to use ar t.i sts” content F]thOUt paying, tlle

i 5 week the govern

ey work | or creators",

Generative AI pr ogr anmes nhne, or learn, FI omvast yamounts_of data |ike text,
\vhich Feels like it has b
eeN made by a hunan. Si I" el ton said the "danger" is that, for young artists, "th

i mages, or nusic onli Ne t 0 gener ate new Content



ey hOWen’ t got the resources ..o to fight big tech [Fl res]"e "It s Crirr'nnal, in
that I F@el incredibly betrayed," he added.

"ThEHouse of TJ’ ds did a Vote, and it w5 more thdin two tO one | n our FT%our
" he Jover Nrent j ust IookeMﬁl t as if to Say, "Hm well t

old people ¢00 |ike M@ can afford ito.”" On

e saido " e
day, the Hous@ gf Lords Voted by
a 147 maj Ori ty to anend the DOk a (Use and Accesg) Biil to aa
qui renents, which aimto ensure copyri ght ders T-]
heir work to be used. But On WedNesday A;P5 in t he House of Cormons voted .o r
ej ect Chis chOlnge, meanj ng the biI | will Continue to go bOlck and For Ch between
the tWb HoUs@S unel f
gover Nnent weis on course to "rob young peopl e of t hei ' 1 egacy and their i noon‘e
", addi ng that he thought the government wes "just bel ng Obsol ute IoSers, an
d I’mvery angry about it"s The Singer said that Pri me Mnister Sir Keir SCa

rrer need@d tO "wi se up" an described Technol ogy Secl etary Peter Kyle as "a bi

d transparency re
ave to gi ve perm Ssion for

they reach an agreEnent onite Sir EItOn werned the

t of a mol on"s He, sal dif the gover Nnent does not change its plans, he woul d be
I eady to take mnl sCers to court, 5aYi ng tha "we'll fight it all the way"o

Sir Elton John spOke to th@ BBC s Laura Kuenssberg Ol ongsi de pl aywri ght Janes
Gr aham

Speaki ng o ongsi de the 78-year-old, pl aywri ght Jor@s Gl sham sai d rrl ni st @r
s "dO understand the val ue of creati vityooo but at’s Fﬁrustrating i S either th
e conpl acency or Che willingness to |et Sill con Val | ey tech bros Jet [ all t
heir own way". The chi ef executive of UK musi c, Tol T Xi ehl , tol d the BBC that the
governnent (i s "on the brink" of offel | ng Up the country’S nusic i ndustry "as a
sacri fi ci al lanb inits efFOrts to cos up to Anerican-based tech gi ants". He ad
ded thOk the prine mnister "nust not ser | " the next generation of singel s, song
\>or| ters, nusicians, and nusic creators "down the river and allow all that talent t
o be crushed by |etting souII ess Al bots plunder thei I work". Ah@ad of the vot 8
in the HOuse of Lords, Sir EltoN joined more than 400 British nusicianS, writers
, al\d artists in si gning a |l etter calling on the prime mnister to Update copyr
i ght | a\XE in a way that protects themfrolMartificial intelligeNce., BeGkl es si

i y toI d the BBC €
her @ wos a risk Al would cr@ate a "WId West" in which artists’ copyri ght was nO
t properly pr otecledo A gOvernnent spokesper son S & it wontS the UK’ s creat
ive induStries and Al corrp]ani es to "Fr ourish, which is \xhy we’ e consul ting O
n a package of n‘easures that we hope will work For both sector s" o The spokespe

rson said | t wes "vi t Ol " the gover Nnent wOrked through responses to a cONs

nger Si " Paul McCartney, who al so si gned t he | etter, previous



ul tation on proposal s tO aII ow devel op€r5 to use creators’ content unl ess ght

s hol derS el ected to "opt out". They added that it wes "equally i npOl tant that w
e put in the grouNdwork now as we consi der Che next st eps” o "That is \th we ha
ve cormfMtted to pUbI i Shing a report and econonic mpaCt assessment - exploring t

he broad range of | ssues alld options on all sides of the debate."

Sign up For the OFF Air with Laur a K n@wsl etter to get Laura KUenssberg 5 ex
pert poli tical insi ght ald insi der stories every Thursday.

16, Latest News & Updates

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/topics/c2vdnvdgbxxt

IsI” seli “bunker buster’ borbS Used i N GOka hospi t Ol strike, €xperts say

d BBC Veri fy tl lat the stri
so-call ed " bunker buster" b

onbs - desi gned tO hit underground targetse BBC Verify’s Merl yN ThomaS has moreo.

CCTV footage obtai ned and verl Fied by th@ BBC sho t he nonent beﬁor e i npac
t and tNE irmediate aftermath. Munitions experts tJ

kes and destrUction are consl stent wi th the use O

17 . Latest News & Updates

httpss /[www.bbc.com/news/world/asia/china



us saYs ‘dedl’ r eached wi th Chi na after trade tal ks

The US treasury secretary call 5 the tal ks "productive", while Chi na’s vic@ prem
i er describes themas "candid".

186 Ros Atkins oneoe Trump’s deals in the Gulf

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/videos/clyznBzwy320

This week, Donald TI unp corpl eted a three-country trip to the Gul f,

And he pét a naj or enphasi 5 on dEaI s being done - with the US and Wth US bus

i nesses. Dut the trip al So put a spotlight on the president’s own busi n€ss i Nt

erestS,
The BBC’s Anal ysi s Edi tor Ros At ki ns tolkes a | ooke

Produced by Cak heri Ne Kar @11 » Graphi cs by Merk Ed\XAI dSo

19. Latest News & Updates

httpss /[www.bbc.com/news/world/africa




Bl ank quEst' ons, power cuts and a suicides Nigeria' s exans fiasco

Nearly 80% of the 1.9 million students who sat the exans did not get hi dh €no
ugh mOIrks to get into Uni versi tyo

20. Latest News & Updates

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/scotland/scotland_politics

Copyri ght 2025 BBC. All rights reserv@d. The BBC is not reSponsible for the conte

nt of external sites. Read abolUt our approach to external Iinki Ng.

210 Princess Eugenie speaks about childhood scoliosis surgery

httpss /[www.bbc.com/news/articles/cBInBwlklzko

P -

—

Pri nces Eugeni e op&MNs up about chill dhood back surgery
3 hours ago Share Save Hol lie Col e BBC N@ws Share Save
Getty | r@ges The KI ng’ s ni ece had scOliosis surgery \x.hen she wes aged 12

PrI ncess Eugeni e has said she "coUI dn”t get out of bed or do anyt hi ng FOr ny



sel f" whil e_recovering aF ter Kol i Osi s surgery as achilde In an interview wth
the Sunday Tel egraph, the
Chat she Felt "Very enbarrassed" ahead of the Operati on and | ater struggled wit

h the emotional inpact of post-surgery careo Surgeons i nserted i tOni umrods int

ing’ 5 ni ece opened up about her sul” gery, saYing

o h€r spine to cOrr@ct a cUrvature caused by scol i osl s \xhen sh@ wes 12 years
old andD she spent 10 days on her baCk after th@ operati one She sOli d that Ner
mok her, the DucheSS of York, Sarah FergusOn, hel ped her see the post-surge
ry scar on her back as a " badge of honour" .

Scoliosis is a condl tion where the spine twists and carves to thebsi de. The cause
ren aged et\Xéen 10 and

15, according to the NHS. Eugenie wes treat €4 ot the Royal Nat i Ona‘ Orthopaedi ¢

of it iS5 often unknown, and cormonly starts in chl 1

Hospi tal , .in north London, and it wes fFoull months b&Ffore she was abl e to ret
urn to school after ito "I had & COrner roOmin the hospi tal with two windows |
ooki Ng out over a car park," th@ 35-year-old saido "l wes too young to noCice | ¢
ou‘[ dn’t get outSides all | cOred about, wes where ny parents and sister were. "B

ut | do rermnber watching 50 YA0ne Wévl ng to ny incredi bl e red-hO¥ired nurse t
hrough the W ndow al d havi ng this Feeli ng that | couldn’t reach them" she
saido "l cOuldn’t get out of bed or do anything for nysel f." Speaki ng about how s
he felt aheadj of € he operation, she said she ?el t "very enbarrassed about the w
hol e thing". "l relT®nber being wok@n up real |y ear Iy befol e ny sUrgery -l p
ulled ny bl aNket oVer ny head. | saids | don't want to se@ anyone and | don’t
went . themto see me’," she sai do The operation | €t a vi Si bl e scar on her back a
nd she sai d her mUhel” hel ped to "train" her brain to thl nk that "scars are C

ool "o

AFP/Getty | nages For her w@ddi ng iN 2018, Eugeni e wore a wedding dI ess Chat sh
owed her scal Fromsurgery

"She Xbs snozi ngo She’d ask ne i f she coul d showit tO peopl e, then she’d turn
nme around and say, ‘ny daughter is suPerhuman, you’'ve got to cheCk our her scar’
," Eugeni e saido "All of sudd€n it wes a badge Of honour - & cool thi ng | had,"
she added. "It became a positive nempry, a part of nme, that | could do sOnething
Wl thin the futUre. | could hel p [1€al Othgr peopl e." The princess’ s weddi ng
dr@ss in 2018 Showed th® Scar ol the top ol her back and amead of th@ wedd
| ng, she spoke Of the inportance of 5h0\xj ng "peopl e your scars". Speaki ng t O
ITV's This Myni ng at the Cire, She desCri bed it as a "l ovel y way tp honour C
f € who a
| s0 go through this". "l think you can change C he \Xéy beauty is, and you can sho

he peopl e whO ooked after A and a way of standing up for young peop



W peOpl e your scars alld | think it’s really special to stand up fOr that," she a
dded.

22. Latest News & Updates

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/politics

|s Britain really i Nchi ng back tOwal ds the EU?

The sunm £ bet\Xée_n the UK Olnd EU on 19 My wll be the first si nCe Brexl t
- the very idea of | t has pol ari sed opi Ni ons

23. Latest News & Updates

httpss /[wwwebbc.com/news/wales

New charges to t Obckl € congesti on at popul ar beach

Beachgoer s at LI andde Beach on ANJl esey, north Wl es vill 500n pay up to £
15 for parkinge

24, Latest News & Updates

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/northern_ireland




Safety call after fFalal Ffalls more than double in NI

The Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents sayS the rise I n Fatal i ti
es is "truly shocki ng" o

25. Russia launches biggest drone attack since invasion began, says Ukr

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/clldm42eyzmo

‘s Irgest drone ot tack Olhead of Puli n-Trunp cal |, Ukrain
e 5ays

58 rr'nnut es ago Share Save Danai Nesta Kupenba BBC News Share Save

Reutel s Resi dents survey the doanage to their hOnes OFter a Russian dI one strike
On satul day night On suburb5 Outsl de of Kyiv

Ukrai ne says Russi a has Iaunche | s bi ggest drone attack sl nce the FUII -scal
e invasi on began, Cal geting severadl regi ons incl UCii ng Kyiv, where one worman died
o The barrage cane just a day before a schedul ed cal b@tween Donal d Trunp and R
ussi an Presi dent Vladimr Putine. The US PI" eSident has been urgi ng a ceaseFI reo
RuSsi a and Ukraine hel d C hei r. First Face-to-FaCe talks in nore than thr ee year
5 on Fri day in Turkey, agr eeI ng a new prisonel sweP deal bUt little el se. Ukra
| ne’s air Fol ce soi dRuSsi a had | aunched 273 drones by 08800 Sunday (05800 GM) t

argeting the central yiv region, and Dni prOpetrovsk and Don@tsk regioNs in the

eaSto

|t said 88 drones. were intercepted and another 128 went astray "wi thout nEgative c
onsequencEs"o he strikes kill ed olNe person i n Obukhi v di strict in th Kyiv
region, and injured at | east three otllers - one of whomwQls a Fourﬁear 0O

hl 1d - officials reportEdo The previous | argest drone attack from 55|a happe



ned on the third anni versary Of the Full -scal e i nvasi on On 23 February, when Abs

cow | aunched 267 drones. Russi OY 5 rTI Iitary said | t had intel cept eq 25 Ukr ai

i an drones Overnight and on Sunday ror Ni ngo Ger rmeS Chancel | or Frl edrich M

erz sal d on Sunday that he and Ieaders of the UK, France, and Pol and woul d have

a virtual ting wi th Trunp before hI s conversOItion with PUtin on Monday ror

ni ngo The”Feour | eaders J ointly Vi sit@d,Ukr Oli ne over two weeks ago to spearhe

ad cal |s for a SE—day—CeaseFi r e, backe\d by the so-call ed "coal i ti ong the
be R

| @nni ng to carry out a "trai Ning and conbat” | gunch of an intercontinental ball I

willing"o Ukraine’s int@lIigence agency has sal it belieVes Russia coul

stic mssile ovel ni ght, as al) attenpted inti m Uation. Russi a has not responded t

o the claim

Reuters Fi refighters at a site outside Kyiv that wOks hit on Sund®ly mol ning

260 Pop culture re-invented the Menendez brothers

httpss [/www.bbc.com/news/articles/c79ed21xyyro

18 houl 5 ago Share Save And FagUy BBC News Regan Morris BBC News, LOs Ange
| €5 Share Save

Getty | nmages

[ t wBs once unthi nkabl e that Lyle and Eri k anendez, the men whO murdered t
heir wal thy parents by shQot | ng them16 Cimes, woul d get the synp hy ald fo
? their fa
ther were mocked My prosecutOrs and conedi ans alike, fFrOmlat@-njght TV to joke
s at the ACadeny Awerds. But 35 years |ater - thanks in pa't to Ti MTok, Netflix

rgiveness of th@ masses. Th@i I' ol sirs of sexusl sbuse at the hands o



and stors |ike Ki IMKardashi an - the Menendez brothers have a neWgener ation of
supporters - ITa]qy who were nOt even born in 1989, the year the brother s anbu
she their parents W th shotguns in their Bev@rly Hills mansion. At the tine of
their tri Ol s, the brothers wel e portraYed =] greedy, entitled nonStel s who we
nt oN O $700, 000 (£526, 0000) spending spree in thg weeks af el the murders. NO
W, Wi th a groW ng undel’ tandl ng of traum and s5exu ab

synpatheti ¢ - and that migl lt jusC give the brothers a :hance at I"reedom Thl s
week, a LoS Angel es j udge reduced the brol hers’ sentence to incl ude the possi
bili ty of par ol e, which coul d be granted at a hear ing next nOnth. Their fa
te will theN be in the halds of Col | Fornia'S Parol e Bodird and

overnor Gavin NewsOm who will be wei ghing the shi fting public opinion about the
divi si Ve case Wth hi s own political anbitions.

use, many are nOre
, ultimately, G

Wtchs "Redenpti on i 5 possible" - Fard |y and attOrney of MeneNdez bl others r
eact to resentenCi ng

How did we get here?

In 1989, Erik and Lyl e Menendez burst into their Beverly Hills living room bOth t
oting | oaded shotguns, and opened fige oN their par ©nts, whO vere wetchi ng te
levl sione. The cri I'MA woul d go unSoI ved for mnlhS. They got ti ckets for the
Janmes Bond Fi | mLicense to Kill aS an al i bi and told | aw enFOrcerrent and nenb
ers of the News MAdia, who were coVeri ng the execution of the wal t hy, hi gh
-powered coupl e in their mansion, that perhaps the mafi O wes to bl ane. Meanwhil e,
theY boUght a new Porsche, Jeep, Rolex wetches and ther IUX ury itens with c
agh fromtheir parEnts' estate. They wer@n’t caUg t until poli Ce got word of,
thei r admssi ons to a psYchol ogist. Even al the tI me, their cri M wes di vi sl
ve - theyfirst trial ended un a mistrial after the j ry coul dn't reach a verdicto,
After th

al 5, the brothers were Characteri sed as bad boys OInd spol | ed children who wre
moti vated to kiI | theill parents out of hatred and hopes to vauire their 514
mlli on estate. Satul day Ni ght Live and ot her | Ol e-ni ght shows mChked the
pai r’ s defence i n coUrt - incl pdi Ng tearful € esti nony about thel r al | eged sexu
al abuSe, which proseCutors dubbed the "abuse excusE" - and doCurrentary tI el

€5 fromthat decade incl uded phrases |ike "the bad sons" and "Aneri can sons, Am

e second, they wer € sentenced to life wit out, parol es During both tri

eri cOln nurderers”. Appeal ofter appeal wes denied but | ast year, everything seers
to changeo New evi dence abOut the al eged sExuaI abuse had surfaced Olnd Netfl
ix rel eased a drama that captur@d the attention of a whol e new generati oN. Soon,
docurentari es bout the caFe i Nol Uded titles wi Ch words |ike "misjudged" and "b



oys betrayed". Ti kTokers di sCussed the Case yith thei r FOIlowers. Reali ty star
\n}‘\o has hel ped free i nprison@d peo
acking their bid for freedom "BOlck t
hen, tllere were |imted resources for Vi ctins of Sexual abuse, par\icularly fo
r boys," Kardashi an \»r ote in the NBC pi eceo I n the 1990s, society did Not have t
he sane understandi ng we do tOday of trauma, seX uOl abuse and harassment, Whi ge

Ki mKardashi al), a crininal justice advocaB

pl e, penned an op| Ni on pi ece publicly

y Phillips, a University of Oregon professor Who studies tru@ cri me, told the
BU. That gap in under st andi ng wes especi al |y pronounced Fol boys who were abuse
d, she add@d. But after the MeToo rmovenent, there wes MXe cul tural space creat
ed for people to speak abOut these experi ences, sh@ said. "Not only does it crea
te a per Mssion structure," Prof PhiI i ps sai d of peopl e feeling encouraged tO
speak out about harassnent and abuse, "in Some wa's it createS an 4 ncentive str
uctUre tO Feazure stori es aboUt trauna"o Adding to that is Che ¢ ange inh
ow th@ public views cri nhna justice, wi th more enphOlsi s on rehabi | i tati on And
reduci ng pri Son popul alions instead of th@ tough-on-crime nental ity C hat dorina
ted Los Angel es at th@ end of the ZGt h Centurye. "The | ock peopl e Up forever
sttitude OF the 19905 i s Foftunal el Y lopg gone," said Robert Rand, a journalis
who ret and int€rvi e\xed th

d new evl dence in 2018 - & letter Erik had written a9 a teenager to a Cousin ab
ut his father’s seX ual abuse. In a d(ocunentary M Rald proaguced about the kil
ings, released in 2023, a I"Ormar Maber of the boy band cal | ed Menudo al | eged t
hat the brothers’ father, Jose Menendez - who \x,as al eX ecutive at RCA Records -
had raped hi m\x,hen he was 14 years ol do The aCcusOkion further bol stered the
brothers’ cl ai ns of abuSe. The new testi moNies hel ped give newlife to the bl
othells” clains, and pr Ovided o cot yst for what Prof Phillip5S called a "hurrica
ne" of intereSt Olnd support, I omthe Netf1ix dr O to Kardashi an” s op—edo "T
he thi ngs that gEt really big onliNe are thingS that have |otS OFf gources of e
nergy, " she saido Even Lyl e Menendez nOted the sea Changeo “The Fol1

are yOunger that are on that sort of TikTok Soci aI medi a generat i on, they r

e brothers Mefore they were Ok rested alNd uncovere

owers who

eahly have tremendous hope," Lyle Menendez said at a Court heari nge "l mnot as ho

pe
hen soci ety seens to be under standi ng these experiences and sex abUse better."

esS a5 | wes a5 a 21-year-old, that”s for sure. Obvi ousl y, | feel more hope w

Getty | mages The Fal e of the brothers rests vwith Cali Fornaa Gov Gavi N Newsom wh
0 i 5 thought o b a potenti a S presi denti al conten\der

Where do the Menendez brother s go fromhere?

27 o Michael Gaines Man arrested on suspicion of murdering missing farr

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/cg4v1z115kxo




Mon arresCed on suspi ¢i On of nurderi ng m ssi ng far Mar
2 hours ago Share Save Share Save

An Garda Sfochdna M chael Gai ne, 56, has been nh 55i ng For more than ei ght weeks

A e has been al rested on suspi cion oF murder by lrish pOlice i nv@stigating th
e di sappearance of farmer M chael Gaine. It comes a day aftel gardal (Irish pO
li Ce) searching a site near M Gaine’s FarchnI"i rmed they had FOund partial hum
an remai nso M Gal ne, 56, _.has been missing for mol e than ei ght \Xéekso He wes I
nitial Iy treated as a mssl ng persons Cose before it \x,as upgraded to a honmic
ide on 29 April . The man, in his 50s, is being held in custody as sear Ches and =
chnical eX aninations at the sit@ near Gai ne’ s farmconti nueo

On Satul” day, gardal said DNA anal Ysis woul d be Corrl ed out on the hunan rErTa
inS before thEy can be identifieds M Gaine, a gheep and cattle farner, wes repor
ted msspng | romhis hor® near Kenmare on Fri aay, 21 rcho He wes | ast seen i
n the ounty Kerry town the previous day. He lived in the rerrOte Carrig East ar
(I cl ose the Mlls Gap beauty spot al olg th renowned Ri ng of Kel ry. Last nont
h, Mchael Gaine’ s wife Jani c@ told IrI sh EroadcaSter RTE that he "l oved his
hore, he loved 1 lis Farm he | oved ani mal 5" addi Ng thok his di 5appearance we

s "totally out of character"o

K€nmare cormunl ty “horrified’

28, Latest News & Updates

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/england

‘| \xas r@Ffused serVice in a caFe because of ny face’



Amt Ghose saYs he still experiences abuse as an adul t, but he has come to acce
pt the way he | ooks.

29, Latest News & Updates

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/world/asia

HowI ndi a and POki Stan share one of the world s most danger oUs bOrders

Li ving al ong the LoC - the vol x| Ie India-Paki Stan border - rmeans life in a Frag
ile linbo bet When wor and peaceo

30. Former Little Mix singer Jesy Nelson gives birth to twins

httpss /[www.bbc.com/news/articles/c628x34pwqvo

th to tw ns

Formel' Little Mx éi.h'ger ”’/:sz Nel son gives bir

6 hours ago Share SaVe Eual) 0°Byrne Mil i ga'n BBC News ShOrre Save

Jesy N@l sOn/I nstagram JesY Nel son said her and her partner Zion Foster Were -5
o bl essel’



Fornmer Little Mx Singer Jesy Nel son has annoynced the birth of her tw n daughte
rse In a post on Instagram th@ 33—year—old 5OV d that two girls \xer e born p
rermtur ely at 31 weeks on Thur5day but sOli d they were "heal thy and fighting
strOng". Nel son sai d her and her partner Zion Foster w@re "So bI e55ed" and
had "neVer felt more in |ove", sharing pictures of themhol dipg the girl 5inh0
spi tal o They have been Nored 0cean Jade and St Ory Monroe Ner son-FoSter .

N€I son wrotes "So, oull beautiFul baby gi rls deci d@d to com at 31 \xeeks pl us
Five days. "It all happeneld so quickly, but W@ are so bl essed that they are her
e Wi th us, heal thy and fi ghting strongo We’ve never felt mor@ in love." Nel son

previousl y reveal ed she had ex peri enced Mare Conplications dulli Ng the t win ple
gnancy, which wes first announc@d in January. I n Merch, she sQid she had undergone
a "successful " ope ion,to prevent conplications related to tw n-to-twl n transf
usi On syndrome (TT 1 S). The condition is couDed by abnorm®l connecting bl ood v
essel s i N the twins’ pl acent a which | eads to an inbal anced bl ood fl oW FI omone

twi n, known as the donor, to the recipient twin, |eaving one baby with a grEat er

bl ood voI une than the ot her o

Nel son left Little Mx in 2020, saying she needed to protect her mental h@alth

41 The best photos from Eurovision 2025

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/ceqgjpl84pvo

The best photos fromEul ovision SOl Ig CUntest 2025

The Eurovi Sion Song Cont est broUght the drOna as 26 COuntries battled it out
for the trophye

The ni ght saw \xacky songs, Fabul OUs oUtFI ts and hi gh—ten'po dOlnci ngo



I t eventual | Y came down to tensT stand of f duri ng the resul s between Austria an
d IsraEI, wi Ch Austria eventua l'y taking the EuroVision Crophys

Her @ are the best photOs Fromthe ni ght s

42 Video shows ship crashing into Brooklyn Bridge

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/videos/cp85ix1zxeBo

i

9 others injured after a Call Mxi Gan

Two peopl e have been killed and at | eas
ew York City s Brookl yn Bridge, the city

N

el | C Adans sai d the Cuaatémuc | ost power b&Fore the col I sion on Saturday
277 peopl e Wére on boar d the vessel, which wes on

Navy trai ni ng sail boat crashed inCo
mayor has sOli do

eveni ng. US OFFi cial 5 sai
o goodwi | | Vi Sito

330 Brexits UK-EU summit could “reduce Irish Sea border impact’

httpss //www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvgnpyj2pySo

-0



13 hours ago Shar e Save John Canpbel | BBC NI econom Cs al\d busi ness edi tor Sh
are Save

BBC Laura Gr aham BrO\xn sai d that new sea border rul es on parcel s hOlWe nade the

si tuati on IT]:h \xorse

A UK—EU sUmmt is likely to pave the Wy for a degl \xhi ch coul d subst Oint| ally
reduCe the i npaCt of he I ish Sea border o The UK wents to reset its post-Bre
xit [ elationshi p W th the European Uni on ( EU] af t €r years of telNsion. Nond
ay’ s s_ummnt i 5 expected to i ncl pde an "agreerrent to Olgree" on trade issues, i
nCI udI ng the trade in food andJ agricul tural products. |f a full agri-food deO)
I I"OIIO\XE, potenti al |y 1ot @I this year, that \X/I 11 redUce the need FOr cheC
ks al Yd control s on prodUcts bei ng seNt FroMGB to Northern | reI ando

It Could rean the end of “Not for EU" |abelling and the renOval of rost thsi ca
I Checks on gOodso

One I"ood_ busl Ness in Belfast said fhe reSet cannOt cor® sOon enough and € ha
t inmed| ate measures are needed to F\el p Sl | firms. BBC News NI First spoke
o th@ owners of Arcadia Deli in 2020 before the sea border started to be i npl ement
ed. They have faced continuous struggl es wi th the processes need@d to get prOduct
s frolTXB. Co-owNer Laura GrahamBrown said t’hat new sea border ruleS on parcel
T-]e ast month. "Our pal tnErs in Engl
and have deci ded they are not suppl yi ng North
Until they can get SOrm cl ari fi cation on how to rmke it easier," she saido "

That i S our biggest distribUtor so i is starting to tell on our counter as it b

s have rmie the situation much worse in t

ern Ireland Until Ful ther notice

econes i ncreasi ngly enpty."

She sQlid she woul d wel core any deal that inproves the situation but said sorethl n
g Needs to Chang soon. "All \Xé want to do i S sell cheese and oliveso In ord
er to keep stocf(

she sal do There are no guarantees about the scop@ of the agrEermnt bei ng negoti
at ed and_=on its own,c't \XOU| d not eli rr'nnate the sea border. Stuart Anders?'n

Ommer Ce sai d busi nesses Whul d take tine to anal yse t

ing our shel ves we need sonething to happen Fai rly qUickly,"

from NI anber of e
detail of ally deRIo "NI Chanb@r has been cal ling on the UK governn‘Ent to reac
h an agreenEnt tMNat i s Ol ti ous enough to substantially reduce bureaucracy for

al | opErators in our agri ood suppl y chain," he 5Ol d.



Getty Inages The sunmit is expected to incl Ude Oh "agreement to agree" on trad@

i ssues, including the trade in food

I t col Y& a5 a pol | fFromQueen’s UNi versi ty Bel fast ggests dwi ndl i ng ui on
i s suppor t for Northern |Ireland s current Brexit ajeal , the Wndsor Fr ane \X6
rke Pr OFessor DAVi d Phinnerore said thel e wos an "evi dent drop" in t he Ol read
y I i mt&d unioni st suppOrt that exi st_5 for the W ndsor Franework particul ar|
anmong those identifying as "sli ghtly unl onist". Support anmeng that group has Fa:'

I en from51% to 26% over \C he | ast Yearo Prof Phi nni more sai ds "| f tF]at trend
is to be reversed, a closer UK-EU rel ati onShi p needs to deliv€r on reduci ng 0]
bstacl es to the GB-INI nOvenent oﬁ goods,."

What has the UK gover nnent sai d?

The Labour governnent made a nani festp cormitrent to seek a new agri —I"ood agr eenen
wl th the EU whi ch, it said, ywoul aimto "eli mnate rmost border checks created
by the Tory Bl exit deal "o The deal woUl d appl ymeo the UK as a whol e bu€ woul d
haVe the bi ggeSt i Mact in NorthErn | rel ando hat is because NI is still ef
Fectively insid@ the EU' s single market for QOOds but its supermnrkets are min
l'y supplied A tFe UKo The CeNel e £Or European Refor IM(CER), a think tank,
sai d fhat an agr i -food deal woul d not be of "great mnCroecononhc si gni Fi cance"
for the UK as Ol whol e but that NI woul d be a "pgjor benefi Ciary"o | t addeds
EU Ge | ess i s the need fFor bor

"The cl oser UK regul ati ons cone to th15e of the
r@at Britain to Nol thern

der cont rol s on goods ol 055i ng the I rish Sea from

[ rel ando"

RQuters For many Uni oni st s the Irish Sea borer | s & constitutional offI ont whi

ch undermnes Nl “s pl ace | nthe UK

Wat is the Irl sh SEa border?

The 1 I i Sh Sea border contl nU@s to have an i npaCt on Northern | [elond' S polit
ics and its econonyo It cOlre about as the result OF & Brexit desl between the
E%and UK in 2019, \XN ch wes r eVi sed in 2023, and | s now known as the W ndso
r ramewOr ko It wes agreed that the nost practical wey tO keep the border op
en betw@€@MN NI Olnd the Republic of | el Olnd wes for NI to Follow n'any EU la
=] on the regul ati On of JoOds. This rmeans that 900d5 cOMng fromthe rest
of the UK into Nl face checks Olnd control s to ensure they neet EU rul €. For m

ny nOkionalists in NI, thisis a necessary conpromise to [Mni mse the i npact of B



rexit oN th@ i5land of I|rel ando Fol" many unionists it is a consti tuti onal of
Front whi ch unlermiNes NI* s place in the UK. The | argest unI oni st party, the De
nOcrati ¢ Uni oni st Party [DUP], prevented Nl “s pow@r-sharing gOvernmnt fromo
perati ng between 2022 and 2024 in protest.

How coul d an agri —F ood deal Change thi ngs?

Agri -food deal 5 Fromthe U fall | nto two broad categori ess New Zeal and—styl e
dEeaI wi th New Zeal and rTe]nns that each party recOgni se
F ch@cks On pr
oductS and paper\xork is reduc@d. However, New Zeal and s\Uill sets it s oWl stan
dards and a pl opOrtl on of goods are stil | ch@cked as they enter the EU. By ¢
ontrast there are no I egul atOry border cOntrol 5 For trade in agri-food produc
ts between Swi tzerI OInd and tFIe EU. But the Swiss only have this deal becauSe
they agreed to FOllow EU ruleS al m5t to the r
ting those rul ©:. Svitzerlond is obliged to nodi Fy its | aws in response to ¢

or Swiss-style. The EU' s
s that the other has high Food standards and so Che FrecEenCy o)

etter, w thout rJch say in se

hanges in EU IEgi sl ai on, what is Mpown as dynamic alignnment, and Olccept overs

i ght FI omthe EurOpean Court of dUstI ceo A Swiss-styl € deal uld nean contro
s on GB FOod products eNteri ng NI coul d be effectively endedo T € EU hes pre
viously sOlid this deal would be On offer to the UK but th

d sl arrbi val ent stance on whether it woul d accept thise Howev@r in recent weeks

e governnent had retaine
mini sters have been careful Mot to rule it oute Such a deal will face opposi ti on
fromBrexit supporters who say it would involve 5urrenderi ng powers whi ch WEr e

ret Urned to the UK aFter it IeFt Che EU,

Wat border processes \XOU| d remsi n?

34, Saunas, espresso and null pointss A look back at Eurovision 2025

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/videos/cdBinim54vzo




Austri an singer JJ won the Eurovision Song Contest i n Basel , Switzerland, with |

srael tOki ng secon pl aceo

In & typically col ourF ul cont@sl, S\xeden sung about saunas, while EStoni a shar
ed a love OF coFFeeo

The UK s entry £ om Renegber Monday failed to pi ck Up any votes frOmviewers des
pi Le FQlring pretty &l | wvith the J udgeso

350 Latest News & Updates

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/in_pictures

We set the theme, you C ake the pict ures

Each week, W& ask you tQ send i N youhpi ctures ON a set there and & sel ectio

N of these Ore then publ i shed each Tl lursday on our |n pictures page

560 Kenya’s Martha Karua “deported’ from Tanzania ahead of Tundu Liss

httpss /[www.bbc.com/news/articles/czdynd8l4pqo
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NorthQ) KOk Ua Wb i nterrogated for several hours by Tanzani an authorities, her
pal ty Says

Karua is a I espected human rights advocOke, and a vocal cri Cic of whot she calls
"d@mocralic baCksI iding" in EaSt Africae

Li ssu, who is the | eader;of TanzOhia s main oppOsition Chadenm party, i9 due to
appear in court on NOnday af ter bEi ng chOrged with tI’ @ason 1 ast nOnthe

Two C_ol | eagues acconpanyi ng her wel e al s0 reportedl y detained and deported Ofter
I"I yl ng i n fromnei ghboul'i ng Kenyas Tanzani an authori Cies have not yet conmented

o

L adi ng Kenyan | awyer and the country’s Former Justice Mnister Mortha KOrua says
she has been deported FromTanZ oni & to prevent her FroMttendi ng the court
COke of opposi ti on I ead@r Tundu Li ssu.

She has al s0 been representi ng Ugandan opposi tion politician Kizza Besi gYe, vho
wes ki dnapped in Kenya | ast year and tOlken back to his horme country to face treas

on Cl largese.

Li ke Li ssu, he deni es the charges, argui ng that they are poI | «i cally motiva

ted,

Karua served as Kenya' s justl Ce IMhi Ster From 2005 to 2009, and \XAs the runn
i ng-nate of forner Pri & Mnister Raila Odi gna in his failed presidential bidin
el @Ctions in 2022,

She | aunched her own opposi ti on party, the Peopl e’ 5 Liberati On Pal ty (PLP), ear

Il er this yearo

The PLP said that she - along with FEII oWKenyan | awyer Gloria Kinani and hunan r
i ghts canpai gner LYnn Ngugi - were subjected tO "hours of unwdrranted interrogOl
tion", b&Ffore bei ng dEportedo

Condem ng the i nCi deNt, Chadernm geNer O secretary JohN Myi ka sai dF “"The s
oI ution to hiding the shar® of a Fal se treason case is Mot to delain
Ia\X/Yers, but to drop the case al together,."

orei gn



ThE Tanani a Hurmn Ri ghts Def@nders Coalition said it wes shoCked by the what

it calle the "arbitrary arrests", as Karua had been Al ow@d | nto Tanzania to o

bserve proc@edi ngs en Lissu appeared in courCT on 15 Aprilo
Huran ri ght 5 gr oups have been i Ncl easingly conCer Ned about a crackdown on t

he opposi ti On in TanzaNi a ashe®d of presidential and parlialantary el ections due
in Octobel .

LI ss\U Cannot seek bail because he has been charged wi th treason, & crime for wh
i ch the raxi nUmsentenCe i 5 deatho

He sul viv@d an assassi nati on attenpt in 2017 aftel being shOt 16 Limes.

Th@ opposi tion | eader was OW rested in Apri aF ter he held arally under under
the sl Ogan "No ReFOF ms, No El ecti on"o

He i 5 dermandi ng s\XEepi ng changes, saying TOIhzani a's Current | Ohs do not al | ow

for free and fair el ections. The government denies the all egat i one

Since his arr est, his Chaderm party h?‘s] been barred frOmcontesting the October

poI | after it refused to to comply witl] the el ectoral commisSion’ s requirenenl t

o sign a cOde of conduct.

The docunent requires parties Olnd their supporters to “behave Wi | ", and to "ma
intai N peac@ and harmony" during the el ect| onS.

Chaderm sees the cQOde oF conduct as a ploy to contain the opposition, and for sta

te repression to con\CiNues

The CCM party, which has governed Tanzani & si nce 1977, is expected to retai n pow

er followi ng the | atest devel opnents.
Pl esi dent Samia Sul uhu Hassan is eX pected to be itS presidential candi dateo

She we5S wi del y praised for gi_vi ng Tanzani al)s greater poI i ti c?l_] Freedom\v}']en
she took office in 2021 fol | ovd ng the death ol the incunbent, Jol In Magufuli o

Her critics say Tanzania i s once agOli N seeing the repressi On thal characteri sed



Magufuli” s rul eo The govel Nrent deni es the al | egati on.

Addi ti onal r@porting by Hunphrey NMgonja in Nai I’ obi

47 o How Diddy’s lawyers used freak-off texts against Cassie
httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/videos/c2d54g6rkkyo

d JT f 5 U i) ‘
irst week, Sean "Di ddy" Conbs awyers fini shed t hei r cross-exanmin
ation on the prosecution’ S stal i tness, his Forn'Er girlfriend Cassi e Ventura.

After a tense f
Conbs FaCes charges of racketeerl ng, sex traFFi cki nJ and transportation to
engale in prostitution. The rOpper has denied all of them

The BBC’ s Nada Ta\xfi k expl ai ns what happened when | awyers brought up ol d text m
essages exchang@d between Conbs and Vent Urao

48, In depth and expert analysis from BBC News

httpss /[www.bbc.com/news/bbcindepth

The di vi des b@hi nd the scen@s in th@ Vati Can shead of the concl ave



Pope Francis s efforts tO shake up th@ worki ngs of the ChUrch shoul d be built
on by the next pope, accordi ng to som@ - but hi5 critics are | eSs convl nced

390 Minister “pushing’ for deal over UK use of EU passport e-gates

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/cgeg1302d190

6 hour5 ago Share Save Jennif@r MKi ernan « @JeNnyMKi ernan Politi Cal rePo
rter, BBC News Share Save

BBC

The Overnnent | s pushi ng For a deal thOkt \XDUI d al | pw UK passport hol ders t
o use EU airport e-gates, a minister has confirmede Nick T orTﬁ—Symnnds, who 5
ai d negOtiations were in the "vely Ffinal hoUrI s shead of a UA-EU sUrmit in L
ondon, descri bed stoppi ng peopl e bei ng stuck in bord@r queues as OV "very sel
si bl e obJ ective". Asked wheth@r th@ UK woul d have to fol | ow me EU rules in s
one ar eas as part of any deal s, the European rel ati onS ninister told the DBC
5 Sunda wi th Laura Kuenssberg “| ¢ will rean toki ng a soverei gn choice as toeo
o the cUmmon standards we wish to &lign". Consel vative M Al ex Burghart cl ai ned
the government’s proposed d€al with E e EU coul d nean the UK becon ng a "rul

e taker"o

The UK and EU wI I hoI d their first bilat@ral summitysince Brexi £ on Monday, d
escr | bed by Prinme Mnister Si r Keir Starnj.]as a "reaI l'y significant romef 1t" .
Sir Kir is expected to Olhnounce a d€al en he rre]ats ol opean Conmi ssi oN
Presi dent Ursul a von der Leyen and European Copnci l PreSi d@nt Antonio CoStao A
nnouncenel ts around trade and securi tY have 0BEen ex peCted to include British
aCcess to & 150 billion euro (£125 bi l I ion) EU defence fund, in what cour d be a



boost FOr UK defence conpani e5. Bul reports suggest there coul d al s0 be agree
ments on al | owing British travel |l ers to use e—gatES at European airports, Ut
ting red tape on food exports and inpOrts, and setting up a youth nobility sChene
wi th the EUo Thomns—SYrrOnds, who i s | eading the negoti ations, said he wes driv
en by "rul hl esS pragnOki sni Ond Focusedyon jols, | ower hOusehOld bi 115 aN
d stronger borders. The mnjster al so sai d the governnent woul d QSsess whether to
contribUte rTOney to E\U projects on a case-by-cOlse bOksi s, saYi ng it woUld
"consi der @ach one on its nerits". Asked whether he \Xés confident British traVel
lers Whul d be able to use EU e-gates at European ai rpor ts, Thomas-Synonds sai ds
"I “mcertainly pushing for people to b able to go through far more qui ckl Yo "I
think we can all agree that not being stuck in queues and havi ng mor € tine to spe
nd, whether il’s on hol i day or ér & trips, having mol e tine to do what you went
ooo WoUld be a very sensibl e objective." The mni Ster soid he wos confi dent abo
ut a deal on food, but added "nothing is agreed until everyt hing is agr Ced". He
addeds "We kNow \Xé've had | Orries wai ti ng for 16 hours, fresh fFOod in the back
not able to be EXported because frankly it’s J ust goi ng off, red tape, all the

Certifications that are requi red, we absol utely wont Lo reduce that."

Bur ghart tol d ghe programme his main conc@rn wes the gove;nrﬂwt signing up to EU
standards and becOmi ng "arule taker - on€ OF the thl Ngs we speCi fically
Ieft behi nd when K& | eft the EU". HE said th gOvel nn€nt had Not rul ed out
"dYnanic alignnent”, which woul d see the UK anU EU mai nt Ol n equi val ent regul ot
ory standards on food and trade, despite tF\e UK not being "in t he roony whel
Ful ure decisions are taken. He addeds “As the govern nt hasn’t rul ed that out

rBout to happen. "And i f
i i 5 about to happen, then that is a surrender of, some of Britain’s sovereignty a
nd w2 won’t stand for it"e On a deal aroUnd whetl ler young people flF omthe EU ¢

an con® to live and work in the UK d@nd vice versa, Thormas-Symonds i Nsi sted he weos

we have to assune it’s very firmy on the table and is a

negoti ating aroynd "a smart and contr ol | ed schere”, adding "nobody is remtely su
ggesting that’s Freedomof novenent o That ‘s ared || ne fFor us"e TNe Mni ster
did not respoNd directly to questioning on \x,hether there Wbul d be a cap on nurber
s or tl me-limted visas, suCh as in exi sting schemeS with Australia and Canada,
but did stress "that control elenent is hugely i gOrtOInt". He al so deni ed there w
er@ pl Ohs to exenpt st Udent nunber s Fromoverr:] | migration figures pnd add€d
"gnythi ng agreed - and | 5t ress thiS is i [ sensitive final hours _- \x/I Il be con

sl stent with reduci ng t he 1€@v@I OF net mgration as we’ ve prorTI sed" o

Appearing on the same pl Ogran'nre, Li beral Denocrat AP Cal umM | I er said he was "t
roubl ed by the sens@ the governrrEnt isn"t seizl ng this mrent, in the context of



a changed envi roanEnt, to Neally go further" on EU reI ati ons. The party’s sp
okesperson for Foreign aFFai rs said "setting oursel v@s on an alMMitious path tow
Ords a.custolM unioN is the best way to give some certal nty to British business
es"o M | 1er ol so ol ai nmed remnvl ng red tape between the UK and EU coul d be wor
th £25bn, ald a custons uni on coul d i nerease t he revenue fFurthero ReformUK | ea
del Nigel Farage cl ai med an EU deal trF]at i ncl ud@d a yOuth mobi | i ty scherme and
ing fishin{ rights for the EU in Bri tish weters woul d mean that “to ala

rge extent, Starmel will be betraYi Ng BreXi E" and he woul d "ge rl of it" i
f he Wos prine m Nister. Speaki ng to BBC Radl o 4’ s Broadcasting House, Farage sa
id a youth Ml lity 5ohem\xoUI d be "free nOverent of people to the under 3@s
" and "we know that’I| be a One-way stl eet - \Xéy re people will corme here Ch
a) a deal on defence WUI d ne

an "we’re going & o see by the |ooks of it British sol diers under an U fl ag" befo

exten

an will go in the other direCtion". Farage suggeste

re addi ng "EU cooperati on absol utel y, under an EU flag, no".

40, Latest News & Updates

httpss [[www.bbcecom/news/uk

How assi sted dying | aws across the UK coul d change

Separate bil1'S which \XOUI dlet ternhnall y ill peOpIe end their |ife are being

consi dered at Westminster and | n SCotl and.

41, Latest News & Updates

httpss /[wwwebbc.com/news/war-in-ukraine




Trunps Nothing' s gol ng to happen unti| Putin and | get together

The BBC asked Presl dent Trunp whether he wes di sappoi nted by the | evel of the del
egation that Russi a sent t o Turkeyo

42, |Israeli forces besiege Gaza hospital as Hamas offers truce terms

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy98d929yyno

sl aeli forces bQsiege Gaza hos t Ol Homas offerS trUce terM

Thi s week has al s0 seen the deOM|iest weve of air stri kes on Gaza i n monthso

|sreel s mlitary said it had I aunched "extensiVe ground operatiHs" oVer the p
ast day as part of a new offensi Ve ai M o destroyi ng Harmas whi ¢ it has called
"Operation Gi deon’ s Chari ot s"o

Medi cal staff and patients at the | ndonesi an Hospital, in Beit Lahia, cane uNder "
heavy firecoq preventi ng the orri Val of pati ent s, madi cal st af f, and suppl ie

s", the Ml stry sai d on Sunday.

| sraeli forces have b@sieged a hospital in no[_tlher n Gaza as they contl nue an off

ensi ve to seize territory in the Strip, the al Y&-run heal th mini stry has sai do

The | sroel Defense FOrces (IDF) said it troops were Fighti ng "tirrorist infrasCr

ucture sites" in north@l n Gaza, includi ng th@ area near to the | ndonesi an hospl

ta.

The heal th m N stry said three public hosp| tal s \XEre now "out of actl on" int
he North GazQ\ gOvernorateo At | east 67 people have di €d and 361 have been injur@



din the last 24 hours, it saido

Speaki ng to the BBC on Sunday, Abhammed Sal ha, director of the al -Awda pri vateJosp
ital in northelln Gaza, sai d the cl osure of the | ndonesi an H05pi tOl wOul

e an inpact on Uhe cOlre he was able . o provideo

hav

He sai d al -Awda depended on the | ndonesi an Hospital for stores of oxygen and for
its intensive care unito

M Sal ha added that therF had been a bonbi ng near his hospital overnight causing "a

| ot of danmge" to the Okili ty that Stoff were aC tenpti ng to quickly repairs,
On Tuesday, |sl aeli strl kes had hit two of the | argest hospi tals | n Khan Youni
S, the Na55ell Medical Conpl ex and European Hospi ta °

ThE Israel | mli tary accugd Haras of hi di né a cormand and contr Ol c@ntre ben

eath European HoSpital, an\d said it conducteld a "precise Strike" on "Horms te

rrorists"s

Israel i rre]ﬂ a reported the target of the strike wos Senior HANO fi gure Noha
Med SinwdF - the younger brother of the I"orner Hanas | eader in Gaza, YOhya Si

NYar o

| sraeli strikes on Saturday hi t the southern ol ty of Khan Youni s again, as wel
| as towns in & he north of Gaza, incl udi ng Beit Lahi @ and the Jabalia refugee cal N

p, the heal th mnistry ald r@scuers fromLhe civil defence forces saido

Thousands of peopl e have been killed since |srael resuned its strikes on 18 Narch

, Following the collapse of a | ragile ceasefire Which | asted two months.

| srael “s mlitary has said the expansion of its cOrpal gn is ained at "achieving a
Il the wer’s obj eCti V5" | nol udi ng rel eaSi ng hostages and "the defeat of Hama

s

Aid agenci es have worned about Lhe risk of F@nine anong God o' s 2,1 nillion pop
ul ation, as I"Ootage and aocountﬁ energe of, enaci Okted children sul fering ml nu
triti One Israel has b€En bl oc ing suppll es OF FoOd and Other aid Fromente
ring the ter ritory for 10 we@ks.



New i ndi rect tal ks ai med at securi ng a ceasefire were held on Saturday in Qatar,

jUst houl’ s after I srael | aunched its najor New of fensi veo

Horas of fered £ O reI ease ni ne hostages in exchange for a 60-dOly truce, a Pal est
inian official told the BBC,

The of fi Ci al said the new pl oposed deal \XDUI d al so al |l ow the entry of 400 aid
trucks a dOly, and the evacuati ongl‘ medi cal patients from GaZ a. | srael, in turh,

has demanded proof of IiFe and (etailed i nformlion about all rerml ni ng hos

t ageso

Israel said prior to the tal ks that it \xoul d not w’thdr aW troOps from Gaza o)

r cOmmt to an end to the wero

Prime M ni ster Benjamn NetanYahu egl ier thi s nmont)1 prom sed a nmaj or m litary
cOntroI sWbtNes Of Gaza, forc@ the Pal

escal ation in the wer to OCCUFF,' an
of the t@rritory, and "deStroy" Hamas.

esti ni an popul ati on to the sout

ThE Wbr wS tri ggered by the Horms-1 ed attacks on southern | Srael on 7 Octob
©r 2023, which saW about 1,200 peOpl e killed and mre than 250 taken hostage.

Sone 58 hostages remai N in Gaza, up to 23 of whom Okre bel i eved to be Olive.

Mre than 53,000 Pal €stini Bns have b&en kill €4 duri ng lsroeel“s mlitary canp
aignin Gaz Ol

43, US & Canada

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/us-canada

“To Easy LoL” - New Orl eans J ail break may have been i Nsl de j ob



The inmates ripped a toilet fromChe wall and esCaped through a hol € beF or@ run
ning across a hi ghwOly.

44, Latest News & Updates

httpss [/www.bbc.com/news/scotland

Sur geon inquiry spends £imbefore heal i ng evi dence

The inquiry into di sgraced Taysi de brai n surgeon Sam El janel wes IaUnChed | &

st month an\d has racked up £1.85min costs 50 faro

45, FBl identifies suspect in fatal Palm Springs fertility clinic blast

httpss /[www.bbc.com/news/articles/c787j38wpbpo

st tage .ed fertil I ty clinic
6 minutes ago Share SOWe Nadine Yousi F BBC News Share Save

AFP vi a Get ty Irrages



Authorities have ident| Fi the suspect in a deadly car bl a5t thal target ed a fe
rtility cli Nicinral msdp ings, California as Guy Edwerd BartkUs, a 25-Year
old mal ¢ ey 5 d "h ni hi Iisti ¢ ideati Ons". The FBl sai they believe he i
s the sol e F T\e i ncident. They,said on Sunday that r.]

atality in e detonated expl

osi ves outside the cli ni c anU tried to i Vestreamthe attack, but investl g
ators are still pieci Mg together his mnven'ent s before the eX pl 0si On. The bl ast
happ ed just before 11800 |ocal tinme (198@@ BST) on Saturday, |ess thal ) a mil e
from \Adowntown Pal mSpgi ngs, near several busi nesses i ncl udi Ng the Anri can Rep

roduct ive Centers (AR . The clinic said no-one frOmthe Facil i ty wes harnmede.

The FBI had cdl | ed the att Dok an "intentioNal act of t&rrorisn. They bel i ev @
Che 5U5pect del i berately targeted the in vitro ferCilisati On (1VF) facility. Th
ey added they al e revieui ng a nani festo they bell eVe is linked to Bartkuso Po
lice said Bartkus i s a resident of T\XEntyni ne Pal ns, hone to a | arge marine base

aboUt an hour OaY fromPal rrfpri ngs. The FBl has executed a Sear Ch werrant o
n his residence in |wentynine Pal ns, they Said. Nearby residents had been gvacU
at edo POlice stressed ChOW there is nO on-goi ng threat to the public, Both
at the Oi t e of the blast and near the suspect’s hone. The bl ast wes a result 0
al e vehi cl e-borne i nprovi sed expl Osive devi ce, |awenfol cenent sour ces to[
d BB\."5 US partner CBS News. Akil Davi s, the FBI’s assi Stant directOr in the L
o5 Angel es fiel d offi ce, Soi the suspect used a 2010 si | ver Ford Fusi on sedan i
n the attacke M Davis said ti‘le FBI is stiII IOOki ng For the pUbli C hel p t
o pi ece tOgether th@ sUspect's wher eabout s before the bl ast, and Wil r endi

n on scene for the next day or twO to continue their inV esti gati one

FBI The FBI identified the Suspect in the Pal mSprings bl aSt as 25-year-ol d Guy
Edward Bartkus

46, Latest News & Updates

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/wales/wales_politics



ConSerVatives pl edge to dri Ve down Wl sh NHS wei ts

They will pronmise to reduce weits foll treatnent to no nore thOh a yeOr if they w

I n power next Mayo

47 . Latest News & Updates

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/world/latin_america

Copyri ght 2025 BBC. All ri ghts reservedo The BBC is not r@sponsi bl e for the con

tent of ©xternal sites. Read aboUt our approach to external I|inking.

48, UK and EU haggle over key points before first summit since Brexit

httpss /[www.bbc.com/news/articles/ckg4r54kd8do

Defel Ice Ueal s OInd pal ace invitess UK Ond EU hOlggl e before fi rSt summit since
Brexi t

18 hoUrs ago Shal e Save Katya AdI er Europe edi tor Shar e SOWe

EPA-EFE/ REX/ Shut ter st ock



" Don’t expect miracl es. But do know - everyone Whnts thi 5 to worke" On Nonday
in LOndon the EU aNd UK hol d lﬁeir first bi ateral sUmmt since Br exito Synbo
liCally, thisis & big ronent . d anal ysts | speak to, on and off th
e record, like the | ndividual | uSt quoted, are qui ck to point out di FFicUI
ties that exi St between tlle t\xo Sides. But all acknow edge the bilal eral bitt
erness provoked by Brexit is no more. It”s been eviscerated by the gravity of glob
al eveNts. Concer ns about Russi a Ond Chi nO), the \x,ar i n Ukrai ne, the shock of

the US under Donald TI Unp no | onger pri oritising European defenc@, plus a grow

fFFicials an

ing senSe of voter insecuri ty is propel | ing the two pOwers to work cl os@r tog
ethero

"Fail ure to&o 50, in the current | nternational cOntext, wOuld not be a good | o
ok, " says

nand Menon, director of the think tank UK in a Changi ng Europe. Most E
uropeOln countries realise that, he addss "Even the Frencho" More than rmost EU cou
ntries, France has been pl ayi ng hardbal | i n pre—sumwht negoti ations. |5 it ac
oi ncl dence that as tal ks \Xént to the wire before anday’s surdMt, tlle UK an
nounced that France’s presi dent has be@n inVited for his First state visi L2 K ng
Charl es and Queen Camilla will host ErmOInUel Mscron and hjs Wi fe at W ndsor Cast
lein Julyo A UK attenpt to bUK ter Up the Fr@nCh Ieader, perhapS2 "It |1 be
int@resling see i f they can agree common | anguage [for a summit agreenent]," s
ays Georgina Wi ght, European policy expert at the Instl tut MOnt sl gne. "Everyon
e in the CU wents closer relations with Che UK right now and Fr Olnce doesn’t Wén
t Lo be seen as the one counl ry bl oclAing cl oser UK-EU cooperation. But thOk dge
S not medl) that Fari S i 5 willing to give up on core interests." |nterests Iik

e fishing rights i N UK weters and bidding for EU defence contl acts.

Th@ Tel egraph/PA French Pr@si dent En'manuel Mecron and hi s wi Fe Brigi Lte have
been inVited to the UK for a stOkte Visit

Negotiating - or to be rmre accurate - haggl ing over the "m@at" of the sUmmit
will, 1’Mkold, continue till the | st nonment. On the day itsel f, we can expect

three Separ ate announcerelNtss A on nt declaration that addresses the Wrryi ng
geopol i ti cOl situation and elTphasi ses UK-EU shared foreign policy prl ori ties -
such as supporti ng Ukrai ne, keeping up pressure on Russia, and €nding civilian su
fFferiNg in Gaza

An EU—UK security and defence pact

A package of neasures targeted at reroving some trade barri ©r5 between t he EU and



UK that have corme about because of Brexit
Cl 0s@r econOnic tieS to EUrope

These trade measures are the "reset" oF rel ati ons \x,| th Che EU that UK Prire M
inister Sir Keir Starrer has pronh sed since hi 5 par ty won a g€nel al el ection
| ast sUmnero They are Far Froman econonic garechanger for the UK, thougho Har d
ly \xhat you'd cal | anbitious. Destroyi Ng all rade barri er_s vl th the EU is i
npossl ble if the LabOur gover nnent keeps tO itS own “red Il nes" of not rej oi
ni ng the bl oc”s custons uni on Or =i ngl e market. Despite promising to prioritise U
K economc growth, and pol 5 suggesti ng the rraJ ority of Bri tons went tO do ror
e trOlMe wi thethe EU, Labour wl | feel hermmd in by the i ncr @asl ngly popul ar,
roscepti C efol MParty. |t per Forrreq well in recent | oCal el ections in the
Ko Wi le sore in Labour (quietlY) adlM ¢ they are tena: d by a custons uni on
wi th t he EU to boost growh, any EGonom benefi ts woul Cf likely not b@ appgre
nt to voters before the next UK @l ectiono_ Party renbers fear they woul d risk
el g puni shed at the pOlls, amdst acCusat | ons by the opposition Conservatives
anl Reformthat the govel nment woul d have betraye BI" exi €. These conc@rns nak

e the Starner governn'ent "nor e cauti ous, |less bold", says M Menon.
So whOXk wl I be agreed at the surmt?

The UK i S taki ng a sEctor—by—sector approach to try to redUce costI y trade ba
rriers with t he EU. Many EU-UK negoti ati ng hour S have gone | neo agreeing a pl
ant and Ohi mal  heal t h deal , knovn a5 an SPS agreenment. This will facilitate
the export and inport of reat and pl aNt products between the EU apd UK and h
eduCe post -BreX i t trade oonpl i cati Ons bet ween Nort hel n IreET| and nd Britdl
ineo I'n exchange, the EU insists the UK nust agree to fol | Owing any new sﬁS rul es

i Ntroduced i N the future A&nd accept a rol e For theI European Court of Justice in p

elpr

olicing the a reenent o Those condl tions 'I| likel y be unpopul ar with ardent

%er S0 They m ght al so put \vbacks Up i n Washi ngton and conpl i cat
e the K doing @ wider future deal on agriculture W th the US, as the UK woul d
b€ tied to stringent EU standards.

Brexi t yspppor

PA A New Fi shi ng agreenent FOr UK woters is needed as the current one expires
next year
But the Labour governmt knows public opinion pol | 5 su?gest msC peopl e 'Fn t

he UK pl" i Oritise trade with the EU over the Us. Cur rentl y the EU counts 1 or



41% of UK export5° the US for 21%. The UK gover nC will probObl y insi st the
SPS agreenent |5 good for C he British eCono I’Tﬁhough ani nal and pl ant expo
rts Oind inPorts alle, in fact, a smll| Part OIF overall GDP. In reality "groWéh

is abit of red herring helle", Says M ManOno On the EU Side, the FI ench,

baci(ed by oj']er Fl shi ng nations |ike the Netherl ands and Denmark, have taxen a
tough stance in these t ol ks - refUsi ng to Sign up unl €55 the UK agrees tO |
ong-termEU fishing rights in UK weterso. The curl ent post—Brexi t fishing agr eene

nt expl res n@xt year o
Free-er rmvenent for some

The reset we’l| hear Obout at Mnday’ s sUrmit will al so include a "mobility" s
ection. Starm@r will get hi s ask, For Lhe EU to recogni € K pr of essi Onal qual
i fFications, t0O Encourage cross-border busl nesso. There will al so be a reduction i
n.visa restri Cti Ons for UK nusicians travel ling and perFor mng in the EUs I n ex
ange, the EU - and Ge”mny most passi onately - wentS a youtl'l mobility sche
me, al |l owing young EU citizels to travEI stUdy and evel work in the UKo The
UK has si m ar sChe mes W th Canada Austral i@, South Korea and Japan, amngs
t others. But thisT.l
nunber one.priority for the L O¥bour government o It’s a hot-button issue and th@
UK Hore OI"F

a5 been tricky to agree. ReduCi ng mgration Figur esi 9 a
ice will seek to tOughen conditions and limt EU nurbel” s.

Negoti ations are ongoi Ng but, accOr di ng to EU sourceS the scherr al ready has
a names YES, or YoUkh Experl ence Scheme. Son@ areas Of negotl ati ON are more
advanCed Bhan otherso This will be reflected in Mnday s announcenent. There Wil

| Ol 50

e talk at the sunmi of plans to tackle illegal migration, cooperate
on carbon bordel” taxes, and si npl i fy energy trading bEt\XEen the EU and UK. Redu
cl Ng EU UK trade barriers on chemcal 5 Ohd Phar maceutical goods is al so QA wK
anbi tion, as I 5 getting access Lo Eu databases, l'ike tF\e Schengen | nf ormati o
n System to better track down crimnal s But for now, at |east, the EU is saying n
o to thate If i L rokes an ¢ ception for the UK, O her non-EU countries will de

and the same, it insists. O oourse it’s in the i Nterest of both sides to Fl

ht cross-border crime. The UK al gues the current state Of the world calls For mor

e flexible thi nkl ng fFIom Brussel So
DEFCnce and secul i ty conplications

The case for rmore flexible thi nki ng | s ol So sorethi ng the UK is calling for w
hen i £ cores to Monday” s deFence aNd Securi ty pact wl th the EU. The EU and UK



al ready work CI osel y together On Russl an sanctions and defendi ng Ukrai ne. And
the pact | sn’ t IEgaI ly bi ndi ng docunent, so how conpl i oat ed gan these tal ks b
e, you may ask? | he answer is pret Uy conmplicOked. The UK wonts I ts defence com
panies tO be all owed to bid for contracts under the EU’ s nEw re-ar manent schene,
SA'F-E (SecUri ty Ac? on for Europe). "Th@ UK has earned the I i ght to access sU
ch a deal because_o the | eadership it’ s shoyn over Ukraine," says internationa
defence expert gophi a Gaston, a visiting fel |l Owat King s Col | ege London.

PA Sore believe the UK has earned the right to bid fol EU arnms contracts due to i

tS | eadership over Ukrai n@

"Britain is a serious player both in t radi ti onal defence capabilities, | | ke pI' odu
cing nuni tions, and in cutti ng edge defence innovation, where new growkh and enel
gy ise. "If th@ UK has access to Che erer ging EU deFenoe progranmes, it can Con
tri bute to mass ald eo [The Wér in Ukrai ne] has shown that both are needed." B
ut Ms Gaston admts, ‘ljcK conpOini S getting the go-a ad FrOmBrussel s is g "
ssy" process. "Re-ArmEU", as Brussel s dubs its new UriVe, is still a \xork in
Progr ess, spurr ed by rapidly changi ng geopolitics, incI udi ng Feal s the US \x/I

I Wthdraw at | east sorme of the crucial security sUpport Europe has rel i €d on
si Nce World Wr TwO. This is not yet a fully formed EU strategy that the UK can
"pay to pl aY" apart in, as it has one post-Brexit with the EU' s r@search &n
d innOvati_on schene Hori zoN, for exanpl e An agreenent with the UK in this defe
nce industrl al context will be brand new and bespokes And it’s getti ng pol i tica

[ o

Si gni ng the security pact On AMonday is just a Step | n the process. France Wén
ts tO severely restri Ct non—EU Comnani esabi ddI ng for the bloc’s 3

ontracts, including € he UKk bul Conadi an aNd Armrican firms too. |F the EU is sp
endi ng ils t axpayer 5 mon@y on defence, it ar gues it should be spent wi Ch EU ¢

efence ¢

onpani e5 t hel p boost EU ecONonies. Paris al so says, in thi 9 rapidl Y changi ng
wol 1'd of sch g

depende_nt on suppliers Outside the bl oc. Scepti Cs suspect France, \xh| ch hOIS & s
ophi Stl cated defenCe industr_y, of wanling to hoov @r Up lucratl ve EU contrac
tg for i Wselfo But it I ooks || ke it is losing the internal EU argunent, with th@
Nordi cs, the Bal tics, Poland, Italy and the Netherl ands favouring me openne55
on defence contracts, and particularly w Eh the E

i fting alliances and al | egi ances, the EU shoul d be sel f-rel | ant, not

U’ s bi ggest economc power, Ge
rmal VY, chanpi oni ng the UKo "Gerrmny aNd France haye very di FFere_nt acti tudes t
ower ds the UK, " says Gell man eConom St Armin Stei nl)ach Fromthl nk tank Br Ue
gel o Gernany wil 1l al weys put rel ationS with EU heavywei ghts Fr Olnce and Pol and fi



rst, says M Stei Nbach. BUt he believes the UK wi Il be heI ped in defelNCe and
econon ¢ negoti Okions with t he EU Py new GermOIn Chancel | or Friedrich Mar z, vwh
o argueS "a unified Europe is the absol ute pri ority in the current geopoll ti cal
setting".

Huge chal | enge of deFence cooperati on

49, UK Eurovision entry played outside Buckingham Palace

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/videos/c5y520wlj6po

...........

The dition of the UK's Eurovi sion entry Ou
tsi de Bucki ngham Pal ace on Saturday nor Ni ng, ahead of the song contest final in
Swi tzerl ando

The Roydl Family shared Ehis video ol X 5ayi nge "W shi ng RemenbEr Nonday th
e v€ry best of | Uck in the Eurovision Fi nal in Basel thi S eveni ngé"

Viewers in the UK can wat Ch t he band perFormV\hat the Hel | JusC Happened? on BB
C One and BBC i Pl ayer fIF om 20800 BST, with |ive updates on the BBC News websiteo

50. Two dead as Mexican Navy ship crashes into Brooklyn Bridge

httpss [/www.bbce.com/news/articles/c391n8p4pdyo




Two dead as Mexi can Navy ship craSh€s into Brookl yn Bri dge
Vi deo shows ship cr ashi ng i nto Brookl yn Bridge

Brookl yn I esident NI ck Corso, who witneSsed the aCoi dent, sOl d the area erupte

d in panico. There was "I Ots of screamng, sor® sal lors hangi ng FrOmthe mast s,
* he told AFP.

Footage shows the ship’s towering nasts cli i_]the brl dge as it passed ulNder tre

str Ucture. Lrew nenbers were standing on tl le masts Ok they snapped and fel

to the deck, authorities sal do

Pol i ce said the CuQluhténoc, with 277 people on board, |ost pov)er on Saturday a5
he capt ai N wes rmnoeuvrl ng the vessel , ForCi ng it to h€ad For the bri dge
alMutnent on the Brookl yn si de.

Two p€opl e have been killed and at |east 19 others injured aFter a Lal | veXic
an Navy training sailing shi p crashed into NeW York \lity’ s BI ookl yn Bridge.

Darmged masts On the Mexican Navy training ship CuauhtémOc after it crashed int
o New York Ci tY's Brookl yn Bri dge

NeW/YOrk Ci ty MaYor Eric Adans confi rmed on X that two peopl e dl ed and two o
f the 19 inj ured were in critical conditione

Brookl yN Bri dge dl d not suffer any major damage and wes reopEned after a preli
mnary i nspeCti ONo

Pol | ce said they beli eved " machani cal M Funct i on" and a power cut had caused
th@ col li si one

The New York COast Guard sai d Lhe CusuhtémOc I ost all Ehlm ee nasts. AI| per son
nel on the ship had been accOunt €d For and no-ol e had Fallen in t he watel o

Crowds fled fromthe weter’s edge as the ship hit the bridge.

Another witness, Kelvil Flores, told the BBC he Whs at work when he saw the cor
asho



He came out into the street to find a | ot OF "cOrmmti on and a |l ot of chaos" with
Fir@ engi nes and pOI ice trYing Co reach the sCene but the rOadS CI ogged wi t
h traffico

"dUst seei ng the actual darmage wes i nSane," he sai do "Peopl e carrying stretch
€rsecoo they ver @ trying to get th@ injured oUt,"

Mexi co” s Presi dent CI audi & Shei nbaum sai d She wes deepl y Saddened by Che 10ss

of two cr @w menbers in the acci dento
The Cuauhténmoc wes towed fromthe scene after the Crasho

Th@ Vessel , whi Ch measures 297 feet Ion? (917 and 40 feet (12 wi de, accOrdi
ng to the MeXican navy, sailed fFor the I irst tirme in 1982,

Each year it sets sail Ok th@ end of ol asses at the naval nili tary school to f

i ni sh cadets” trQli ni ngeo

Thi s year | ¢ 1 ©Ft the Mexican pOrt of AcapUI co on 6 AprI |, the navy sai do It
s final dest i nati On wes intendle to be | cel ando ArrOrg | schedul 4 st ops
I hl ps rac® in Jul Yo

al ong the wey wes Aberdeen, Scotl and, for the city’ s Ta

Pol i ce sai d the CuOluhténoc’ s nast he'B;ht wos 48.2m (158Ft) o The New York transpo

re depar trent’ s webSite says the Mridge haS a 135ft cl earance at its centr@.

516 Celtic rainforest in Wales facing extinction crisis, ecologists warns

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/c7873ynnn570

BAE NEWS

Celtic I Oli nforest ) g speci e tion crisis’



12 hoUrs ago Share Save Paul Pi gott BBC News Share Save

Ben Port er Tenperate r ai NforesC, seen here in the Val e of Ffestiniog, Gwyned
d, is fFound i N areas subject to the infl Uence of the SEa

An "extinCtion crisis" is happening in Britain’s tenperat e rai nfprests where som
e of the world’ 5 rarest mnsSes, lichens and |iverworts are vani 5F‘i ng, ecol ogi s

S hoave worned. Al so knOwn as Cel tic rainforests, tenperate rai nFOrests Qre foun

d pri mily al ong the UK's western coasts. A survey of Wel sh rainforests | n 2004
found only 22% were in a good condi tion due Lo pol | uti on, fragnentati On and inv

asi_ve speci es. "When this tre@ came down, in a flash we |ost a species," Said eco

Iog| st Sabi ne Nouvet aboyt & 500-year-old oak in Err¥ri Nati onal Par k, al so know
n as Snowdoni &, whi ch Felr during StOrmDarragh i D@cenber .

The tree wos horp t O one of the UK s best known popul ations of a rare lich@n, t

he | oss oF _\xhic weis "synbol i c of the species crisis, the extinction cri si s, that
we are facl ng now', said 1= NoUveto

Ms NoUvet, a rai nforest dvi sor wi th Pl ant L| fe, a rmerber of the Alliance for

Wsl es” Rai nI"oreSts, 5ai d the fallen t ree’s bark wes once hore to me than 6
0 typ@s of |ich@n. The rarest \x,as the minuscul e rj nodi na i si di oi des - its tiny
structures, when Seen through a hand lens, resembl e its cormon name, skel etal f
ingerso It lives only ON trees ot |1 @ast 300 years ol d and i N conditioNs found e

xCI uUsi vel y | n the rain-sosk@d val | eys of western Ireland and Britain.

Skel etal Ffingers Iichen OktaChed Lo other tr@es i th garden netting could hel p

the species to survive, Ms Nouvet says

Tegper at @ rainforests occur on | €55 than 1% of the pl anet’ s surface and Wil es ha
s | ncel nationally i portgnt exanpl es Of the hpbitat. The special habitat’s twis
L ed branches, daPpl e Iigi'] aaunder storey ONce coVered mC
h of the countly, but, is now Only FolUnd in isol al ed areas ipcl udi ng the Wodl a
nd Tr ust’ s Coed FeLI d-:,

t and noss-covere
enrhyd near Bl aenau Ffestini og, Gwyned

Kel th 0 Bri en An anci €nt bridge oVer the Afol Prysor in Coed Fel enl hyd, nea
r Bl aenou FFeSti Ni Og, Gwynedd

Decenber’ s storm " hammer ed the forests around here", Sai d Ms Nouvet, She said a



t Ieast Si X anci ent trees, d@sCribed as "granqmnthers" OFf the FOrest, wel e_Io
st in Coed Fel enrhyd. The presence of skel etal Fl nger on one of those tregs indl ¢
Oked "that this Valley has got clean air, it as anci ent for@st, that t i5 tre
e wes, for some reason, I eal | y ol d and then \Xé | Ost it", she addeds

| sobel | e Hotchki s5 Co@dwi g Dyfi Site of Special Sci enCific | nterest, near Machynl

leth i N PoWY S

Thel e is hope the skel gtal finger species can hang on I n the valley after clippi

ngs wel e relocated to Five other old trees nearby. Ms Nouvet said the ai mwas f

or the-glippings to seed the bal k beI ow, but the process could take up tO a de
There i s about 33,024 hectarEs, O 46, 000 footbal | pi tches, of rai nfOr

esC left in WOV es. Storns are j Ust one of the threats to anoi ent woodl ands suc

cadeo

h @5 Coed Fel enr hyd i ch, according to the State of Wal es Rainforest report, cO
ver just 4.3% of country’s rai nforesk | andscapes

Waterfalls like thi S one i N Afon Prysor gorge, in Eryri Nati onal Park, create
the hUnhdity that terrp]arate rai nforest species need to thrive

MJch of this rainforest |acks connectivl ty to simlar habi tats beCouse it is
surround@d by Far [T or woodl ands pl anted Wl th non-native speci es5. Sone al e graz
ed inapproRri atel y the survey said, and Mm are offeCted by rhododendrons
that smotNer the forest f1Oor | n a deMNse slMade €hat,native speci es cannOt

tOl erate. Farrel d retired forester Aled Thormas s d e Cel ti c r ai nfor @s
t hald been "grazeansi nce Che beginning of tine", Iea ing to the Formtiol o
f these wOodl ands. But Conservati on fforts in t he past sOlWw nany anci ent Wbod
| Onds fenced offo "They have grown wild w‘th i Nvasl ve speci es coming in so nOne
of t he naturOll fl owers associated with this tYpe of woodl and have been present,

" M Thorms eX pl ai nedo

Farmer Al ed ThomaS says grazi Ng snal | Dexter cowS in parts of the rainforest is
hel pi ng to rest Ore nall ive speci es

M TholTas grazes mnI | Dexter cattl @ in Coed y Gri_bi n, a pocket of rainforest
managed by the RSI B near DoI gel | auo "They will provl de a habi Cat fFor O much
more diverse sp@ci €5 rOinge by thei r hooV es mar ki ng the grOund, driVing in ac
orns, r0| ling on the ground and they || graz€ anythi ng and EVerythi ng," he said
o "They eat brdIMMles |ike they Ore havi ng supper." Each animl is fitted \xjth a@
PS tr Okker and an al armthat trains themto keep to areas that need grazi ng and



vy From senSitive par t s of the for@st. "The Iandscape has changed dramati c
al |y because the cows have been here For abDout three seasons and you notice there’
5 very 1i Etle bracken and there are bl uebel |5 cond ng upe" M Thormas Said farm
s wth mnr e wOdl ands \Xére the key Co 1inki ng up i sol ated parts of the rainfo

'i d for growing cows, you can growFood y grazi
ng in wQOodl and and the benefits fromthat are ?‘

resto "You just don’t need a fl e
uge to the Forest and the farm"

* Peopl € don’t realise i t's here’

52. Shropshire photographer captures beauty of back garden wildlife

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8Bkve8krdno

ilm‘\’*: /l‘ﬂ\\\g‘;—
BAENEws

Back garden’s wildlife b cptured over d cade

18 hoUrs ago Share Save Vanessa Pearce BBC News, West M dI ands Shal e SaVe

Andl" ew Fusek Petel” s Phot ographer Andrew Fusek Petel s Capt ured a gol dfi nch wi th
I ai nbOWeF fect wings in hi s ShropShi re gO¥rden

A photographer has spent s decade carryi,ng out "garden s@faris" in Order t o capt
ure th@ divel si ty and eauty of BrI tain’s back garden wildlife. The | n’aQEs
, iNcl udi ng battl ing birds and squabbl i ng 5qUi rrel s, showed just what could be fo

a Andrew Fusek Peterso "I wonted to cel ebl Oke the
everyday stories and reveal the beauty ol our birds, mal bl 5 and i nsects that |
ive al on{si de us," t he Shropshi re photogr a)her added. Hundreds of his i mages f

eature in a new bOoke

und "under our noses", 5ai

Andrew Fusek Peters T red squirrel s wer@ captur ed fi ght ing in a back garden
oN the | Sle of W ght



The rjority of the photographs were taken | n hi 5 "rodesC " garden, and | ocal Vvi
|l age of Lydbury. "You don’t hOle to avel to natur@ I esel ves Or mnuntai ns
." he saide "l sonmetinmes get snobbery F romthe bi g photographers who go to Africa
aNd dO the lions qnd tigers, ol Gr €enl and for the POI ar bears," he expl al

Ned. "And they thl nk |” msonehow i nferi or because | dO blue tits in the gard
eN."

Andrew FUsek Peters The phF;ographer set ,up a hide on a dOnestic | awn tO captur

e thi s rare image of a notllel” hare suclling her |everet

But, he added, capturing rOl e i mages Fl;oh as a hare feeding her | everet on soneon
e tir® | took | t, that hOW beeN photog

raphed maybe | ess than 10 times in the world," he saido | t wes sheer gold on ny m

e’ s back | awn was "just amazing". "At t

eml y card.”" He had al sO travelled to other parts of the UK in order to Cathre
ot?iir “extraordi nary molYants," including a foX FOImly playing i N apham sou
th L-ondon, Ond & Pair of r@d squirrel s on the Isle of Wghto

Andrew Fusek P t ers This pair of br i ghtly col oured branblings Fi ghtl ng over
fOod weis one o(F the phot ograPher”s favourite shots

M FUsek Peters started concenk rati ng on his own gardel wildl i_Fe after a di agn
osis of bOwel cancer in 2018, perfecting a € @chni que to "pake tl ne stop" to ge
t shots of birds alld bUtCerflies taki ng Orr and in m fFlighte Using his it
chen as a hide, he has al s0 t aken rare picturge of birds - shoWfng the effect of
di ffraction on their w ngs, _giving a rai nbow el Fecto "This wintel | got a \xoodpe
cker and & Nuthatch” he sal d, addin{ the i Mages wre "extroordi nary". "Everyon
e’ s going to accuse ne of usi ng AI, Ut it’s not - it’s actually Scientifico" H
e added he wdks "one of the FeWin the worl d" to have taken such i magps. "l just
seemt o have this bl essed | uCk when | concentrate on what’s out of tlle kl tcheN
\xjndo\XL"

ANdreW/ FUs@K Peters This i r%e oF a nUthatch I s armong the col | ecti on

The bOok was al so a "rallyi ng cry" to transform"over-mani cured spaces into [Tdre
vildlife FI i endly havens," he said. "These pl aces are inportant, | think they re
al | y are," he added. "As w8 knoW vith ¢l i rat @ change and with what’s happeni n
g with habi tat al ol of speci es are really suffering, and that i ncl udes our
garden visitors so it’s inportant to showcase them "They are just as inpor tant as
al| the Woénderful crestur®S of the jungl e and the des€@rt," he addedo



Andrew FUsek Peters A Fox fami |y plays in CI a)ham SOuth London

Andr ew Fusek Peters Thi 5 i mage oF o ruby Cail ed wesp i s included in the boo
k

Spri ngwetch present ©r lolo Wilians said of the book, Garden Safari s "Andrew nak
eS the ordi nary | ook extraord(ifary — stunni ng photography \xhl ch hel ps to enph

asi se the inportance of our garUens for \ledlifeo" “I think this is the best conp

liment |°Ve ever had," the phot ogr apher cormment €d.
Andrew Fusek PeterS A mal e pied flycatcher is captur@d bringing FOod to the nest

Andrew Fus@k Pt @I s The photographer said it took six days to capture this i
rralge of a bank vole in hiS back gar den

Gar den SaF ari i 9 pubI | shed by Gl of feg Books

Fol | ow BBC Shropshire On BBC Sounds, Facebook, X and | nstagram

53, Facial disfigurements ‘| was refused service in a cafe because of my

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy4k8I5y5jlo

£ i \ iy N
| Wbs refused servic@ i a cafe becauSe of ny face’
18 hOurs ago Share Save Van@5sa Pearce BBC News, West M dl ands Share Save

BBC An’nt Ghose wes born wi th Neurofi br ondt 0si 5 tYpe 1

Subj ected to brutal bUIIyi ng as a child, Amt Ghose says he Still has to deal w



i th constant staring, pointi ng and conments, and has even been refused service

in a cof @ because of his FaCeo The 35-year-ol d fromBi rmnghamdeScri bed how vi s
iti ng an i ndependent cof fee shop in London recently "evel yone wes stal i ng at

me, and it wes |ike they’d al nost seen a ghost"g "The perSon serving | ooked at me

and sgids “0Oh, we’'re not servi ng any more’ o "Jhe turned aroUnd and wel ked Orr.
But cT early, clearly they were still serving."

Amt wes born vi th NeUrofi bromnt osi s type 1, a condition that causes non-cal 1c@
rous tumnurs tO Jrow al oNg nerves. But after "l earning acceptance" of his fa
cl al disfi guren‘ent h€ now shares his noti vati onal stOry in schQol s vith the ai

mof hel pi ng children "enbrace their personali ti es and c@l ebl Oke \xho they are",

Amit Ghose Arit Ghos@ had surgery tO renove his eye when he was 11

ANother recent experi ence Or abUse sp red hi mon to sel f publish a children’
s book, Born Differents "l had a coupl e oFr i ndi vi dual 5 cone over to ne in a park a
nd ask n what happened to W face, and | thought They were jUst being Curious,
" he sai do "But actuOl |y tlley started Iaughi ng, gi ggl ing, sayings “Oh ny God,
i fl had a face like you | WAul dn’ t even cone out ny hoUse” ." He sal d tlle
eNCounter "reall y upset” him "alNd | hought to nysel f, | Need Co do son‘Ethi n
g about this. | need tO get t hi 5 bOoItr( outo Nowis the right time". "If | had t
his bOok wh€@n | wes a young child, | think it would have hel ped re."

Amt Ghose After suffel ing bullying at scho Ol it wes j 0i ni ng Che cri cket team
that hel ped hi mnake frl ends

A had his | eft eye 5urgi cal ly remVed at the age of 11, leading to further fa
ci al disfigurement as Wi | as abuse ANd bul l yinge In tlle run up to HaII oween
ONe year, a child at school told him"you don’t need a Hal | oween maSk, you’ve go
t one for life", he I" ecol | ed. "That brOke ne to the poi nt where | did not accept

the | eft hand side of my face," he said. "For o very, very long time | hid the fQ
ce, | just wes not cOnﬁortabIe show' Ng it to the \xorla at allo"

Looki ng back, he sai d he had not under Stood the depth of d€pr esSi on and an
xi ety he experienced, then. "Other children nOt wallting to come and sit next tO m
e ol hiding be ind their parents all had a nental effect oN ne," hesaid. At sC
hool , cricket wes his passion and it wes througkpl ayi ng the ganme that e eVentua

[ly made friends. "Cricket heI ped mbe00m mt, that bOy who plays cri cket,



fromAmt, the boy who has a funny face," he expl ai ned.

Arr'nt Ghose The moti vati onal speaker sai d Ne hoped th@ boOk woul d hel p chil d
r@n cel ebrate who t hey were

But, he said, evelN as an adult he sti Il experi enced "const Ont staring". "The pOi
nti ng, the tappi ng the £l i end nExt to theBsayi ng “have you seen that guy
s face’, that is al sq constant " he sai do "LJAut there is kindness out there a5
wel |, and that ne@Us highli ghti ngo"
“This is I Iel toke it or leave it’

It wos his vife Pi yal i who eventual |y taught himUChe "art of acceptance,” he expl a
inede "Really that |“ve got Co accept nysel f before ot hers ¢cOIn accept re," he ad
ded. She al so per Suaded himto start sharing his story on social nedia. "l though
t TikTok wes al | about singing and dancl ng, and | thought maybe not, put she conv
inced meo "l crea\. ed a video and | said to the wOrlds | went to ta&e you al |
on a joul ney to help and support and inspire you using ny |lived experiences.”"
He st arted his account in eOrly 2023, an has_si nce gon€ on to gai nh ol St 20
B,000 foll owers gnd millions of |ikeso "Me F\

aring ny st ory T\

world, this is m toke it or leave ito"

el pl ng peopl e on_social nedia bY s
a5 hel ped me becorme nore accepting of nysell . "Now | say to th€

Amt Ghose Amit says his vife Piyali persuaded hi mto shar@ hl s Story on Soc

ial rmedia

At about the sane tine, he IeF t his job at a law firmto take up motivational s

peai(i ng full tirme. Hel ping young people felt so much more inportant, he said. He i

s al s0 about to | aunch a podcasb i N whi ch he Speaks to ol herS who haVe had 5

i mar experi ences, including Iiver Bronhey who wOls ej @Cted froma restau

rant becouSe stoff said he \Xas "scal | ng the cust omers". "We're going to hav

e lots of fun and inspire a I ot of people," he saido. "Disability or no di Sabili ty

, visible di ffel ence ol no visi ble di Ffergnce, we all have insecul ities, we Ol

| have thi ngs that we’re faced w’th, ana

went to give Chis r]arrative tO people that if we truly cel ebrate who we are, a
fa Ee nor e cOnFi dent

chal | enges we’re faced witho "I jUst

ccept who we al e, | inlove wiLh who we are, then we can

n
o

54, What the hell happened to UK Eurovision entry Remember Monday?

httpss [[www.bbc.com/news/articles/crk2nrkv83@o




Eurovi si ons ’Wat the Hell JUst HappeNed” tO the UK entry?

17 hours ago ShO¥re Save MOYrk Savage Musi c Correspondent Repor ting from Basel
, Switzerl ald Share Save

Getty | mg€s Renenber Monday went into the contest W th high hopes, bul it wds n
ot tO be

Oh no, not agai N. For th@ third year in a row, the UK has cra5h€d out at Eu
rovi si on, taking 19th pl ace out of a possi bl e 26. It FCels particul arly cruel th
is tine because Our contestalts, Renerber Abnday, got a lot of things right with
their song, What the Hell Just Happened. MNost nOtabl y, they Ooul d sing — and |

nean, real ) reaﬂ y syng. Lauren, Hol | y and Charl Otte hit every harnmeny in the
i r Song, \Azat Th Hel Just Happen€d, vith pi npoi nt preci si on, draan on

a decade of Wist End experl eNce Chat’s seen themstar in everything fromMstild
a to Phant OmOF The Operao After toe-curling performances fromOl |y AI exanderi n
2024 and Mse Ml er iN 2023, their vocal s were as strong Ok alion’s roaro S

strong, in FOlt, that Chey calUght the att @ntion of Former Eurovision winner Conc

(¢}

hi ta Wirst. "Harnoni si ng on th@ Eurovisi on stage has hardly Wbrked ou\l in the pa
st, but they’'re spot on," Cgnchita enthused beFOre the final o "Their confidence i
5 i noredibl e« You i medi ak e1 y trust_them because when you feel the artist iS5 ne
rvous, you get nervous as a Viewero But th@y are just so light and so sharpo" S

o what wenl wrong?
Wstchs Key mwents from Eurovi sl on 2025

The chief culprit, if |”mhonest, wes the songo A rmani c ITE -mash of nusical st
yl es, it sped up in the verses, and sl OwRd down FOr the ¢ oruses, Wi t h al
| the consistency of ajelly i N a heatweve. That’g not to say it’s a bad piece of
writingo Indeed, all of th@ UK s 88 points cane FromproF e5Sional juri €sof S
ongW iters, whose job it is to recognise conpositi onal crafto It al y even gave us
th@ top scOl e of 12. Grozie millel They'I | have recogni Sed ol the cleVer B
ritish touches the band Cramned in - Elton John-sUyl e piano cresceNdos, Ol Beat | e
s-esque nel | otron riff, and a voCaI Col I back to George M chael " s Freedom’SIBo T
he Iyrl c5 were witty, tooo. Renini scent of Katy Perr y’s LaSt Friday Ni ght (
TGIF), or IF | Were a Bell FroMuys and Dolls, it wa5 all aboUt the drunken mis
takes you nake while trying to get QVer an ex. "Broke a heel ) =1 ny keys, scr
aped ny ke | Wen | FEII fromtlle chalMdelier." In three short ni nut @5, the
trio rattled off haIF a dozeN nerorabl € hoOks, all inbued with the unbreakabl e b



ond of their fri endshi po But as seasoned Eurovi sion Whtcher donathan Vaut
rey not@d, the song wes si nply too busy. "It s hard to |latch on to exac\ |y what
they’'re selling when you're too busy reeling fromthe constant whipl ash of heari n
g an al mst br Ond new song every 30 Seconds, " he wote On Che Wi br oggs fansi
te last mONthe. "Al though | “ve been able to settle intO the enk ry ovel ti @,
and now appr eci al e the theatrl cality of it all, first inpressions nat ter at E

urovi si oN." That’s an opi nion | heard nore than once. But still, | had hopeo

Cat chi ng a tramto Basel "5 St Jackobshal | e arena on Saturday, | WOk stopp@d by
a S\Xédi sh Man \xho'd spOtted my UK nedi a Pass. She wented to tell n@ how s
he’d di sITiksed Rer@MRer MNonday” 5 song when audi ti Oni ng this yeOr’s Eurovisio
n songs on SpotifY. Then she sOW their spiri t @4 performance in the sem -fi nal
"and | Understo =o Good enough for one vote, then. So y dl dnt nore people co
nNect with it?oThe Stagi ng wes put toget her by ACe Bower m WXho | 5 one
Of the UK s most respected Creati ve directors - responsi bl @ for Bl ackpi nk’s Bo
rn Pink world tour and,Dud Lipa's Iockdovn spectacul a' Studi o 2054, Speaki ng
beFore the final , she told me tlle perforrrance delibe_rately nOWe a virtue
Of the girls’ Friendship. "As soon as | met them I wos | ke, “Pl ease be ny fr
i eNds”" she told ne, "They are el ectric people, they have such a speCial pondo.
SO the one thing | wal t everybody to take awOly fromthe perFOrrmnce = F]
uch fun they are - b@Coause the audience Wi went to be their Fliends a5 well .
"lt wes carrp and Fun, but | acked Che scal e of Finland s Erjka Vikman, whO soar
ed above the Oludience on a gi ant pha lic mcrophone, or t @ dperm of Austri Ohn

ow m

wi nner JJ, who wes tossed around the sCage | n the storny sea O his own enoti

OnSo

Get ty | mages JJ’s st Olging wes sinpl e but poverful - did the UK try to do too

much?

"Th@ UK s staging wesn’'t flat at all but, a9 vith the song, it wes maybe a bit tO
o much," says Al exander Beijar, Eurovision repprter at Fi nni sh broodCaster Yleo "
lt wos |ike, we have three MnuteS, and we’l show you everything we can do on t
his stages W'l Siart in bed, we’ ||l dance on a chandelier, we’ll strut down the
cat \Xél k and \xe | end up | n the bed again in tha ends "l thi nk Maybe toNe
it down just a nod for next year. "Then again, as Ol Finn, vith the bi ggest mcr
ophone you Can find in the whol e of Swl tzerl and, ere | shoUldn’t give advice

| n
o

Was | t political 2



And what about that WA i nkl y old Eur ovi Si on chestnuts Pol | tics? Vote t radi ng
is an age—o d tradition at th€@ coNCest. SinCe Swelen Fi rst tOok part in 19
58, for eXanpl e, more thalN one-fifth of its votes have corme from Norwey, Finland,
Denmark and | gel ande BUt the sitUation is conpl i cat €4d. Political tensjons persi s
t in the Ba Rans, "but the cul tural connections seemto have trunped the pol i ti C
al di Visiols",; Dean Vul et ic, aUthor of Postwer Europe and the Eurovi si on Song
Contest, recent1 y told the AFP news agency. "l would say that thl s i 5 because the

se countries do share a musi C | Ndustry."

Getty | mages Renenber /I'bndbly) have & surmer of F@sti val appearances and cOnc@rts
to l ook forwaerd to, al | ooked before they were announced as this yeal “s Eurovi

si On act

The UK'S nusic industry isn’t particularly Wl | integrat ed wth EUrope, tendin
g Loride roUghShod over its less influ€ntial nei ghbours. When | t comes to f
riendly neig bours, our reputation toOk a hit ofter Bl exit - althoug Luxe

T \x51Y5 een a reliable source of votes, for reasons th aren't_MIZJ% c
leal . But here’s tF] E

nbourg has a
e things You can only Vote for a country in L=ul ovisl oN, n
ot agai nsf ito Renenber Nonday were gOod, but were they good enough to make your
persona Top 102 | f so, then great - you’d have gi ven themsone poi ntse Other\x/I
s@, it’ 5 a struggl e 0 accrue any nonentum In the end, that wos Rerenb@r M
onday’ s fates Anoj]er zero-Poi nt di sappoi ntrment . So whel e does that |eave the U

K goi ng into next year?

Graha Norton and SCott MI1ls gOle Rererbel” Monday their s€al Or approval on
BBC Raai o2

vel |, we |aid good FoUndai ons. Renenber AMonday di dn’t cone Wth a cochat E
urodance hit, or an insipid ball ade The vocal s were strong. The stagi ng conVeyed
personal ity Their energy wes i nfectious and they mOW@ Fri ends across Europe,
becomng gredt anbassadors for t © UK in the contest. Their 88 jury points al nos
t doubl ed | ast year’s score. We just have to find a wQly to get the publi C vot @ b
ack oN sid€. In other words, we shoul dn’t be t Qo down on the band thensel ves, a
s Scott MIIs and Graham Norton di scussed, on Radi o 2 this weekend. "I t hought the
y were spectacul ar, so | doN’t really ml nd where they pl ace, because it’ s not e
Miarrassing," said Ml s, "I “mwith you," Norton agreell. "They’'I'e so |ikeabl e W
hateV er happ@€NS, they wal k a\xay h@ads hel d hi gho" MIls cOutioned against the

creeping al l ure of cyni ci Sm “"There’s a section of Fans [who] will conplain ever



y year, vhal ever the UK doess “0Oh, the song’s too gener ic, the vocOl s areN’ € g
reat oo "We could 5end Adel e and they’d have sonat hi ng horribl e to say. "Bu
t the whol e thing about Eurovision is that it’s fun and it’s joy through musi cecss0
pl ease don’t spOiI ite Go and be m ser abl e 50rm\xhere el se." And Lhat’s exact
y the attitude we neeld. The UK s never going tO attract \mrld-c’]d asg talent if
all we do is | ook doWh on the conteSt and approOlch it with a dEFeatI st attitu
deo

Luckily, three peopl e haVe al reddy put their nalYas | nthe ri ng for next yearo
“Listen," sai dﬁen‘enber Nonday’ s LaUren Byrne when | bunped into hel” backstage o
n ThursdOly. "I

e Wino" Wl remenber, Renenbel” Monday. Dee you in Vienna next yearo

we do really badly, \XE're just gonna keep coming back Untl 7



