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New er a beckons f or  Ai r  For ce One af t er  Qat ar i  of f er  - but  what ' s i t  l i ke i nsi

de?

1 9 hour s ago Shar e Save Anthony Zur cher  On boar d Ai r  For ce One Shar e Save

Get t y I mages

Most  j our nal i st s t r avel l i ng wi t h t he US pr esi dent  don' t  see much of  t he i nt e

r i or  of  Ai r  For ce One,  t he pr esi dent i al  j et . The pr ess cabi n i s i n t he back of

 t he pl ane,  accessi bl e by a r ear  set  of  st eps and a qui ck t ur n of  a cor ner . To

 r each t he pr esi dent i al  sui t e at  t he f r ont  of  the pl ane woul d r equi r e negot i at

i ng wi t h t he ar med Secr et  Ser vi ce agent s i n t he nex t -door  cabi n. On Donal d 

Tr ump' s t r i p t o t he Mi ddl e East  t hi s week,  when t he f ut ur e of  the f amous pl ane
 was a huge t al ki ng poi nt ,  Fox  News host  Sean Hanni t y had pr i or i t y seat i ng and 

access t o t he pr esi dent  t o conduct  an i n-f l i ght  i nt er vi ew. But  t he r est  of  us i

n t he t r avel l i ng press pool  wer e consi gned t o our  smal l  sect i on of  t he pl ane

. I t  was a whi r l wi nd t r i p,  hi t t i ng t hr ee nat i ons i n t hr ee ni ght s,  hal f  a wor l

d away. The pr esi dent  descr i bed i t  as an " endur ance t est "  - one t hat  hi s st af f  

and t hose of  us i n t he pr ess pool  had t o manage,  as wel l . The pr esi dent i al  j et  

i s not  a bad way t o f l y,  however . The 1 4 seat s ar e comf or t abl e,  r oughl y on par  

wi t h a fi r st -cl ass domest i c f l i ght . Ther e' s a bat hr oom and a t abl e wi t h snacks

 ( i ncl udi ng t he covet ed Ai r  For ce One-br anded M&Ms bear i ng t he pr esi dent ' s si

gnat ur e,  whi ch ar en' t  avai l abl e anywher e el se) . Qat ar ' s Ai r  For ce One of f er  anger s

 Tr ump suppor t er s

I s Tr ump al l owed t o accept  747 gi f t ? The cabi n has a pai r  of  t el evi si on moni t o
r s - usual l y t uned t o t he pr esi dent ' s pr ef er r ed cabl e news channel  ( CNN dur i ng

 Joe Bi den' s t er m;  Fox  News f or  Tr ump) . On occasi on,  t hey' ve been set  t o a f oo

t bal l  game or  ot her  sport i ng event s. For  l onger  f l i ght s,  t he on-boar d ki t ch

en ser ves pl at ed meal s ( the pr esi dent  eat s f r om a di f f er ent ,  f anci er  menu) . On 

shor t  hops,  t her e' s usual l y f ood i n a t akeaway bag.

Wat ch: Pr esi dent  Tr ump takes a quest i on f r om t he BBC' s Ant hony Zurcher  on bo

ar d

But  t he i nt er i or  of  t hi s f amous ai r cr af t  coul d soon under go a r adi cal  r ef i t  i f

,  as l ooks l i kel y,  Tr ump accept s t he Qat ar i  of f er  t o suppl y a new " pal ace i n t he
 sky"  - t he bi ggest  f or ei gn gi f t  ever  r ecei ved by a US pr esi dent . Techni cal l y,

 " Ai r  For ce One"  i s a r adi o cal l  si gn,  t he desi gnat i on f or  any Ai r  For ce ai r cr a



f t  wi t h t he US pr esi dent  aboar d. The smal l  pr op pl ane Lyndon Bai nes Johnson t ook

 f r om Aust i n t o hi s Tex as r anch i n t he 1 960s was Ai r  For ce One,  t oo. But  t he Ai r  

For ce One most  peopl e pi ct ur e,  t he one f eat ur ed i n t he Har r i son For d act i on
 f i l m,  i s t he Boei ng 747-200b wi t h wat er  bl ue,  st eel  bl ue and whi t e pai nt  set  ag
ai nst  a chr ome under body - a col our  scheme pi cked out  by Fi r st  Lady Jacki e Kenned

y i n 1 962. Cur r ent l y t her e ar e t wo of  t hese 747s i n t he Ai r  For ce passenger  f l ee

t ,  i n use si nce 1 990. Needl ess t o say,  t echnol ogy – bot h i n ai r cr af t  desi gn an

d ever yt hi ng el se – has come a l ong way i n t he ensui ng year s. The pl anes have 

been upgr aded,  but  t he cost s of  mai nt ai ni ng t he ai rf r ame and engi nes ar e gr o

wi ng. The ai r cr af t  ar e showi ng t hei r  age.

Thi s has cl ear l y i r ked t he cur r ent  Whi t e House occupant  – t he onl y pr esi dent  t

o own hi s own j et ,  or  f or  t hat  mat t er ,  hi s own ai r l i ne,  pr i or  t o t aki ng of f i ce.

 " I  l eave now and get  onto a 42-year -ol d Boei ng, "  he sai d,  ex agger at i ng t he p

l ane' s age dur i ng an i ndust r y br i ef i ng on Thur sday i n Abu Dhabi . " But  new ones 

ar e comi ng."  Comi ng,  but  not  soon enough f or  Tr ump. Dur i ng hi s f i r st  t er m,  he

 t out ed an updat ed pr esi dent i al  ai r cr af t ,  made by Boei ng,  t hat  was i n t he wo
r ks. He even pi cked out  hi s own col our  pal et te,  scr appi ng Kennedy' s d
esi gn f or  a r ed-whi t e-and-bl ue l i ver y. He pr oudl y di spl ays a model  of  t hat  j et  

i n t he Oval  Of f i ce. Or i gi nal l y pl anned to be del i ver ed by 2021 ,  del ays and cost

 over r uns f or  t he est i mat ed $4bn const r uct i on pr ogr amme have made i t  l ess l i kel
y t hat  t he two new pl anes on or der  wi l l  be avai l abl e f or  much,  i f  any,  of  Tr

ump' s second t er m i n of f i ce,  whi ch ex pi r es i n Januar y 2029. He has taske

d t ech mul t i -bi l l i onai r e El on Musk wi t h speedi ng up t he pr ocess and r epor t edl

y gr oused i n pr i vat e t hat  he i s embar r assed t o t r avel  i n such an out dat ed pl ane

.

Get t y I mages Jacki e Kennedy wat ches Lyndon Johnson bei ng swor n i n as pr esi dent
 on boar d af t er  t he assassi nat i on of  her  husband,  JFK,  i n 1 963

That  ex pl ai ns why t he pr esi dent  has become enamour ed wi t h t he pr ospect  of  a seem
i ngl y mor e i mmedi at e sol ut i on t o hi s ai r  t r anspor t  woes – cour t esy of  t he Per s

i an Gul f  nat i on of  Qat ar . News of  Qat ar ' s of f er  of  a l avi sh $400m ( £301 m)  747-8 ma

de headl i nes l ast  week,  but  t he gi f t  appar ent l y has been i n t he wor ks f or  mont hs
. Tr ump sur r ept i t i ousl y vi si t ed t he ai r cr af t  i n quest i on i n mi d-Febr uar y,  j ust  a

 f ew weeks af t er  t he st ar t  of  hi s second t er m i n of f i ce. Asi de f r om t he l ega

l  and et hi cal  concer ns of  such a substant i al  gi f t  – r ai sed by cr i t i cs and som

e al l i es of  t he pr esi dent  - conver t i ng a f or ei gn 747 f or  use by an Amer i can pr e

si dent  cr eat es a number  of  t echni cal  chal l enges. The ai r cr af t  woul d have t o be 



made capabl e of  i n-f l i ght  r ef uel l i ng and r et r of i t t ed wi t h a sophi st i cated pack

age of  communi cat i ons and secur i t y equi pment . The cur r ent  model s have syst ems b

ui l t  t o wi t hst and t he el ect r omagnet i c pul se of  a nucl ear  ex pl osi on.

Get t y I mages Pr esi dent  Obama maki ng cal l s on boar d i n 201 2

Such a r ef i t t i ng pr ocess,  says avi at i on anal yst  Ri char d Aboul af i a,  managi ng di

r ect or  of  Aer oDynami c Advi sor y,  woul d t ake year s,  unt i l  2030 at  l east . " They ha
ve t o assume t he j et  has been l ef t  unat t ended i n a danger ous pl ace f or  1 3 year s, "

 he says. " Whi ch means i t ' s not  enough t o t ake t he pl ane apar t . You al so hav

e t o t ake ever y si ngl e component  apar t ."  The pl ane woul d need addi t i onal  power  t o

 r un i t s new syst ems,  and i t s i nt er i or  mi ght  have t o be r ear r anged. Chances
 ar e ther e' s no pr ess cabi n i n t he f l yi ng pal ace as or i gi nal l y desi gned. Mar k Ca
nci an,  a seni or  advi ser  wi t h t he Cent er  f or  St r at egi c and I nt er nat i onal  St udi e

s'  Def ense and Secur i t y Depar t ment ,  says t he cost s of  such r et r of i t t i ng coul d ea

si l y r un t o $1 bn ( £750m) . He adds,  however ,  t hat  Tr ump coul d wai ve some,  or  al l

,  of  t he secur i t y modi f i cat i ons i f  he so chooses. " He' s t he pr esi dent , "  he sai d.

 When t he Ai r  For ce ul t i mat el y does r et i r e i t s cur r ent  cr op of  747s,  i t  wi l l  put  

t o past ur e an ai r cr af t  t hat  have been par t  of  f abr i c of  Amer i can hi st or y f or  

decades. One t hat  t r anspor ted Pr esi dent  Bi l l  Cl i nt on,  al ong wi t h f or mer  Pr esi dent

s Ji mmy Car t er  and Geor ge HW Bush,  t o I sr ael  f or  Yi t zhak  Rabi n' s f uner al  i n

 1 995. Af t er  t he 9/ 1 1  at t ack on t he Wor l d Tr ade Center  and Pentagon,  Geor ge W 

Bush t ook t o t he ski es i n Ai r  For ce One and st ayed al of t  f or  hour s,  r ef uel l i n
g mi d-ai r ,  unt i l  hi s secur i t y t eam det er mi ned i t  was saf e f or  hi m t o l and and a

ddr ess t he nat i on,  bef or e ul t i mat el y r et ur ni ng t o Washi ngt on.

Get t y I mages Pr esi dent  Geor ge W Bush di r ect i ng t he 9/ 1 1  r esponse f r om Ai r  For ce O

ne hour s af t er  t he at t acks
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I s Br i t ai n r eal l y i nchi ng back t owar ds the EU?

The summi t  bet ween t he UK and EU on 1 9 May wi l l  be t he f i r st  si nce Br ex i t  - t he
 ver y i dea of  i t  has pol ar i sed opi ni ons

5. Breaking news, video and the latest top stories from the U.S. and around the world
https://www.bbc.com/news

' We' d gi ven up'  - PSV champi ons as Aj ax  sl ump cost s t hem t i t l e

PSV ar e Er edi vi si e champi ons f or  a second consecut i ve season as t hey f i ni sh one 

poi nt  ahead of  second-pl aced Aj ax ,  whose l at e-season col l apse cost  t hem.

6. Kashmir: Four days that took India and Pakistan to the brink
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvgvr4r5d2qo

Rel i ef  i n Kashmi r  - but  BBC hear s f r om f ami l i es on bot h si des mour ni ng t he dead

1 8 hour s ago Shar e Save Far hat  Javed i n Paki st an-admi ni st er ed Kashmi r  & Aami r

 Peer z ada i n I ndi a-admi ni st er ed Kashmi r  BBC Wor l d Ser vi ce & BBC News Shar e S



ave

BBC

Si x t een-year -ol d Ni mr a st ood out si de,  r oot ed t o t he spot ,  as t he I ndi an mi ssi l e

s t hat  had woken her  a moment  ago r ai ned down on t he mosque a f ew met r es f r om 

her  house i n Paki st an-admi ni st er ed Kashmi r . She wat ched one t ear  t he mi nar et  

of f  t he t op of  t he bui l di ng. But  she f ai l ed t o r eal i se she,  t oo,  had been st r uck

 - i n t he chest . When t he f ami l y r eached t he r el at i ve saf et y of  her  aunt ' s hous

e near by,  someone t urned on a phone t or ch. " My aunt  gasped. Ther e was bl ood o

n my fr ock. I t  was pi nk and whi t e but  now soaked i n r ed. I  hadn' t  seen i t

 bef or e."  Agai n they r an. " I  was r unni ng but  my hand was pr essed on my chest  t
he whol e t i me. I  di dn' t  want  t o t ake i t  of f . I  t hought  i f  I  l et  go,  ever yt hi ng 

i nsi de me woul d come out ."  A pi ece of  shr apnel  was l odged near  her  hear t ,  she

 l at er  di scover ed. A f ew hour s l at er ,  i n Poonch,  I ndi an-admi ni st er ed Kashmi r
,  a di f f er ent  f ami l y was dodgi ng shel l i ng whi ch Paki st an had l aunched i n r esp
onse t o I ndi a' s mi ssi l e st r i kes. " When t he f i r i ng began,  ever yone r an f or  t hei r  l

i ves - chi l dr en cl i ngi ng t o t hei r  par ents i n f ear , "  sai d MN Sudhan,  72. " Some

 f ami l i es managed t o l eave f or  Jammu i n t hei r  vehi cl es. We al so deci ded t o escape
. But  bar el y 1 0 mi nut es i nt o our  j our ney,  a shel l  l anded near  our  vehi cl e. Th

e shr apnel  t or e t hr ough t he car . My  gr andson di ed on t he spot ."  "Our  f ut ur e w

as shat t er ed at  t hat  [ ver y]  moment , "  Mr  Sudhan sai d of  1 3-year -ol d Vi haan' s

 deat h. " Now we' r e l ef t  wi t h not hi ng but  gr i ef . I  have wi t nessed t wo war s bet we

en I ndi a and Paki st an,  but  never  i n my l i f e have I  seen shel l i ng as i nt ense as

 t hi s."

Reut er s Vi haan' s mot her  ( cent r e)  mour ns her  son at  a cr emat i on gr ound i n Poonch

Ni mr a and Vi haan wer e among many of  t he vi l l ager s caught  up i n t he deadl i est  at t

acks f or  sever al  year s i n a decades-l ong conf l i ct  bet ween t wo of  the wor l d

' s nucl ear  power s - I ndi a and Paki st an. Bot h si des admi ni st er  t he Hi mal ayan r e

gi on i n par t  but  cl ai m i t  i n f ul l . Both gover nment s deny t ar get i ng ci vi l i ans,  

but  BBC j our nal i st s i n t he r egi on have spoken t o f ami l i es caught  up i n t he 

vi ol ence. The st r i ke t hat  i nj ur ed Ni mr a was par t  of  I ndi a' s ar med response af t e

r  a mi l i t ant  at tack ki l l ed 26 peopl e - most l y I ndi an t our i st s - l ast  mont h 

at  a beaut y spot  i n I ndi a-admi ni st er ed Kashmi r . Pol i ce t her e cl ai med mi l i t ant s i n

cl uded at  l east  t wo Paki st an nat i onal s. Paki stan has asked I ndi a f or  ev i de

nce of  t hi s,  and has cal l ed f or  an i ndependent  i nqui r y i nt o who was behi nd t he a



t t ack. What  f ol l owed was f our  days of  t i t -f or -t at  shel l i ng and dr one at t acks,  i

nt ensi f yi ng each day and cul mi nat i ng i n mi ssi l e st r i kes on mi l i t ar y bases,  whi

ch t hr eat ened t o t i p over  i nt o f ul l -bl own conf l i ct . Then,  suddenl y,  a ceasef i r

e br oker ed by t he US and ot her  i nt er nat i onal  pl ayer s on 1 0 May br ought  t he t wo 

nucl ear  power s back f r om t he br i nk.

TASEER BEYG /  BBC Ni mr a st i l l  has shr apnel  l odged i nsi de her  body

Fami l i es on bot h si des of  t he Li ne of  Cont r ol  ( LoC)  - t he de f act o bor der  i n K

ashmi r  - t ol d us t hey had had l oved ones ki l l ed and pr oper t y dest r oyed. At  l east

 1 6 peopl e ar e r epor t ed t o have been ki l l ed on t he I ndi an si de,  whi l e Pak i st a

n cl ai ms 40 ci vi l i an deat hs,  t hough i t  r emai ns uncl ear  how many wer e di r ect l y  

caused by  t he shel l i ng. We al so hear d fr om I ndi an and Paki st ani  gover nment  i nsi

ders about  t he mood i n t hei r  r espect i ve admi ni st r ati ons as t he conf l i ct  escal at

ed. I n Del hi ' s cor r i dor s of  power ,  t he at mospher e was i ni t i al l y j ubi l ant ,  an I ndi

an gover nment  sour ce t ol d t he BBC. I t s mi ssi l e at t acks on t ar get s i n Paki st an-ad

mi ni st er ed Kashmi r  and i n Paki st an i t sel f  - i ncl udi ng t he Bi l al  Mosque i n Muz

aff  ar abad,  whi ch I ndi a cl ai ms i s a mi l i t ant  camp,  t hough Paki st an deni es t h

i s - wer e deemed a success. "The st r i kes… wer e not  l i mi t ed t o Paki st ani -admi ni

st er ed Kashmi r  or  al ong t he Li ne of  Cont r ol , "  an I ndi an gover nment  sour ce t ol d

 t he BBC. " We went  deep - even i nt o t he Paki st ani  si de of  Punj ab,  whi ch has al

ways been Paki st an' s r ed l i ne."  But  t he Paki st ani  mi l i t ar y had been pr epar e

d,  a sour ce f r om t he Paki st an Ai r  For ce t ol d t he BBC. Days ear l i er ,  t he Paki st

ani  gover nment  sai d i t  was ex pect i ng an att ack. " We knew somet hi ng was comi ng,  

and we wer e absol ut el y r eady, "  one of f i cer  sai d,  speaki ng on condi t i on of  anonymi t

y. He sai d I ndi an f i ght er  j et s appr oached Paki st ani  t er r i t or y and t he ai r  

f or ce was under  i nst r uct i ons t o shoot  down any t hat  cr ossed i nt o i t s ai r space or  

dr opped a payl oad. Paki st an cl ai ms t o have shot  down f i ve I ndi an j et s t hat  ni ght ,

 somet hi ng I ndi a has r emai ned si l ent  on. " We wer e wel l  pr epar ed,  and honest l y

,  we wer e al so l ucky, "  t he sour ce sai d - hi s account  r epeat ed by  t wo ot her  s

our ces. But  Mr  Sudhan,  Vi haan' s gr andf at her ,  sai d t her e had been no war ni ng t

o st ay i ndoors or  evacuat e. " Why di dn' t  t hey i nf orm us? We,  t he peopl e,  ar e ca

ught  i n t he mi ddl e."  I t  i s l i kel y t hat  no evacuat i on or der s had been i ss

ued because t he I ndi an gover nment  needed t o keep t he mi l i t ar y st r i kes conf i

dent i al ,  t hough t he l ocal  admi ni st r at i on had,  f ol l owi ng t he Apr i l  mi l i t ant  at t a

ck,  di r ect ed l ocal s t o cl ean out  communi t y bunker s as a pr ecaut i onar y measur e. A

 day af t er  t he i ni t i al  mi ssi l e st r i kes,  Thur sday,  both si des l aunched dr one at

t acks,  t hough t hey each accused t he ot her  of  maki ng t he f i r st  move. I ndi a began t

o evacuat e t housands of  vi l l ager s al ong t he I ndi an si de of  t he LoC. Just  af t er  



21 :00 t hat  eveni ng,  t he Khan f ami l y i n I ndi a-admi ni st er ed Kashmi r  deci ded t hey 

must  f l ee t hei r  home i n Ur i ,  270km ( 1 68 mi l es)  t o t he nor t h of  Poonch. Most

 of  t hei r  nei ghbour s had al r eady l ef t . But  af t er  tr avel l i ng f or  j ust  1 0 mi nut es,

 t hei r  vehi cl e was st r uck by shr apnel  f r om a shel l ,  fat al l y i nj ur i ng 47-year -ol

d Nar gi s. Her  si st er -i n-l aw Haf eeza was ser i ousl y i nj ur ed. They headed t o t he near

est  hospi t al ,  onl y t o f i nd t he gat es l ocked. " I  somehow cl i mbed t he hospi t al  wal l  

and cal l ed out  f or  hel p,  t el l i ng t hem we had i nj ur ed peopl e wi t h us. Onl y t hen

 di d t he st af f  come out  and open t he gat e. As soon as t hey di d,  I  col l apsed

. The doct or s wer e t er r i f i ed by t he ongoi ng shel l i ng and had cl osed ever yt h

i ng out  of  f ear , "  Haf eeza sai d. Haf eeza' s si st er -i n-l aw Nar gi s i s sur vi ved by si x  

chi l dr en. The youngest  daught er  Sanam,  20,  sai d t he f i r st  hospi t al  t hey went  t

o was not  equi pped t o hel p,  and as t hey headed to anot her ,  her  mot her  di ed of  her

 i nj ur i es.

SYED SHAHRI YAR /  BBC Sanam' s mot her  Nar gi s was f at al l y st r uck by shr apnel

" A pi ece of  shr apnel  had t or n t hr ough her  f ace. My cl ot hes wer e soaked i n her  b

l ood… We kept  t al ki ng t o her ,  ur gi ng her  to st ay wi t h us. But  she passed away on 

t he way."  Si nce a ceasef i r e agr eement  bet ween I ndi a and Paki st an i n 2021  t her
e had been r el at i ve peace i n t he r egi on,  l ocal s t ol d t he BBC. For  t he f i rst  ti m
e i n year s,  t hey had been abl e t o l i ve nor mal  l i ves,  t hey sai d,  and now t hi s

 sense of  secur i t y  was dest r oyed. Sanam,  who l ost  her  mot her ,  sai d: " I  appeal  t o

 bot h gover nment s - i f  you' r e headi ng i nt o war ,  at  l east  secur e your  ci vi l i ans.

 Pr epare... Those who si t  i n comf or t  and demand war  - t hey  shoul d be sent  t o

 t he bor der s. Let  t hem wi t ness what  i t  r eal l y means. Let  t hem l ose someone be
f or e t hei r  eyes."  Saj j ad Shaf i ,  t he r epr esent at i ve f or  Ur i  i n t he r egi onal  gov

er nment ,  sai d he had act ed as pr ompt l y as possi bl e. " The moment  I  got  t he new

s t hat  I ndi a has at t acked,  I  got  i n t ouch wi t h peopl e and st ar t ed mov i ng t hem 

out ."  Af t er  t wo days of  at t acks and count er  at t acks,  the I ndi an gover nment  sour c

e sai d t her e was now a " cl ear  sense i n… power  cor r i dor s t hat  t hi ngs wer e escal at

i ng but  we wer e r eady. " We wer e r eady because I ndi a had spent  t he l ast  1 0 year s

 acqui r i ng and bui l di ng st r at egi c mi l i tar y asset s - mi ssi l es,  war heads and d

ef ence syst ems."  On t he i nt er nat i onal  st age,  t her e had been const er nat i on t ha

t  t he t ensi ons woul d not  be de-escal at ed by t he US,  despi t e i t s di pl omat i c over

t ur es dur i ng I ndi a and Paki st an' s pr evi ous Kashmi r  cl ashes. US Vi ce Pr esi dent  

JD Vance sai d a pot ent i al  war  woul d be " none of  our  busi ness" . Thi s st at ement  ca

me as no sur pr i se,  t he I ndi an gover nment  sour ce t ol d t he BBC. At  t hat  st age,  " i

t  was cl ear  t he US di dn' t  want  t o get  i nvol ved" . By  t he f ol l owi ng day,  Fr i day,

 shel l i ng had become mor e i nt ense. Muhammed Shaf i  was at  home wi t h hi s wi f e i n 



Shahkot  vi l l age i n t he Neel um Val l ey,  Paki st an-admi ni st er ed Kashmi r ,  on t he 

LoC. The 30-year -ol d was st andi ng i n t he door way,  j ust  a f ew st eps away f r om wher
e hi s son was pl ayi ng;  hi s wi f e st andi ng i n t hei r  cour t yar d.

TASEER BEYG /  BBC Muhammed' s wi f e was ki l l ed by  a st r i ke ver y cl ose t o t hei r  h

ouse

" I  r emember  l ooki ng up and seei ng a mor t ar  shel l  comi ng f r om a di st ance. I n t he

 bl i nk of  an eye,  i t  st r uck her . She di dn' t  even have t i me t o scr eam. One s

econd she was t her e,  and t he nex t ,  she was gone. Her  f ace... her  head... t her e 

was not hi ng l ef t . Just  a cl oud of  smoke and dust . My ear s went  numb. Ever yt hi ng

 went  si l ent . I  di dn' t  even r eal i se I  was scr eami ng. " That  ni ght ,  her  body l ay
 t her e,  r i ght  i n our  home. The ent i r e vi l l age was hi di ng i n bunker s. The shel

l i ng cont i nued al l  ni ght ,  and I  st ayed besi de her ,  weepi ng. I  hel d her  hand f

or  as l ong as I  coul d."  One of  t hose i n a bunker  was hi s ni ece,  1 8-year -ol d Um

ai ma. She and her  f ami l y wer e hol ed up i n t he shel t er  f or  f our  days,  on and of

f ,  i n br ut al  condi t i ons. " Ther e wer e si x  or  seven of  us packed i nt o i t , "  she sa

i d. " The ot her  bunker  was al r eady f ul l . Ther e' s no pl ace t o l i e down i n t her e - 

some peopl e st ood,  ot her s sat . Ther e was no dr i nki ng wat er ,  no f ood, "  wi t h peopl e

 shout i ng,  cr yi ng and r eci t i ng pr ayer s i n t he pi t ch bl ack. Al so i n a bunker ,  i n 

t he Leepa Val l ey,  Paki st an-Admi ni st er ed Kashmi r  - one of  t he most  mi l i t ar i

sed and vul ner abl e val l eys i n t he r egi on - was Shams Ur  Rehman and f ami l y. I t  i

s Shams' s own bunker ,  but  t hat  ni ght  he shar ed i t  wi t h 36 ot her  peopl e,  he sai d
. Leepa i s sur r ounded on t hr ee si des by t he LoC and I ndi an-admi ni st er ed t er r i

t or y,  so Shams was used t o l i vi ng wi t h cr oss-bor der  t ensi ons. But  he was not  

pr epar ed f or  t he compl et e dest r uct i on of  hi s house. He l eft  t he bunker  at  t hr e

e i n t he mor ni ng t o sur vey t he scene. " Ever yt hi ng was gone. Wooden beams and de
br i s f r om t he house wer e scat t er ed ever ywher e. The bl ast  was so power f ul ,  t he

 shockwave pushed i n t he mai n wal l . The met al  sheet s on t he r oof  wer e shr edde

d. The ent i r e st ruct ur e shi f t ed - by at  l east  t wo i nches.

TASEER BEYG /  BBC Shams Ur  Rehman' s house now has t o be r ebui l t  af t er  i t  was hi t  b

y t hr ee shel l s

" A house i s a per son' s l i f e' s wor k. You' r e al ways t r yi ng t o i mpr ove i t  - but  i n t

he end,  i t ' s al l  gone i n seconds."  Four  hour s l at er ,  back i n the Neel um Val l e

y,  Umai ma and her  f ami l y al so emer ged on Sat ur day 1 0 May t o a tr ansf or med l andsc
ape. " We came out  of  t he bunker  at  seven i n t he morni ng. That ' s when we saw - n
ot hi ng was l ef t ."  As Umai ma sur veyed t he r ui ns of  her  vi l l age,  I ndi a and Paki st



an' s f or ces t hat  day wer e t r adi ng ever  mor e dest r uct i ve bl ows - f i r i ng mi ssi l es

 at  each ot her ' s mi l i t ar y i nst al l at i ons,  whi ch bot h si des accused t he ot her  of

 i nst i gat i ng. I ndi a had t ar get ed t hr ee Paki st ani  ai r  bases,  i ncl udi ng one i n R

awal pi ndi  - t he gar r i son ci t y t hat  houses t he Paki st an Ar my' s Gener al  Headquar t

er s. " Thi s was a r ed l i ne cr ossed, "  sai d one Paki st ani  off i cer . " The pr i me mi ni

st er  gave t he go-ahead t o t he ar my chi ef . We al r eady had a pl an,  and our  f or ces

 wer e desper at el y r eady  t o ex ecut e i t … For  anyone i n uni f or m,  i t  was one of  t h

ose unf or get t abl e days."

TASEER BEYG /  BBC The Neel um val l ey l i es al ong t he Li ne of  Cont r ol  i n Paki st an-a

dmi ni st er ed t er r i t or y

Paki st an hi t  back at  I ndi an mi l i t ar y i nst al l at i ons. On t he di pl omat i c f r ont ,  t

hi s was seen as a moment  t o hi ghl i ght  t he i ssue of  Kashmi r  on t he i nt er nat i onal  s

t age,  an of f i ci al  i n t he Paki st an f or ei gn of f i ce t ol d t he BBC. " I t  was non-st op.

 Endl ess meet i ngs,  coor di nat i on,  and back-t o-back cal l s t o and f r om ot her  count r

i es f or  bot h f or ei gn mi ni st er  and t hen t he pr i me mi ni st er . We wel comed medi at i

on of f er s f r om t he US,  t he Saudi s,  t he I r ani ans,  or  anyone who coul d hel p de-esc

al at e."  On t he I ndi an si de,  t he Pahal gam at t ack on 22 Apr i l  had al r eady pr omp
t ed Ex t er nal  Af f ai r s Mi ni st er  S Jai shankar  t o speak t o at  l east  1 7 wor l d l eader

s or  di pl omat s,  i ncl udi ng UK For ei gn Secr et ar y Davi d Lammy and Russi an For ei gn Mi

ni st er  Ser gey Lavr ov. I n most  of  t hese conver sat i ons,  he has t weet ed,  t he emph

asi s had been on t he " cr oss-bor der  t er r or i st  at tack"  and f ocused on bui l di ng a c

ase t o hol d t he per pet r at or s account abl e f or  the at t ack. Then,  on Sat ur day af t

er noon l ocal  t i me,  i n t he af t er mat h of  t he l at est  mi ssi l e ex changes,  came a di pl o

mat i c br eakt hr ough out  of  nowher e. US Pr esi dent  Donal d T r ump t ook t o soci al  med

i a t o reveal  t hat  a ceasef i r e had been agr eed. " Af t er  a l ong ni ght  of  t al ks med

i at ed by t he Uni t ed St at es,  I  am pl eased t o announce t hat  I ndi a and Paki st an ha
ve agr eed to a FULL AND I MMEDI ATE CEASEFI RE. " Congr at ul at i ons t o bot h Count r i

es on usi ng Common Sense and Gr eat  I nt el l i gence, "  he wr ot e on soci al  medi a pl a
t f or m Tr ut h Soci al . I ndi a has si nce downpl ayed Washi ngt on' s r ol e i n t he ceasef

i r e and i t  has r ej ect ed t hat  t r ade was used as a l ever  t o achi eve t hi s. Behi nd

 t he scenes,  US medi at ors,  di pl omat i c backchannel s and r egi onal  pl ayer s,  i ncl u

di ng t he US,  t he UK and Saudi  Ar abi a,  had pr oved cr i t i cal  i n negot i at i ng the 

cl i mbdown,  ex per t s say. " We hi t  Paki st ani  st r at egi c bases deep i nsi de t hei r  t er

r i t or y and t hat  must  have wor r i ed t he US, "  t he I ndi an gover nment  sour ce bel i ev

es. I n Pahal gam,  t he si t e of  the mi l i t ant  gun at t ack t hat  sparked t he cr i si s,  t

he sear ch i s st i l l  on f or  t he per petr at or s.



Get t y I mages Pahal gam was an ar ea popul ar  wi t h t our i st s

Vi nay Nar wal ,  a 26-year -ol d I ndi an Navy of f i cer ,  was on hi s honeymoon i n Pahal g

am when he was ki l l ed. He had got  mar r i ed j ust  a week bef or e t he at t ack. A phot o

 of  V i nay' s wi f e Hi manshi ,  si t t i ng near  her  husband' s body f ol l owi ng the 

at t ack,  has been wi del y shar ed on soci al  medi a. Hi s gr andf at her  Hawa Si ngh N

ar wal  want s " ex empl ar y  puni shment "  f or  t he ki l l er s. " Thi s t er r or i sm shoul d end. 

Today,  I  l ost  my gr andson. Tomor r ow,  someone el se wi l l  l ose t hei r  l oved one, "  

he sai d.

SYED SHAHRI YAR /  BBC Rayees used t o l ead t r eks i n Pahal gam

A wi t ness t o t he at t ack' s af t er mat h,  Rayees Ahmad Bhat ,  who used t o l ead pony t r e

ks t o t he beaut y spot  wher e t he shoot i ngs t ook pl ace,  sai d hi s i ndust r y was 

now i n r ui ns. " The at t acker s may have ki l l ed t our i st s t hat  day,  but  we - t he peo

pl e of  Pahal gam - ar e dy i ng ever y day si nce. They' ve st ai ned t he name of  t hi s pea

cef ul  t own… Pahal gam i s t er r or i sed,  and i t s peopl e br oken."  The at t ack was 

a huge shock f or  a gover nment  whi ch had begun t o act i vel y pr omot e t our i sm i n st

unni ngl y pi ct ur esque Kashmi r ,  f amed f or  i t s l ush val l eys,  l akes and snow-capped

 mount ai ns.

7. Pope meets Ukraine's Zelensky after inauguration Mass
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cx2x02l95zno

Pope meet s Zel ensky af t er  i naugur at i on Mass

Zel ensky thanked t he Pope f or  bei ng a ' cl ear  voi ce i n def ence'  of  peace i n Ukr a

i ne

Zel ensky,  US Vi ce Pr esi dent  JD Vance and t he US Secr et ar y of  St at e Mar co Rubi o



 wer e among di gni t ar i es i n at t endance.

Addr essi ng t housands i n St  Pet er ' s Squar e,  t he Pope used hi s i naugur al  mass t o

 hi ghl i ght  concer ns about  t he war  i n Ukrai ne,  al so war ni ng agai nst  mar gi nal i sa

t i on of  the poor  and aut ocr acy.

Post i ng on Tel egr am af t er  t he meet i ng,  Zel ensky t hanked t he new Cat hol i c l eade

r  f or  hi s " suppor t  f or  Ukr ai ne"  and " cl ear  voi ce i n def ence of  a j ust  and l ast i

ng peace" .

Watch: Thousands at tend Leo XI V' s i naugur at i on Mass

Thousands of  pi l gr i ms st ood i n r ever ence as t he pope r ecei ved t he symbol s of  of

f i ce,  bl essed t he peopl e and i ssued a st r ong cal l  f or  uni t y.

He al so sai d he woul d seek t o gover n " wi t hout  ever  yi el di ng t o t he t empt at i on t

o be an aut ocr at " .

The Pope used hi s Mass t o cr i t i ci se " hat r ed,  vi ol ence,  prej udi ce,  t he f ear  of
 di f f er ence,  and an economi c par adi gm t hat  ex pl oi t s t he Ear t h' s r esour ces 

and mar gi nal i ses t he poor est " .

Last  week,  Pope Leo of f er ed t he Vat i can as a venue f or  possi bl e peace t al ks 

af t er  Russi an Pr esi dent  Vl adi mi r  Put i n t ur ned down Zel ensky' s of f er  t o meet  f ace

-t o-f ace i n Tur key f or  negot i at i ons.

The pont i f f  was pi ct ur ed shaki ng hands wi t h t he Ukr ai ni an l eader ,  who al so 

t hanked t he Vat i can f or  " i t s r eadi ness t o become a pl at f or m f or  di r ect  negot i

at i ons bet ween Ukr ai ne and Russi a."

Bef or e t he Mass,  t her e wer e cheer s fr om t he cr owd when t he pont i f f  appear ed i

n hi s popemobi l e as i t  dr ove ar ound St  Pet er ' s Squar e and down Vi a del l a Conc
i l i azi one t o t he r i ver  Ti ber  and back.

Ther e was a st r ong sense of  ex ci t ement  i n t he squar e. Mi chel l e,  f r om Ger many,  t

ol d t he BBC she " came on pur pose t o see t he Pope" .

" I  ar r i ved yest er day i n t he mor ni ng and I ' m l eavi ng i n a f ew hour s,  so I  don' t  

have much t i me. I t ' s ver y cr azy because t her e' s so many peopl e. I  want ed t o se



e t he Pope."

Many of  t he t ens of  t housands at t endi ng wer e Cat hol i cs,  but  t our i st s al so came t

o be par t  of  t he hi st or i c occasi on.

Joe f r om Mi ssour i  i n the Uni t ed St at es sai d: " We' r e on vacat i on,  but  i t ' s gr eat  

t i mi ng. We' r e her e t o see t he Pope' s i naugur al  mass. I t ' s ver y speci al . I ' m 

gl ad we came ear l y."

He sai d he was " ex t r a pr oud"  t o see t he f i r st  Pope f r om t he Uni t ed St at es. 

" That  was a sur pr i se. He' s gonna be a wonder f ul  Pope. I  am not  Cat hol i c,  but  I  

gr ew up Cat hol i c,  but  t hi s i s j ust  i nspi r i ng no matt er  what  denomi nat i on of  Chr

i st i an you ar e."

Al so i n t he cr owds was Pi a,  f r om Chi l e,  a pr of essor  of  phi l osophy at  t he Pon

t i f i cal  Uni ver si t y of  t he Hol y Cross i n Rome. She t ol d t he BBC she f el t  t her e 

was " a new hope i n t he chur ch" .

Pi a sai d t hat  among t he Pope' s f i r st  wor ds when he was el ect ed was " Let  t he pea

ce be wi t h you" ,  t he wor ds of  Jesus. And t hen he sai d " don' t  be af r ai d" .

" He knows what  the wor l d and t he chur ch needs. A chur ch t hat  i s pr eachi ng hope,

 pr eachi ng peace. I  t hi nk many peopl e ar e wai t i ng f or  t hat , "  she sai d.

The Pope' s of f i ci al  i naugur at i on f ol l owed t he Mass,  wi t h a pal l i um gar ment  - a 

whi t e wool en band - pl aced on t he pope' s shoul der s,  and f i x ed i n pl ace wi t h t hr

ee pi ns t o r epr esent  t he nai l s on t he cr oss.

Car di nal  Lui s Ant oni o Tagl e of  t he Phi l i ppi nes t hen pl aced on t he pope' s f i n

ger  t he Ri ng of  t he Fi sher man,  a symbol  of  t he papacy whi ch bear s an i mage of  S

t  Pet er .

Pope Leo t hen t ook t he book of  t he gospel s t o bl ess t he peopl e.

8. Australian Matthew Radalj tells of life in China prison
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c629664xp57o



' You st ar t  t o go cr azy' : The Aust r al i an who sur vi ved f i ve year s i n a Chi nese pr i s

on

1 9 hour s ago Shar e Save St ephen McDonel l  Chi na cor r espondent  Repor t i ng f r om Bei

j i ng Shar e Save

EPA Aust r al i an Mat t hew Radal j  was hel d f or  f i ve year s i n a Bei j i ng det ent i on 

cent r e,  si mi l ar  t o t he one pi ct ur ed above i n 201 2

Shar i ng a di r t y cel l  wi t h a dozen ot her s,  const ant  sl eep depr i vat i on,  cel l s wi t

h l i ght s on 24-hour s a day;  poor  hygi ene and f or ced l abour . These ar e some of  wha

t  pr i soner s i n Chi nese j ai l s ar e subj ect ed t o,  accor di ng t o Aust r al i an ci t i zen 

Mat t hew Radal j ,  who spent  f i ve year s at  t he Bei j i ng No 2 pr i son – a f aci l i t y us
ed for  i nt er nat i onal  i nmat es. Radal j ,  who i s now l i vi ng out si de Chi na,

 has deci ded t o go publ i c about  hi s ex per i ence,  and descr i bed under goi ng and wi

t nessi ng sever e physi cal  puni shment ,  f or ced l abour ,  f ood depr i vat i on and 

psychol ogi cal  t or t ur e. The BBC has been abl e t o cor r obor at e Radal j ' s t est i mo

ny wi t h sever al  f or mer  pr i soner s who wer e behi nd bar s at  t he same t i me he was. 

Many r equest ed anonymi t y,  because t hey f ear ed r et r i but i on on l oved ones st i l l  l

i v i ng i nsi de t he count r y. Ot her s sai d t hey j ust  want ed t o t r y t o f or get  t

he ex per i ence and move on. The Chi nese gover nment  has not  r esponded t o t he BBC

' s r equest  f or  comment .

A har sh i nt r oduct i on

" I  was i n r eal l y bad shape when I  ar r i ved. They beat  me f or  t wo days st r ai ght  

i n t he f i r st  pol i ce st at i on t hat  I  was i n. I  hadn' t  sl ept  or  eat en or  had wat er

 f or  48 hour s and t hen I  was f or ced t o si gn a bi g st ack of  document s, "  sai

d Radal j  of  hi s i nt r oduct i on t o i mpr i sonment  i n Chi na,  whi ch began wi t h hi s arr
est  on 2 Januar y,  2020. The f or mer  Bei j i ng r esi dent  cl ai ms he was wr ongf ul l y 

convi ct ed af t er  a f i ght  wi t h shopkeeper s at  an el ect r oni cs mar ket ,  f ol l owi ng a 

di sput e over  the agr eed pr i ce t o f i x  a mobi l e phone scr een. He cl ai ms he ended

 up si gni ng a f al se conf essi on t o r obber y,  af t er  bei ng t ol d i t  woul d be poi nt l e

ss t o t r y t o def end hi s i nnocence i n a syst em wi t h an al most  1 00% cr i mi nal  conv

i ct i on r at e and i n t he hope t hat  t hi s woul d r educe t he t i me of  hi s i ncar cer a

t i on. Cour t  document s i ndi cat e t hat  t hi s wor ked at  l east  t o some ex t ent ,  ear ni ng

 hi m a f our -year  sent ence. Once i n pr i son,  he sai d he f i r st  had t o spend many mo

nths i n a separ at e det ent i on cent r e wher e he was subj ect ed t o a mor e br ut al  " t r a
nsi t i on phase" .



Mat t hew Radal j  Radal j  had l i ved i n Bei j i ng f or  a number  of  years when he was a

r r est ed i n Januar y 2020

Dur i ng t hi s t i me pr i soner s must  f ol l ow ex tr emel y har sh r ul es i n what  he descr i b

ed as hor r i f i c condi t i ons. "We wer e banned f r om shower i ng or  cl eani ng our sel ves

,  somet i mes f or  mont hs at  a t i me. Even t he t oi l et  coul d be used onl y at  speci f

i c al l ot t ed t i mes,  and t hey wer e f i l thy - wast e f r om t he t oi l et s above woul d con

st ant l y dr i p down on t o us."  Event ual l y he was admi t t ed t o t he " nor mal "  pr i son

 wher e i nmat es had t o bunk t oget her  i n cr owded cel l s and wher e t he l i ght s wer

e never  t ur ned of f . You al so at e i n t he same r oom,  he sai d. Accor di ng t o Rada

l j ,  Af r i can and Paki st ani  pr i soner s made up t he l ar gest  gr oups i n t he f aci l i t y,  b

ut  t her e wer e al so men bei ng hel d f r om Af ghani st an,  Br i t ai n,  t he US,  Lat i n Amer i ca

,  Nor t h Kor ea and Tai wan. Most  of  t hem had been convi ct ed f or  act i ng as dr ug 

mul es.

The ' good behavi our '  poi nt s syst em

Radal j  sai d t hat  pr i soner s wer e r egul ar l y subj ect ed t o f or ms of  what  he desc

r i bed as psychol ogi cal  tor t ur e. One of  t hese was t he " good behavi our  poi nt s syst

em"  whi ch was a way – at  l east  i n t heor y – t o r educe your  sent ence. Pr i soner s 

coul d obt ai n a max i mum of  1 00 good behavi our  poi nt s per  mont h f or  doi ng t hi ng

s l i ke st udyi ng Communi st  Par t y l i t er at ur e,  wor ki ng i n t he pr i son f act or y o
r  sni t chi ng on ot her  pr i soner s. Once 4, 200 poi nt s wer e accumul at ed,  t hey coul d i n

 t heor y be used t o r educe pr i son t i me. I f  you do t he mat hs,  t hat  woul d mean a 

pr i soner  woul d have t o get  max i mum poi nt s ever y si ngl e mont h f or  t hr ee-and-hal f  

year s bef or e t hi s coul d st ar t  t o wor k. Radal j  sai d t hat  i n r eal i t y i t  was used as a

 means of  psychol ogi cal  t or t ur e and mani pul at i on. He cl ai ms t he guar ds woul d de

l i berat el y wai t  t i l l  an i nmat e had al most  r eached t hi s goal  and t hen penal i se t

hem on any one of  a huge l i st  of  possi bl e i nf r act i ons whi ch woul d cancel  out  poi n
t s at  t he cr uci al  t i me. These i nf r act i ons i ncl uded - but  wer e not  l i mi t ed t o

 - hoar di ng or  shar i ng f ood wi t h ot her  pr i soner s,  wal ki ng " i ncor r ect l y"  i n t he

 hal l way by st r ayi ng f r om a l i ne pai nt ed on t he gr ound,  hangi ng socks on a b

ed i ncor r ect l y,  or  even st andi ng t oo cl ose t o t he wi ndow.

AFP/ Get t y The gat es t o Bei j i ng No. 2 pr i son,  pi ct ur ed i n 201 2,  wher e Radl j  wa

s hel d

Ot her  pr i soner s who spoke about  t he poi nt s syst em t o t he BBC descr i bed i t  as a mi



nd game desi gned to cr ush spi r i t s. For mer  Br i t i sh pr i soner  Pet er  Humphr ey,  wh

o spent  t wo year s i n det ent i on i n Shanghai ,  sai d hi s f aci l i t y had a si mi l ar  poi n

t s cal cul at i on and r educt i on syst em whi ch was mani pul at ed t o cont r ol  pr i soner s an

d bl ock sent ence r educt i ons. " Ther e wer e camer as ever ywher e,  even t hr ee t o a

 cel l , "  he sai d. " I f  you cr ossed a l i ne mar ked on t he gr ound and wer e caught  by a

 guard or  on camer a,  you woul d be puni shed. The same i f  you di dn' t  make your  

bed pr oper l y t o mi l i t ar y st andar d or  di dn' t  pl ace your  t oot hbr ush i n t he r i gh

t  pl ace i n t he cel l . " Ther e was al so gr oup pr essur e on pr i soner s wi t h ent i r e ce

l l  gr oups puni shed i f  one pr i soner  di d any of  t hese t hi ngs."  One ex -i nmat e t ol d t

he BBC t hat  i n hi s f i ve year s i n pr i son,  he never  once saw t he poi nt s act ual

l y used t o mi t i gat e a sent ence. Radal j  sai d t hat  t her e wer e a number  of  pr i soner
s - i ncl udi ng hi msel f  - who di dn' t  bot her  wi t h t he poi nt s syst em. So aut hor i t i es

 resor t ed t o ot her  means of  appl yi ng psychol ogi cal  pr essur e. These i ncl uded cut

t i ng t i me of f  mont hl y f ami l y phone cal l s or  t he r educt i on of  ot her  per cei ved bene

f i t s.

Food As Cont r ol

But  t he most  common dai l y puni shment  i nvol ved t he r educt i on of  food. The BBC h

as been t ol d by numer ous f or mer  i nmat es t hat  t he meal s at  Bei j i ng' s No 2 pr i s

on wer e most l y made up of  cabbage i n di r t y wat er  whi ch somet i mes al so had bi t s o

f  car r ot  and,  i f  t hey wer e l ucky,  smal l  sl i ver s of  meat . They wer e al so gi ven m

ant ou - a pl ai n nor t her n Chi nese br ead. Most  of  t he pr i soner s wer e mal nour i shed

,  Radal j  added. Anot her  pr i soner  descr i bed how i nmat es at e a l ot  of  mant ou,  as 

t hey wer e al ways hungr y. He sai d t hat  t hei r  di et s wer e so l ow i n nut r i ti on – an

d t hey coul d onl y ex er ci se out si de f or  hal f  an hour  each week – t hat  t hey devel

oped f l i msy upper  bodi es but  r et ai ned bl oat ed l ooki ng st omachs f r om consu
mi ng so much of  t he mant ou. Pr i soner s wer e gi ven t he oppor t uni t y t o suppl ement  t

hei r  di et  by buyi ng meagr e ex t r a r at i ons,  i f  money f rom r el at i ves had bee

n put  i nt o what  wer e cal l ed t hei r  " account s" : essent i al l y a pr i son r ecor d of  f
unds del i ver ed t o pur chase pr ovi si ons l i ke soap or  t oot hpast e. They coul d al s

o use t hi s t o pur chase i t ems l i ke i nst ant  noodl es or  soy mi l k powder . But  even 

t hi s " pr i vi l ege"  coul d be t aken away. Radal j  sai d he was bl ocked f r om maki ng a

ny ex t r a pur chases f or  1 4 mont hs because he r ef used t o wor k i n the pr i son f act or y
,  wher e i nmat es wer e ex pect ed t o assembl e basi c goods f or  compani es or  compi
l e pr opaganda l eaf l et s f or  t he r ul i ng Communi st  Par t y.

AFP/ Get t y I mages Medi a wer e gi ven r ar e access t o see i nsi de another  Bei j i ng pr

i son - No 1  - back i n 201 2



To make t hi ngs wor se,  t hey wer e made t o wor k on a " f ar m" ,  wher e t hey di d manage

 t o gr ow a l ot  of  veget abl es,  but  wer e never  al l owed t o eat  t hem. Radal j  sai d t h

e f ar m was di spl ayed t o a vi si t i ng j ust i ce mi ni st er  as an ex ampl e of  how i mpr e

ssi ve pr i son l i f e was. But ,  he sai d,  i t  was al l  f or  show. " We woul d be growi

ng t omat oes,  pot at oes,  cabbages and okr a and t hen – at  t he end of  t he season – t

hey woul d push i t  al l  i nt o a bi g hol e and bur y i t , "  he added. " And i f  you we

r e caught  wi t h a chi l l i  or  a cucumber  i n gener al  popul at i on you woul d go s

t rai ght  t o sol i t ar y conf i nement  f or  ei ght  mont hs."  Another  pr i soner  sai d t h
ey woul d occasi onal l y suddenl y r ecei ve pr ot ei n,  l i ke a chi cken l eg,  t o make t hei r  

di et  l ook bet t er  when of fi ci al s vi si t ed t he pr i son. Humphr ey sai d t her e wer

e si mi l ar  f ood r est r i ct i ons i n hi s Shanghai  pr i son,  addi ng t hat  t hi s l ed t o p

ower  st r uggl es among t he i nmat es: " The ki t chen was r un by pr i son l abour . Those 

who wor ked t her e st ol e t he best  st uf f  and i t  coul d t hen be di st r i but ed."  Radal j  

descr i bed a bat t l e bet ween Af r i can and Tai wanese gr oups i n Bei j i ng' s Pr i son N
o 2 over  thi s i ssue. The Ni ger i an i nmat es wer e wor ki ng i n t he ki t chen and " we
r e get t i ng smal l  benef i ts,  l i ke a bag of  appl es once a mont h or  some yogur t  or
 a coupl e of  bananas" ,  he sai d.

Cour t esy Mat t hew Radal j  Radal j ,  pi ct ur ed wi t h hi s f at her ,  says he has a r espons

i bi l i t y t o t hose st i l l  i mpr i soned

Then t he Mandar i n-speaki ng Tai wanese i nmat es wer e abl e t o convi nce t he guar ds 

t o l et  t hem t ake over ,  gi v i ng them cont r ol  of  pr eci ous ex t r a f ood i t ems. Th

i s l ed t o a l ar ge br awl ,  and Radal j  sai d he was caught  i n t he mi ddl e of  i t . He was

 sent  t o sol i t ar y conf i nement  f or  1 94 days af t er  hi t t i ng anot her  pr i soner . I nsi d

e sol i t ar y,  he f i nal l y had t he l i ght s t urned of f  onl y t o r eal i se he' d be wi t h

 ver y l i t t l e l i ght  near l y al l  of  t he t i me,  gi vi ng hi m t he opposi t e sensor y pr ob

l em. Hi s smal l  f ood r at i on was al so cut  i n hal f . Ther e wer e no r eadi ng mat er

i al s and t her e was nobody t o t al k t o whi l e he was hel d i n a bar e r oom of  1 .2 b

y  1 .8 met r es ( 4f t  by 6f t )  f or  hal f  a year . " You st ar t  t o go cr azy,  whet her

 you l i ke i t  or  not ,  and t hat ' s what  sol i t ar y i s desi gned t o do… So you' ve got

 t o deci de ver y qui ck l y whet her  your  r oom i s r eal l y,  r eal l y smal l ,  or  r eal l y,  r

eal l y bi g. " Af t er  f our  mont hs,  you j ust  st ar t  t al ki ng t o your sel f  al l  t he t i me.

 The guar ds woul d come by and ask ' Hey,  ar e you okay?' . And you' r e l i ke,  ' why?'

. They r epl i ed,  ' because you' r e l aughi ng' ."  Then,  Radal j  sai d,  he woul d r espond,  

i n hi s own mi nd: " I t ' s none of  your  busi ness."

Anot her  f eat ur e of  Chi nese pri son l i f e,  accor di ng t o Radal j i ,  was t he f ake " pr o



paganda"  moment s of f i ci al s woul d st age f or  Chi nese medi a or  vi si t i ng of f i ci al

s t o pai nt  a r osy pi ct ur e of  condi t i ons t her e. He sai d,  at  one poi nt ,  a " compu
t er  sui t e"  was set  up. " They got  ever yone t oget her  and t ol d us t hat  we' d get  our  

own emai l  addr ess and that  we woul d be abl e t o send emai l s. They t hen f i l med 

t hr ee Ni ger i an guys usi ng t hese comput er s."  The t hr ee pr i soner s appar ent l y l ook

ed conf used because t he comput er s wer e not  act ual l y connect ed t o t he i nt er n

et  - but  t he guar ds had t ol d t hem t o j ust  " pr et end" . " Ever yt hi ng was f i l med 

t o pr esent  a f ake i mage of  pr i soner s wi t h access t o comput er s, "  Radal j  sai d. But ,  

he cl ai ms,  soon af t er  t he phot o oppor t uni t y,  t he comput er s wer e wr apped up i n p

l ast i c and never  t ouched agai n.

The memoi r s

Cour t esy Mat t hew Radal j  Radal j  kept  a j our nal  i n pr i son ( pi ct ur ed)  det ai l i ng hi s t

i me behi nd bar s

Thr oughout  much of  t he or deal ,  Radal j  had been secr et l y keepi ng a j our nal  by pee

l i ng open Covi d masks and wr i t i ng t i ny sent ences i nsi de,  wi t h t he hel p of  so

me Nor t h Kor ean pr i soners,  who have al so si nce been r el eased. " I  woul d be wr i t

i ng,  and t he Kor eans woul d say: ' No smal l er … smal l er ! ' ."  Radal j  sai d many of  t

he pr i soner s had no way of  l et t i ng t hei r  f ami l i es know t hey wer e i n j ai l . Some h
ad not  made phone cal l s t o t hei r  r el at i ves because no money had been pl aced i n t h

ei r  account s f or  phone cal l s. For  ot her s,  t hei r  embassi es had not  r egi st er ed fa
mi l y t el ephone number s f or  t he pr i son phone syst em. Onl y cal l s to of f i ci al

l y appr oved number s wor ked. So,  af t er  word got  r ound t hat  t he Aust r al i an was 

pl anni ng t o t r y t o smuggl e hi s not es out ,  t hey passed on det ai l s t o connect  

wi th t hei r  f ami l i es. " I  had 60 or  70 peopl e hopi ng I  coul d cont act  t hei r  l o

ved ones af t er  I  got  out  t o t el l  t hem what  was happeni ng."

He wr apped t he pi eces of  Covi d mask as t i ght  as he coul d wi t h st i cky t ape hoar ded 

f r om t he f act or y and t r i ed t o swal l ow t he egg-si zed bundl e wi t hout  t he guar ds 

seei ng. But  he coul dn' t  keep i t  down. The guar ds saw what  was happeni ng on came
r a and st ar t ed ask i ng,  " Why ar e you vomi t i ng? Why do you keep gaggi ng? What ' s w

r ong?"  So,  he gave up and hi d t he bundl e i nst ead. When he was about  t o l eave on

 5 Oct ober  2024,  he was gi ven hi s ol d cl ot hes whi ch had been r i pped f i ve year s ea

r l i er  i n t he st r uggl e over  hi s i ni t i al  ar r est . Ther e was a t ear  i n t he l i ni ng

 of  hi s j acket  and he qui ckl y  dr opped t he not es i nsi de bef or e a guar d coul d see
 hi m. Radal j  sai d he t hi nks someone t ol d t he pr i son of f i cer s of  hi s pl an becaus

e t hey sear ched hi s r oom and quest i oned hi m bef or e he l ef t . " Di d you f or get  some



t hi ng?"  t he guar ds asked. " They t r ashed al l  my bel ongi ngs. I  was t hi nki ng t

hey' r e gonna t ake me back t o sol i t ar y conf i nement . Ther e wi l l  be new char ges.

"  But  t he guar d hol di ng hi s cl ot hes never  knew t he secr et  j our nal  had been sl i p

ped i nsi de. " They wer e l i ke,  ' Get  out  of  her e! ' . And i t  wasn' t  unt i l  I  was on 

t he pl ane,  and we had al r eady l ef t ,  and t he seat  bel t  si gn was swi t ched of f ,  t

hat  I  r eached i nt o my j acket  t o check."  The not es wer e st i l l  t her e.

Li fe Af t er  Pr i son

Cour t esy Mat t hew Radal j  Radal j  mar r i ed hi s l ong-t i me gi r l f r i end af t er  f i nal l y ma

ki ng i t  back home

9. inside the therapy room
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cg5vyv6dnmgo

I nsi de t he t her apy r oom: BBC wat ches as t hr ee l i ves change
1 9 hour s ago Shar e Save Ni ck Tr i ggl e • @ni ckt r i ggl e Heal t h cor r espondent  Shar

e Save

BBC /  Twent y Twent y Pr oduct i ons Lt d Ni col e went  to t her apy because she has a 

f ear  of  dr i vi ng

Ni col e ent er s t he t her api st ' s r oom and cl utches what  she cal l s her  huggi ng 

pi l l ow. She admi t s t o bei ng ner vous about  si t t i ng down wi t h a st r anger  t o di sc

uss her  ment al  heal t h. She i s 31 ,  l i ves i n London and wor ks as chi r opract i

c assi st ant . She suf f er s f r om anx i et y when she dr i ves. " Ther e are so many th
i ngs t hat  so qui ckl y go t hr ough my head, "  she says. " How f ar  away i s i t ? What  i s

 t he r out e? I  somehow f or get  how t o dr i ve."  She suf f er s f r om pani c at t acks and 

her  f ear  of  dr i vi ng means she i s const ant l y cancel l i ng pl ans. But ,  over  t he cour



se of  si x  sessi ons wi t h psychot her api st  Owen O' Kane,  i t  becomes cl ear  her  pr obl e

ms ar e much deeper  t han j ust  a f ear  of  dr i vi ng.

Di ggi ng ar ound i n t he mi nd

Ever y week,  one i n si x  of  t he UK popul at i on exper i ence ment al  heal t h pr obl ems
 such as depr essi on and anx i et y and ever y year  mor e t han 1 .2 mi l l i on peopl e see

k hel p f r om t he NHS t al ki ng t her api es ser v i ce,  wi t h many mor e payi ng f or  suppor t

 pr i vat el y. Thi s f or m of  t her apy i s most  commonl y used f or  anx i et y and depr ess

i on,  but  can al so hel p wi t h a r ange of  ot her  pr obl ems,  i ncl udi ng body i mage

 dysmor phi a,  obsessi ve compul si ve di sor der  and post  t r aumat i c st r ess di sor d

er . I t  does not  wor k f or  ever yone: r esear ch suggest s one-t hi r d of  peopl e do not

 benef i t . The BBC has f ol l owed 1 2 peopl e,  f eat ur ed i n t he ser i es Change Your  Mi

nd,  Change Your  Li f e,  who each r ecei ved si x  suppor t  sessi ons f r om t her api st s. The 

t her api st s have used a combi nat i on of  di f f er ent  t al ki ng t her apy appr oaches
,  i ncl udi ng cogni t i ve behavi our al  t her apy whi ch f ocuses on changi ng t he way 

we t hi nk and behave,  al ongsi de ot her  t echni ques t o i mpr ove r el at i onshi ps and pr o

cess t r auma. What  i t  r eveal s i s st r i ki ng: How under st andi ng and l ear ni ng t o ma

nage t he mi nd has t he power  to t r ansf or m l i ves.

BBC /  Twenty  Twent y Product i ons Lt d Owen O' Kane says bei ng a t her api st  i
s a bi t  l i ke bei ng a det ect i ve

" You' re not  st uck wi t h t he br ai n you' ve got , "  says Owen O' Kane,  who has wor ked

 i n t he f i el d f or  25 year s. He descr i bes hi s j ob as l i ke det ect i ve wor k: " Peopl e

 come wi t h what  seems t o be a r easonabl e st or y,  but  t he i nt er est i ng t hi ng i s t

hat  ver y of t en t he st or y and emoti ons don' t  mat ch. I  guess what  we ar e doi
ng i s di ggi ng ar ound a l i t t l e bi t ."

' I  compl et el y hat ed mysel f '

Over  t hei r  sessi ons,  Owen di gs deeper  i nt o Ni col e' s anx i et y. At  one poi nt  she 

weeps. She admi t s i n t he past  she has " compl et el y hat ed"  her sel f . She wor r i es a

bout  what  peopl e t hi nk of  her  and i s soci al l y  anx i ous: " I  don' t  f eel  good

 enough t o be t her e. I  mi ght  say somet hi ng wr ong. I  need peopl e t o l i ke me."  O

wen quest i ons why she f eel s l i ke t hi s: " As human bei ngs we l i ke t he ni ce emot

i ons. We l i ke f eel i ng happy,  j oy,  bei ng i n l ove."  but  he says some peopl e t r y to
 avoi d or  suppr ess emot i ons l i ke f ear ,  dr ead and sadness,  and t hat  can cause anx i

et y. I nstead,  he says i t  i s heal t hi er  t o accept  t hem and accept  t hem as saf e. 



When peopl e get  t o t hat  poi nt ,  he says,  t hey st ar t  t o f eel  empower ed: " They r e

al i se t hey' r e not  goi ng t o be over whel med."  Speaki ng out si de t he t her apy r oom

,  Ni col e says: " I ' m shocked. He got  my number  st r ai ght  away. I  woul d see vul ner a

bi l i t y as a negat i ve t hi ng,  but  i t ' s not ."  Asked t o descr i be her sel f  she uses wor d

s such as ki nd,  t hought f ul ,  det er mi ned and ent husi ast i c: " I  am not  a bad per so

n, "  she t el l s Owen. She says she has l ear ned a l ot : " Most  i mpor t ant l y I  f ound

 I  wasn' t  bei ng ki nd t o mysel f . That  was r eal l y eye-openi ng."  Owen says t hi s i s t y

pi cal  of  many peopl e he t r eat s: " When peopl e get  t o t hese cr ossr oads,  when t he

y  wake up and r eal i se what  t hey ar e doi ng,  t hat ' s a gol d dust  moment  f or  me."

' I  had st r oke i n my ear l y 30s'

James l i kewi se l ear ned t o t hi nk about  hi msel f  di f f er ent l y thanks t o t her apy. 

A 39-year -ol d f ather -of -one who wor ks i n f i nance,  he st r uggl es wi t h anx i et y 

and,  i n par t i cul ar ,  wor r i es about  maki ng mi st akes at  wor k. That  f ear  i s so deb

i l i t at i ng he doesn' t  make i t  t o wor k somet i mes. He has been suppor t ed by  Pr o

f  St eve Pet er s,  a psychi at r i st  who ex pl ai ns per f ect i oni sm i s at  t he r oot  of  hi

s pr obl ems: " I f  we t hi nk i t ' s t he end of  t he wor l d i f  we make a mi st ake,  i t  pa

r al yses you."  James was once an at hl et e,  pl ayi ng semi -pr of essi onal  f oot bal l  a

nd compet i ng i n at hl et i cs bef or e speci al i si ng i n t he bobsl ei gh. He was t r ai ni n

g f or  t r i al s f or  t he Gr eat  Br i t ai n t eam when he had a st r oke ei ght  year s ago

: " Wi t h a f l i ck of  a swi t ch,  I  l ost  ever yt hi ng, "  he says. " I t  made me f eel  a

 l esser  man."  Now he f ear s under -per f or mi ng at  wor k and l osi ng hi s j ob.

BBC /  Twent y Twent y Pr oduct i ons Lt d James had a st r oke i n hi s ear l y 30s

Over  t he cour se of  t he sessi ons,  Pr of  Pet er s ex pl ai ns t he key i s James' s b

el i ef  syst em. Fi r st ,  he gi ves some seemi ngl y si mpl e advi ce: " Put  your  f eet  o

n t he f l oor ,  st and up and wal k, "  he says. Focusi ng on t he basi c t ask of  movi n

g,  i n James' s case movi ng so he can get  t o wor k,  enabl es someone caught  up i n ca

t ast r ophi c t hi nki ng t o bl ock out  t he negat i ve t hought s t hat  st op t hem doi ng

 somet hi ng. I n l at er  sessi ons,  James and Pr of  Pet er s ex pl or e what  coul d be beh

i nd hi s pr obl ems. James t el l s Pr of  Pet er s about  hi s chi l dhood and how hi s f at he

r  woul d cr i t i ci se hi m t o push hi m t o i mpr ove. Pr of  Pet er s ex pl ai ns how James 

bel i eves t hat  t o pl ease you cannot  make er r or s and t hen t he devast at i ng st r ok
e he suf f er ed at  a young age has t r i gger ed an absol ut e desi r e f or  t hi ngs t o neve

r  go wr ong agai n. He t el l s James he needs t o make " peace wi t h hi msel f "  by def i ni

ng hi msel f  not  by per f or mance but  by val ues and behavi our s. He t oo asks Jame



s t o descr i be hi msel f  and James r epl i es he i s har d-wor ki ng,  honest ,  engagi ng,

 f r i endl y and as someone who woul d put  ot her s f i r st . Over  t he cour se of  hi s sess

i ons,  James' s way  of  t hi nki ng changes: " I  can l ook at  mysel f  i n t he mi r r or  and

 f eel  my val ue and my wor t h, "  he ex pl ai ns.

' My mum di ed when I  was 1 5'

Anj al ee' s st r uggl es ar e somewhat  di f f er ent . They r el at e t o one t r aumat i c event

 i n chi l dhood – her  mot her  di ed suddenl y when she was 1 5. Now a mot her  her sel f ,  wi

t h t hr ee chi l dr en under  f i ve,  she has st r uggl ed emot i onal l y. She has sl eepl ess

 ni ght s,  a t i ght  chest  and f eel s emot i onal l y di sconnect ed. I t  i s wor se t han any

 physi cal  pai n,  says t he 34-year -ol d: " Becomi ng a mot her  has reopeni ng ever yt hi n

g I ' ve t r i ed t o suppr ess."  Her  f i r st  bi r t h was par t i cul ar l y t r aumat i c. She deve

l oped sepsi s – t he condi t i on her  mot her  di ed f r om: " I  t hought  I  was not  goi ng 

t o sur vi ve, "  she says. Her  psychot her api st ,  Jul i a Samuel ,  ex pl ai ns t o Anj al ee

 she has not  been abl e t o pr ocess what  has happened and,  as a r esul t ,  the t r

auma has st ayed wi t h her . When her  mot her  di ed,  Anj al ee was i n t he mi ddl e of  

ex ams and had t wo younger  si bl i ngs,  l eavi ng her  wi t hout  t i me t o gr i eve.

BBC /  Twent y Twent y Pr oduct i ons Lt d Anj al ee f el t  emot i onal l y di sconnect ed bef o

r e she went  t o t her apy

10. PK Rosy: The forgotten Indian actor who lost her legacy to caste oppression
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c30q1rvqn17o

I ndi a' s f or got t en act or  who l ost  her  l egacy t o cast e oppr essi on

1 8 hour s ago Shar e Save Bi mal  Thankachan and Di v ya Uppal  BBC I ndi a YouTube t

eam Shar e Save



I l l ust r at i on by Puneet  Kumar  I n t he absence of  a ver i f i ed phot ogr aph of  PK Rosy

,  t he BBC commi ssi oned an i l l ust r at or  t o cr eat e thi s i mage

At  a t i me when women' s par t i ci pat i on i n t he f i l m i ndust r y was f r owned upon,  a y
oung woman dar ed t o dr eam di f f er ent l y. I n 1 920s pr e-i ndependence I ndi a,  PK Ro

sy became t he f i r st  f emal e l ead i n Mal ayal am-l anguage ci nema,  i n what  i s now t h
e sout her n st at e of  Ker al a. She st ar r ed i n a movi e cal l ed V i gat hakumar an,  o

r  The Lost  Chi l d,  i n t he 1 920s. But  i nst ead of  bei ng r emember ed as a pi oneer ,  h

er  st or y was bur i ed - er ased by cast e di scr i mi nat i on and soci al  backl ash. Rosy

 bel onged t o a l ower -cast e communi t y and f aced i nt ense cr i t i ci sm f or  por t

r ayi ng an upper -cast e woman i n Vi gat hakumar an. Al most  a hundr ed year s l at er ,  th
er e i s no sur vi vi ng evi dence of  Rosy' s r ol e. The f i l m' s r eel  was dest r oyed and t h

e cast  and cr ew have al l  di ed. Onl y  a f ew pi ct ur es of  t he f i l m f r om a cont est ed p
r ess r el ease dat ed Oct ober  1 930 sur vi ve,  al ong wi t h an unver i f i ed bl ack-and-whi
t e phot o popul ar i sed by l ocal  newspaper s as Rosy' s onl y por t r ai t . Even a Googl
e Doodl e cel ebr at i ng her  1 20t h bi r t hday used an i l l ust r at i on si mi l ar  t o t he woman 

i n t he phot ogr aph. But  Rosy' s nephew and ot her s who have r esear ched her  l i f e t ol d

 t he BBC t hat  t hey coul d not  concl usi vel y say t hat  i t  i s her  i n t he pi ct ur e

. PK Rosy was bor n as Raj amma i n t he ear l y 1 900s i n t he er st whi l e ki ngdom of  Tr

avancor e,  now Ker al a. She bel onged t o a f ami l y of  gr ass cut ter s f r om t he Pu
l aya communi t y,  par t  of  t he Dal i t s,  who ar e at  t he bot t om of  I ndi a' s har sh cast e

 hi er ar chy and have been hi st or i cal l y oppr essed. " Peopl e f r om t he Pul aya commu
ni t y wer e consi der ed sl ave l abour  and auct i oned of f  wi t h l and, "  says Mal avi ka Bi

nny,  a pr of essor  of  hi st or y at  Kannur  Uni ver si t y. " They wer e consi der ed t he '

l owl i est ' . They wer e f l ogged,  r aped,  t i ed t o t r ees and set  on f i r e f or  any so-

cal l ed t r ansgr essi ons, "  she adds. Despi t e t he di r e soci al  chal l enges,  Rosy chose 

t o dr eam di f f er ent l y.

I l l ust r at i on by Puneet  Kumar  A scene i n Vi gat hakumar an showed t he her o pi cki

ng a f l ower  f r om the her oi ne' s hai r  and ki ssi ng i t

She was suppor t ed by her  uncl e,  who was a t heatr e ar t i st  hi msel f ,  and wi t h hi s h

el p Rosy ent er ed t he f i el d of  ent er t ai nment . " Ther e ar e f ew avai l abl e f act s about

 Rosy' s l i fe,  but  i t  i s known t hat  she was popul ar  f or  her  per f or mances i n l oca

l  pl ays, "  says Vi nu Abr aham,  the aut hor  of  The Lost  Her oi ne,  a novel  based
 on Rosy' s l i f e. Whi l e her  act i ng ski l l s ear ned admi r at i on,  i t  was r ar e f or  a D
al i t  woman t o t ake up act i ng at  t he t i me. " She was l i kel y  awar e of  t he f act  

t hat  t hi s was a new ar ena and maki ng her sel f  vi si bl e was i mpor tant , "  says Pr of  B

i nny. She soon became a wel l -known fi gur e i n l ocal  t heat r e ci r cl es and her  t al e



nt  caught  t he eye of  di r ect or  JC Dani el ,  who was t hen sear chi ng f or  a l ead act

or  for  hi s f i l m - a char act er  named Sar oj i ni . Dani el  was awar e of  Rosy' s cast e 

i dent i ty  and chose t o cast  her  i n t he r ol e. " She was pai d f i ve r upees a day f

or  1 0 days of  f i l mi ng, "  sai d Mr  Abr aham. " Thi s was a subst ant i al  amount  of  mon

ey i n t he 1 920s."  On t he day of  t he f i l m' s pr emi er e,  Rosy and her  f ami l y we

r e bar r ed f r om at t endi ng t he scr eeni ng. They wer e st opped because t hey wer e Da

l i t s,  Rosy' s nephew Bi j u Govi ndan says. And so began a chai n of  event s t hat  p

ushed Rosy out  of  t he publ i c eye and her  home. " The cr owd t hat  came t o wat ch 

t he mov i e were pr ovoked by t wo t hi ngs: Rosy pl ayi ng an upper -cast e woman and

 t he her o pi cki ng a f l ower  f r om her  hai r  and k i ssi ng i t  i n one scene, "  sai d Mr

 Abr aham. " They st ar t ed t hr owi ng r ocks at  t he scr een and chased Dani el  away,

"  he added. Ther e ar e di f f er i ng account s of  t he ex t ent  of  t he damage t o t he t he

at r e but  what  i s cl ear  i s t he t ol l  t he i nci dent  t ook on bot h Rosy and Dani el .

Post er  of  t he movi e Vi gat hakumar an Bur i ed i n debt  af t er  t he f ai l ur e of  hi s f i l m V

i gat hakumar an,  JC Dani el  never  made anot her  movi e

11. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/asia/india

Why I ndi a coul d not  st op I MF bai l out  t o Paki st an

As one of  25 member  gr oups on t he I MF boar d,  I ndi a' s i nf l uence at  t he fund i s

 l i mi t ed,  say exper t s.

12. Rowdy and rich, here's what Preakness says about the US economy
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c2lk0zq7kg5o



What  one of  Amer i ca' s most  l i vel y spor t i ng event s says about  t he econom
y

1 7 hour s ago Shar e Save Br andon Dr enon BBC News,  r epor t i ng f r om Pi ml i co Shar e Sa
ve

BBC/ Br andon Dr enon

A woman bal anci ng a dozen cockt ai l s on a t r ay at op her  head i nched caref ul l y t hr

ough t he st eadi l y bui l di ng cr owds and chaos on Sat ur day  mor ni ng at  t he Pi ml i c

o Race Cour se cl ubhouse. " How much i s t hat , "  a man i n pur pl e t r ouser s yel l ed t

owar ds her ,  t he gl asswar e i nches above her  eyebr ow cl anki ng as she paused. " T

went y dol l ar s, "  she r epl i ed. Ray De Rubi n r epeat ed t he number  i n di sbel i ef ,  mumbl

ed an ex pl et i ve under  hi s br eat h,  t hen sai d: " I ' l l  t ake t wo."  He and hi s mot her  

wer e at  Pi ml i co f or  t he f i r st  t i me - her e t o wager  on US hor se r aci ng' s est eemed

 Pr eakness St akes on i t s 1 50t h anni ver sar y. Just  two weeks ago,  dur i ng hi s

 1 4t h t r i p t o t he Kent ucky Der by,  he won bi g. " Thi s i s t he ex act  same out f i t  I  

wor e on Der by day. Same under wear ,  same socks,  same hat , "  he sai d. " I  st i l l  g

ot  my Der by wr i st band on."  Hi s wager  at  Pi ml i co? " I  can' t  t el l  you. I  don' t  wa

nt  t he I RS comi ng aft er  me, "  he sai d wi t h a gr i n. On t he ot her  si de of  Pi ml

i co – j ust  beyond t he t housand-dol l ar  seat s,  champagne f l ut es,  and ai r -condi t i o
ned t ent s on t he i nf i el d – f i ve t hor oughbr eds i dl ed behi nd t he st ar t i ng l i ne. 

Mr  De Rubi n had bet s on t hr ee of  t hem. Ther e was a br i ef  moment  of  qui et  b

ef or e t he r ace. Then t he gat es f l ung open,  and t he hor ses t ook of f . Mr  De Rubi n,

 eyes f i x ed on t he scr eens above,  st ood f r ozen. But  onl y f or  a moment . " I  get  r
eal l y l oud when I  wat ch t he r ace. I  put  a l ot  of  work  i nt o t hi s, "  he sai d.

BBC/ Br andon Dr enon Ray De Rubi n scans t hr ough t he bet ti ng app on hi s i Pad i ns

i de Pi ml i co' s cl ubhouse

Tradi t i on,  but  under  a shadow

One of  t hr ee annual  t hor oughbr ed r aces - al ong wi t h t he Kent ucky Der by and 

t he Bel mont  St akes - t hat  make up what  i s known as t he Tr i pl e Cr own,  t he Pr eakness

 St akes has l ong been known as one of  t he most  gl amor ousl y bacchanal  event s i n US

 spor t s. Hel d at  t he Pi ml i co Race Cour se i n Bal t i mor e,  Mar yl and,  i t  br i ngs t oget

her  t he r owdy  and t he r i ch. But  t hi s year ,  i t s t r adi t i ons have been t hr own i

nt o quest i on. I n hi s second t er m as pr esi dent ,  Donal d Tr ump has enf or ced swi f t ,  d

r amat i c economi c pol i cy changes,  l eadi ng t o si gni f i cant  consumer  pessi mi sm. 



Vi r t ual l y no cor ner  of  t he Amer i can mar ket  has been spar ed - f r om t he f ast -f oo

d hambur ger  to t he Pr eakness St akes. Much of  t he cur r ent  mar ket -r at t l i ng t

ur moi l  i s a r esul t  of  Tr ump' s sweepi ng gl obal  tar i f f s,  announced on 2 Apr i l . Dub

bed " Li ber at i on Day" ,  he sai d t he new economi c st r at egy woul d usher  i n " t he gol d

en age of  Amer i ca" . I nst ead,  i n t he 48 hours af t er  hi s announcement ,  t he S

&P 500 had i t s wor st  t wo-day  sel l -of f  i n year s,  as t r i l l i ons of  dol l ar s wer e wi pe

d f r om t he st ock mar ket . Thr ee weeks l at er ,  t he I nt er nat i onal  Monet ar y Fund 

war ned of  a gl obal  r ecessi on. Even McDonal d' s r epor t ed a dr op i n sal es,  whi ch 

t he bur ger  chai n' s CEO at t r i but ed t o cust omers " gr appl i ng wi t h uncer t ai nt y" . B

ut  whi l e t he st ock mar ket  has most l y  r ecovered f ol l owi ng t ar i f f  agr eement

s wi t h t he UK and Chi na,  t he t ar i f f s'  i mpact  may be j ust  begi nni ng;  mega cor po

r at i ons l i ke Wal mar t  and Amaz on r ecent l y war ned of  pr i ce i ncr eases.

BBC/ Br andon Dr enon

BBC/ Br andon Dr enon

But  at  Pi ml i co,  t he st at e of  Mar yl and i s bet t i ng bi g,  wi t h pl ans t o demol i sh t

he t r ack r i ght  af t er  Sat urday' s event  and r ebui l d a new cour se i n i t s pl ac
e,  pl us a st at e-of -t he-ar t  t r ai ni ng f aci l i t y. The t ar i f f s'  shadow l ooms her e,

 t oo. " We ex pect  t her e t o be some ki nd of  i mpact , "  t he Mar yl and St adi um Aut h

or i t y t ol d t he BBC i n a st at ement . But  f or  now,  t hey sai d t he ef f ect s on t he ha

l f -bi l l i on dol l ar  pr oj ect  r emai ns uncl ear . Asi de f rom t ar i f f s,  hor se r ace at t e

ndance has shr unk i n r ecent  year s. Just  over  46, 000 peopl e at t ended t he Pr eakne

ss i n 2024,  down f rom t he 1 31 , 000 t hat  at tended i n 201 9. The Der by dr ew a 

much l ar ger  cr owd of  r oughl y  1 50, 000 t hi s year  but  was st i l l  wel l  under  i t s pe

ak of  1 70, 000 i n 201 5. Bi l l  Car st anj en,  CEO of  t he Der by' s home,  Chur chi l l  Downs
,  sai d a di p i n sal es t hi s year  was due t o buyer  " hesi t ancy"  t hat  " cor r el at

es per f ect l y"  wi t h Tr ump' s t ar i f f s. " We di dn' t  have t he endl ess pool  of  deman

d t hat  we' ve seen i n pr i or  year s, "  Mr  Car st anj en tol d t he Lex i ngt on Her al d.

' A l i t t l e r epr i eve'

St i l l ,  gambl i ng r ecor ds t hi s year  wer e br oken at  t he Der by and Pr eakness. Over

 a week bef or e t he Pr eakness and bef or e t he hor ses r unni ng wer e f i nal i sed,  a Pr e

akness r ecor d of  $348, 000 was wager ed on bet t i ng f ut ur es,  up f r om l ast  year ' s 

r ecor d of  $260, 000. Al l  j ust  a dr op i n t he bucket  compar ed t o t he mi l l i ons t hat  wi

l l  be wager ed by t he t i me t he l ast  hor se cr osses t he f i ni sh l i ne. Uni ver si t y 

of  Kent ucky economi cs pr of essor  Just i n Bal t hr op t ol d t he BBC t hat  a r i se i n ga



mbl i ng al so coul d be a si gn of  economi c di st r ess. " Peopl e who r each a cer t ai n l

evel  of  despai r  wi l l  st ar t  t o t ake on mor e r i sk,  i n an ef f or t  t o l i t er al l y g
ambl e t hei r  way back t o a pl ace wher e t hey f eel  l i ke t hey can be mor e comf or t abl e

, "  Pr of essor  Bal thr op sai d. " You combi ne t hat  wi t h t hi s i dea t hat  maybe t he

y ar e so pessi mi st i c,  t hat  t hi s gi ves t hem t he dopami ne r ush or  endor phi n r el e

ase."

BBC/ Br andon Dr enon Ant hony Wal ker  i s at t endi ng hi s f i r st  Pr eakness St akes

Wai t i ng i n a l ong l i ne on Pi ml i co' s i nf i el d,  Ant hony  Wal ker  was among t hose l oo

ki ng f or  " a l i t t l e r epr i eve" . He was gl ad " t o be abl e t o t ake a f ew hour s away f r o

m al l  t hat  i nstabi l i t y"  i n t he st ock mar ket  as wel l  as t he di sr upt i on caused b

y Tr ump' s downsi z i ng of  t he f eder al  gover nment . Mr  Wal ker  pl anned t o gambl e – " y

ou can' t  come t o t he r ace wi t hout  put t i ng a l i t t l e somet hi ng out  t her e"  – but  a 

bi t  l ess t han he mi ght  have i n mor e cer t ai n t i mes. " I ' m wager i ng 50% l ess,  f o

r  sur e, "  he est i mat ed. "Because of  what ' s happeni ng i n t he economy – t he way t hi

s admi ni st r at i on i s t aki ng a wr ecki ng bal l  t o t he l ongst andi ng t r adi t i ons and i n
st i t ut i ons t hat  gi ve cr edence t o t he Amer i can way of  l i f e."  At  t he Pr eakness,  t her

e ar e st i l l  endl ess ways t o get  a qui ck dose of  gambl i ng-i nduced dopami ne. Even 

f or  as l i t t l e as 1 0 cent s. " I ' ve seen a 1 0 cent  ( wager )  pay $75, 000, "  sai d Pet e

r  Rot ondo,  who heads r aci ng and wager i ng f or  1 / ST,  t he or gani sat i on runni ng Pr ea

kness. To do so,  one woul d have t o wager  on what ' s cal l ed a super f ect a: cor r ect l

y guessi ng whi ch f our  horses wi l l  pl ace i n t he t op f our  i n t he ex act  or der ,  od

ds t hat  ar e about  on par  wi t h get t i ng st r uck by l i ght ni ng. " That ' s t he beaut y o

f  t he super , "  Mr  Rot ondo sai d.

BBC/ Br andon Dr enon

' The most  sal aci ous par t y i n spor t s'

The pr i cey cockt ai l  Mr  De Rubi n gr umbl ed about  i s t he Bl ack-Eyed Susan,  al so Mar

yl and' s of f i ci al  f l ower . The cr azed concoct i on - bour bon,  vodka,  and a spl ash
 of  mi x er s - l eaves one t o wonder  whet her  i t ' s t r ul y a t r i but e t o t he st at e 

f l ower  or  a wi nk t o t he l i kel y bl ack eye af t er  havi ng too many. The dr i nk i s 

one of  many  t r adi t i ons at  the annual  event . Ther e' s al so t he decades-ol d Ti f

f any & Co-made t r ophy cal l ed t he Woodl awn Vase,  consi der ed " t he most  val uabl e t r o

phy i n spor t s" . Made of  30l b of  st er l i ng si l ver ,  i t ' s val ued at  an est i mat ed $4m

 ( £3m) ,  and t hus i s kept  i n a museum most  of  t he year . The Pr eakness wi nner  l eaves

 wi t h a r epl i ca. But  f or  many,  t he Pr eakness woul dn' t  be t he Pr eakness wi thou



t  t he part y on t he i nf i el d. " I  went  a l ot  i n my 20s and 30s. I t  was an absol ut el y 

cr azy par t y, "  Bobby  Duke,  51 ,  sai d i n an emai l  t o t he BBC. " I n 1 998,  a guy j
umped t he f ence and t r i ed t o punch a hor se whi l e r aci ng. I t ' s on YouTube."  T

hough Pi ml i co al ways had of f er i ngs f or  el egant ,  f ans l i ke Mr  Duke f ondl y r emembe
r  pi l i ng i nt o t he i nf i el d f or  " t he most  sal aci ous par t y on t he spor t s cal endar

" ,  as ESPN once put  i t ,  where pat r ons woul d r ace acr oss a l ong r ow of  por t a-p
ot t ys whi l e dodgi ng beer  cans hur l ed at  t hem by i nebr i at ed onl ooker s. ( That  t r ad

i t i on ended ar ound 2009,  when Pi ml i co st opped i t s BYOB pol i cy.)  Mar yl and of f i

ci al s sai d t he new Pi ml i co wi l l  become a year -r ound r aci ng f aci l i t y,  and hopef u

l l y br i ng an economi c boost  t o t he l ow-i ncome Park  Hei ght s nei ghbour hood sur r

oundi ng i t .

BBC/ Br andon Dr enon

Wat ch t he hor ses,  not  t he st ock mar ket

13. Northern Ireland Politics
https://www.bbc.com/news/northern_ireland/northern_ireland_politics

TUV MLA' s quest i oni ng of  wi t ness r ul ed not  a br each of  code

A compl ai nt  had been l odged by Age NI  af t er  some of  i t s st af f  appear ed bef or e

 t he commi t t ee l ast  Oct ober .

14. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/middle_east



I sr ael i  ' bunker  bust er '  bombs used i n Gaza hospi t al  st r i ke,  ex per t s say

CCTV f oot age obt ai ned and ver i f i ed by t he BBC shows t he moment  bef or e i mpact  

and t he i mmedi at e af t er mat h. Muni t i ons ex per t s t ol d BBC Ver i f y t hat  t he st r i kes
 and dest r uct i on ar e consi st ent  wi t h t he use of  so-cal l ed " bunker  bust er "  bombs 

- desi gned t o hi t  under gr ound t ar get s. BBC Ver i f y' s Mer l yn Thomas has mor e.

15. Elton John brands government 'absolute losers' over AI copyright plans
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c8jg0348yvxo

El t on John br ands gover nment  ' l oser s'  over  AI  copyr i ght  pl ans

1 2 hour s ago Shar e Save Laur a Kuenssber g • @bbcl aur ak Pr esent er ,  Sunday wi t h La

ur a Kuenssber g Shar e Save

Si r  El t on John angr y at  ' cr i mi nal '  AI  pl ans for  ar t i st s

Si r  El t on John descr i bed t he gover nment  as " absol ut e l oser s"  and sai d he f eel s " i n

cr edi bl y  bet r ayed"  over  pl ans t o ex empt  t echnol ogy f i r ms f r om copyr i ght  l aws. 

Speaki ng ex cl usi vel y t o Sunday  wi t h Laur a Kuenssber g,  he sai d i f  mi ni st er s go

 ahead wi t h pl ans t o al l ow A I  f i r ms t o use ar t i st s'  cont ent  wi t hout  payi ng,  the

y woul d be " commi t t i ng t hef t ,  t hi ever y on a hi gh scal e" . Thi s week t he gover n

ment  r ej ect ed pr oposal s f r om t he House of  Lor ds t o f or ce AI  compani es t o di scl o
se what  mat er i al  t hey wer e usi ng t o devel op t hei r  pr ogr ammes. A gover nment  spok

esper son sai d t hat  " no changes"  t o copyr i ght  l aws woul d be " consi der ed unl ess 

we ar e compl et el y  sat i sf i ed they wor k f or  cr eat or s" .

Gener at i ve AI  pr ogr ammes mi ne,  or  l ear n,  f r om vast  amount s of  dat a l i ke t ex t ,

 i mages,  or  musi c onl i ne t o gener at e new cont ent  whi ch f eel s l i ke i t  has b

een made by a human. Si r  El t on sai d t he " danger "  i s t hat ,  f or  young ar t i st s,  " t h



ey haven' t  got  t he r esour ces ... t o f i ght  bi g t ech [ f i r ms] " . " I t ' s cr i mi nal ,  i n

 t hat  I  f eel  i ncr edi bl y bet r ayed, "  he added.

" The House of  Lor ds di d a vot e,  and i t  was mor e t han t wo t o one i n our  f avour

, "  he sai d. "The government  j ust  l ooked at  i t  as i f  t o say,  ' Hmm,  wel l  the 

ol d peopl e ... l i ke me can af f or d i t .' "  On Monday,  t he House of  Lor ds vot ed by 

a 1 47 maj or i t y t o amend t he Dat a ( Use and Access)  Bi l l  t o add t r anspar ency re
qui r ement s,  whi ch ai m t o ensur e copyr i ght  hol der s have to gi ve per mi ssi on f or  t
hei r  wor k t o be used. But  on Wednesday MPs i n t he House of  Commons vot ed t o r

ej ect  t hi s change,  meani ng t he bi l l  wi l l  cont i nue t o go back and f or t h bet ween

 t he t wo Houses unt i l  t hey r each an agr eement  on i t . Si r  El t on war ned t he

 gover nment  was on cour se t o " r ob young peopl e of  t hei r  l egacy and t hei r  i ncome

" ,  addi ng t hat  he t hought  t he gover nment  was " j ust  bei ng absol ut e l oser s,  an

d I ' m ver y  angr y about  i t " . The si nger  sai d t hat  Pr i me Mi ni st er  Si r  Kei r  St a

r mer  needed t o " wi se up"  and descr i bed Technol ogy  Secr et ar y Pet er  Kyl e as " a bi

t  of  a mor on" . He sai d i f  t he gover nment  does not  change i t s pl ans,  he woul d be 

r eady t o t ake mi ni st er s t o cour t ,  say i ng t hat  " we' l l  f i ght  i t  al l  t he way" .

Si r  El t on John spoke t o t he BBC' s Laura Kuenssber g al ongsi de pl aywr i ght  James 

Gr aham

Speak i ng al ongsi de t he 78-year -ol d,  pl aywr i ght  James Gr aham sai d mi ni st er

s " do under st and t he val ue of  cr eat i vi t y... but  what ' s f r ust r at i ng i s ei t her  t h

e compl acency or  t he wi l l i ngness t o l et  Si l i con Val l ey t ech br os get  i t  al l  t

hei r  own way" . The chi ef  ex ecut i ve of  UK musi c,  Tom Ki ehl ,  t ol d t he BBC t hat  t he

 gover nment  i s " on t he br i nk"  of  of f er i ng up t he count r y' s musi c i ndust r y " as a

 sacr i f i ci al  l amb i n i t s ef for t s t o cosy up t o Amer i can-based t ech gi ant s" . He ad

ded t hat  t he pr i me mi ni st er  " must  not  sel l "  t he nex t  gener at i on of  si nger s,  song

wr i t er s,  musi ci ans,  and musi c cr eat or s " down t he r i ver  and al l ow al l  t hat  t al ent  t

o be cr ushed by l et t i ng soul l ess AI  bot s pl under  t hei r  wor k" . Ahead of  t he vote
 i n t he House of  Lor ds,  Si r  El t on j oi ned mor e t han 400 Br i t i sh musi ci ans,  wr i t er s

,  and ar t i st s i n si gni ng a l et t er  cal l i ng on t he pr i me mi ni st er  t o updat e copyr

i ght  l aws i n a way t hat  pr ot ect s t hem f r om ar t i f i ci al  i nt el l i gence. Beat l es si

nger  Si r  Paul  McCar t ney,  who al so si gned t he l et t er ,  pr evi ousl y t ol d t he BBC t
here was a r i sk AI  woul d cr eat e a " Wi l d West "  i n whi ch ar t i st s'  copyr i ght  was no
t  pr oper l y pr ot ect ed. A gover nment  spokesper son sai d i t  want s t he UK' s cr eat

i ve i ndust r i es and AI  compani es t o " fl our i sh,  whi ch i s why  we' r e consul t i ng o
n a package of  measur es t hat  we hope wi l l  wor k f or  bot h sect or s" . The spokespe

r son sai d i t  was " vi t al "  t he gover nment  wor ked t hr ough r esponses t o a cons



ul t at i on on pr oposal s t o al l ow devel oper s t o use cr eat or s'  cont ent  unl ess r i ght

s hol der s el ect ed t o " opt  out " . They added t hat  i t  was " equal l y i mpor t ant  that  w

e put  i n t he gr oundwor k now as we consi der  t he nex t  st eps" . " That  i s why  we ha

ve commi t t ed t o publ i shi ng a r epor t  and economi c i mpact  assessment  - ex pl or i ng t

he br oad r ange of  i ssues and opt i ons on al l  si des of  t he debat e."

Si gn up f or  t he Of f  Ai r  wi t h Laur a K newsl et t er  t o get  Laur a Kuenssber g' s ex

per t  pol i t i cal  i nsi ght  and i nsi der  st or i es ever y Thur sday.

16. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/topics/c2vdnvdg6xxt

I sr ael i  ' bunker  bust er '  bombs used i n Gaza hospi t al  st r i ke,  ex per t s say

CCTV f oot age obt ai ned and ver i f i ed by t he BBC shows t he moment  bef or e i mpac

t  and t he i mmedi at e af t er mat h. Muni t i ons ex per t s t ol d BBC Ver i f y that  t he st r i

kes and dest r uct i on ar e consi st ent  wi t h t he use of  so-cal l ed " bunker  bust er "  b

ombs - desi gned t o hi t  under gr ound t ar get s. BBC Ver i f y' s Mer l yn Thomas has mor e.

17. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/asia/china



US says ' deal '  r eached wi t h Chi na af t er  t r ade t al ks

The US t r easur y secr et ar y cal l s t he t al ks " pr oduct i ve" ,  whi l e Chi na' s vi ce pr em

i er  descr i bes t hem as " candi d" .

18. Ros Atkins on... Trump's deals in the Gulf
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/clyzn0zwy32o

Thi s week,  Donal d Tr ump compl et ed a t hr ee-countr y t r i p t o t he Gul f .

And he put  a maj or  emphasi s on deal s bei ng done - wi t h t he US and wi t h US bus

i nesses. But  t he t r i p al so put  a spot l i ght  on t he pr esi dent ' s own busi ness i nt

er est s.

The BBC' s Anal ysi s Edi t or  Ros Atk i ns t akes a l ook.

Pr oduced by Cat her i ne Kar el l i . Gr aphi cs by Mar k Edwar ds.

19. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/africa



Bl ank quest i ons,  power  cut s and a sui ci de: Ni ger i a' s ex ams f i asco

Near l y  80% of  t he 1 .9 mi l l i on st udent s who sat  t he ex ams di d not  get  hi gh eno

ugh mar ks t o get  i nt o uni ver si t y.

20. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/scotland/scotland_politics

Copyr i ght  2025 BBC. Al l  r i ght s r eser ved. The BBC i s not  r esponsi bl e f or  t he cont e

nt  of  ex t er nal  si t es. Read about  our  appr oach t o ex t er nal  l i nki ng.

21. Princess Eugenie speaks about childhood scoliosis surgery
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c0ln0wlklzko

Pr i ncess Eugeni e opens up about  chi l dhood back sur ger y
3 hour s ago Shar e Save Hol l i e Col e BBC News Shar e Save

Get ty  I mages The Ki ng' s ni ece had scol i osi s sur ger y when she was aged 1 2

Pri ncess Eugeni e has sai d she " coul dn' t  get  out  of  bed or  do anythi ng for  my



sel f "  whi l e r ecover i ng af t er  scol i osi s sur ger y as a chi l d. I n an i nt er vi ew wi t h 

t he Sunday Tel egr aph,  t he Ki ng' s ni ece opened up about  her  sur ger y,  sayi ng 

t hat  she f el t  "ver y embar r assed"  ahead of  t he oper at i on and l at er  st r uggl ed wi t

h t he emot i onal  i mpact  of  post -sur ger y car e. Sur geons i nser t ed t i t ani um r ods i nt

o her  spi ne t o cor rect  a cur vat ur e caused by scol i osi s when she was 1 2 year s 

ol d and she spent  1 0 days on her  back af t er  t he oper at i on. She sai d t hat  her

 mot her ,  t he Duchess of  Yor k,  Sar ah Fer guson,  hel ped her  see t he post -sur ge

r y scar  on her  back as a " badge of  honour " .

Scol i osi s i s a condi t i on wher e t he spi ne t wi st s and cur ves t o t he si de. The cause 

of  i t  i s of t en unknown,  and commonl y st ar t s i n chi l dr en aged between 1 0 and 

1 5,  accor di ng t o t he NHS. Eugeni e was t r eated at  t he Royal  Nat i onal  Or t hopaedi c 

Hospi t al ,  i n nor t h London,  and i t  was f our  mont hs bef or e she was abl e t o r et
ur n t o school  af t er  i t . " I  had a cor ner  r oom i n t he hospi t al  wi t h t wo wi ndows l

ooki ng out  over  a car  par k, "  t he 35-year -ol d sai d. " I  was t oo young t o not i ce I  c

oul dn' t  get  out si de;  al l  I  car ed about  was wher e my par ent s and si st er  wer e. " B

ut  I  do r emember  wat chi ng someone wavi ng t o my i ncr edi bl e r ed-hai r ed nur se t

hr ough t he wi ndow and havi ng t hi s feel i ng t hat  I  coul dn' t  r each t hem, "  she 

sai d. " I  coul dn' t  get  out  of  bed or  do anyt hi ng f or  mysel f ."  Speaki ng about  how s

he f el t  ahead of  t he oper at i on,  she sai d she f el t  " ver y embar r assed about  t he w

hol e t hi ng" . " I  r emember  bei ng woken up r eal l y ear l y bef or e my sur ger y – I  p

ul l ed my bl anket  over  my head. I  sai d: ' I  don' t  want  t o see anyone and I  don' t  

want  t hem t o see me' , "  she sai d. The oper at i on l ef t  a vi si bl e scar  on her  back a

nd she sai d her  mot her  hel ped t o " t r ai n"  her  br ai n t o t hi nk t hat  " scar s ar e c
ool " .

AFP/ Get t y I mages For  her  weddi ng i n 201 8,  Eugeni e wor e a weddi ng dr ess t hat  sh

owed her  scar  f r om sur ger y

" She was amazi ng. She' d ask me i f  she coul d show i t  t o peopl e,  t hen she' d t ur n

 me ar ound and say,  ' my daught er  i s super human,  you' ve got  t o check our  her  scar '

, "  Eugeni e sai d. " Al l  of  sudden i t  was a badge of  honour  – a cool  t hi ng I  had, "  

she added. " I t  became a posi t i ve memor y,  a par t  of  me,  t hat  I  coul d do somet hi ng

 wi t h i n t he f ut ur e. I  coul d hel p heal  ot her  peopl e."  The pr i ncess' s weddi ng
 dr ess i n 201 8 showed t he scar  at  t he t op of  her  back and ahead of  t he wedd

i ng,  she spoke of  t he i mpor t ance of  showi ng " peopl e your  scar s" . Speaki ng t o
 I TV' s Thi s Mor ni ng at  t he t i me,  she descr i bed i t  as a " l ovel y way t o honour  t
he peopl e who l ooked af t er  me and a way of  st andi ng up f or  young peopl e who a

l so go t hr ough t hi s" . " I  t hi nk you can change t he way beaut y i s,  and you can sho



w peopl e your  scar s and I  t hi nk i t ' s r eal l y speci al  t o st and up f or  t hat , "  she a

dded.

22. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/politics

I s Br i t ai n r eal l y i nchi ng back towar ds t he EU?

The summi t  between t he UK and EU on 1 9 May wi l l  be t he f i r st  si nce Br exi t  

- t he ver y i dea of  i t  has pol ar i sed opi ni ons

23. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/wales

New char ges t o tackl e congest i on at  popul ar  beach

Beachgoer s at  Ll anddwyn Beach on Angl esey,  nor t h Wal es wi l l  soon pay  up t o £

1 5 f or  par ki ng.

24. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/northern_ireland



Saf et y cal l  af t er  f at al  f al l s mor e t han doubl e i n NI

The Royal  Soci et y f or  t he Pr event i on of  Acci dent s says t he r i se i n f atal i t i

es i s " t r ul y shocki ng" .

25. Russia launches biggest drone attack since invasion began, says Ukraine
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c1ldm42eyzmo

Russi a l aunched war ' s l ar gest  dr one at t ack ahead of  Put i n-Tr ump cal l ,  Ukr ai n

e says

58 mi nut es ago Shar e Save Danai  Nest a Kupemba BBC News Shar e Save

Reut er s Resi dent s sur vey t he damage t o t hei r  homes af t er  a Russi an dr one st r i ke

 on Sat ur day ni ght  on subur bs out si de of  Kyi v

Ukr ai ne says Russi a has l aunched i t s bi ggest  dr one at t ack si nce t he f ul l -scal

e i nvasi on began,  t ar get i ng sever al  r egi ons i ncl udi ng Kyi v,  wher e one woman di ed

. The bar r age came j ust  a day bef or e a schedul ed cal l  bet ween Donal d Tr ump and R

ussi an Pr esi dent  Vl adi mi r  Put i n. The US Pr esi dent  has been ur gi ng a ceasefi r e. 

Russi a and Ukr ai ne hel d t hei r  f i r st  f ace-t o-f ace t al ks i n mor e t han t hr ee year

s on Fr i day i n Tur key,  agr eei ng a new pr i soner  swap deal  but  l i t t l e el se. Ukr a

i ne' s ai r  f or ce sai d Russi a had l aunched 273 dr ones by 08:00 Sunday ( 05:00 GMT)  t

ar get i ng t he cent r al  Kyi v r egi on,  and Dni pr opet r ovsk and Donet sk r egi ons i n t he

 east .

I t  sai d 88 dr ones wer e i nt er cept ed and anot her  1 28 went  ast r ay " wi t hout  negat i ve c

onsequences" . The st r i kes ki l l ed one per son i n Obukhi v di st r i ct  i n t he Kyi v 

r egi on,  and i nj ur ed at  l east  t hr ee ot her s - one of  whom was a f our -year -ol d c

hi l d - of f i ci al s r epor t ed. The pr evi ous l ar gest  dr one at t ack f r om Russi a happe



ned on t he t hi r d anni ver sar y of  t he f ul l -scal e i nvasi on on 23 Febr uar y,  when Mos

cow l aunched 267 dr ones. Russi a' s mi l i t ar y sai d i t  had i nt er cept ed 25 Ukr ai n

i an dr ones over ni ght  and on Sunday mor ni ng. Germany' s Chancel l or  Fr i edr i ch M
er z  sai d on Sunday  t hat  he and l eader s of  t he UK,  Fr ance,  and Pol and woul d have 

a vi r t ual  meet i ng wi t h Tr ump bef or e hi s conver sat i on wi t h Put i n on Monday mor

ni ng. The f our  l eader s j oi nt l y v i si t ed Ukr ai ne over  t wo weeks ago t o spear he

ad cal l s f or  a 30-day-ceasef i r e,  backed by t he so-cal l ed " coal i t i on of  t he 

wi l l i ng" . Ukr ai ne' s i nt el l i gence agency has sai d i t  bel i eves Russi a coul d be p
l anni ng t o car r y out  a " t r ai ni ng and combat "  l aunch of  an i nt er cont i nent al  bal l i
st i c mi ssi l e over ni ght ,  as an at t empt ed i nt i mi dat i on. Russi a has not  r esponded t

o t he cl ai m.

Reut er s Fi r ef i ght er s at  a si t e out si de Kyi v t hat  was hi t  on Sunday mor ni ng

26. Pop culture re-invented the Menendez brothers
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c79ed21xyyro

Pop cul t ur e r e-i nvent ed t he Menendez br ot her s - now t hei r  f at e may r est  wi t h one 

man

1 8 hour s ago Shar e Save Ana Faguy BBC News Regan Mor r i s BBC News,  Los Ange

l es Shar e Save

Get t y I mages

I t  was once unt hi nkabl e t hat  Lyl e and Er i k  Menendez,  t he men who mur der ed t

hei r  weal t hy par ent s by shoot i ng t hem 1 6 t i mes,  woul d get  t he sympat hy and f o

r gi veness of  t he masses. Thei r  cl ai ms of  sex ual  abuse at  t he hands of  t hei r  f a

t her  wer e mocked by pr osecut or s and comedi ans al i ke,  f r om l at e-ni ght  TV t o j oke

s at  t he Academy Awar ds. But  35 year s l at er  - t hanks i n par t  t o Ti kTok,  Net f l i x  



and st ar s l i ke Ki m Kar dashi an - t he Menendez br ot her s have a new gener at i on of

 suppor t ers - many  who wer e not  even bor n i n 1 989,  t he year  t he br ot her s ambu

shed t hei r  par ent s wi t h shot guns i n t hei r  Bever l y Hi l l s mansi on. At  t he t i me of  

t hei r  t r i al s,  t he br ot her s wer e por t r ayed as gr eedy,  ent i t l ed monst er s who we

nt  on a $700, 000 ( £526, 0000)  spendi ng spr ee i n t he weeks af t er  t he mur der s. No
w,  wi t h a gr owi ng under st andi ng of  t r auma and sex ual  abuse,  many ar e mor e 

sympat het i c - and t hat  mi ght  j ust  gi ve t he br ot her s a chance at  f r eedom. Thi s

 week,  a Los Angel es j udge r educed t he br ot her s'  sent ence t o i ncl ude t he possi

bi l i t y of  par ol e,  whi ch coul d be gr ant ed at  a hear i ng next  mont h. Thei r  f a

t e wi l l  t hen be i n t he hands of  Cal i f or ni a' s Par ol e Boar d and,  ul t i mat el y,  G

over nor  Gavi n Newsom,  who wi l l  be wei ghi ng t he shi f t i ng publ i c opi ni on about  t he 

di vi si ve case wi t h hi s own pol i t i cal  ambi t i ons.

Wat ch: " Redempt i on i s possi bl e"  - Fami l y and at tor ney of  Menendez br ot her s r

eact  t o r esent enci ng
How di d we get  her e?

I n 1 989,  Er i k and Lyl e Menendez bur st  i nt o t hei r  Bever l y Hi l l s l i vi ng r oom,  bot h t

ot i ng l oaded shot guns,  and opened f i r e on t hei r  par ent s,  who wer e wat chi ng t e

l evi si on. The cr i me woul d go unsol ved f or  mont hs. They got  t i cket s f or  t he 

James Bond f i l m Li cense t o Ki l l  as an al i bi  and t ol d l aw enfor cement  and memb

er s of  t he news medi a,  who wer e cover i ng t he ex ecut i on of  t he weal t hy ,  hi gh

-power ed coupl e i n t hei r  mansi on,  t hat  per haps t he maf i a was t o bl ame. Meanwhi l e,  

t hey bought  a new Por sche,  Jeep,  Rol ex  wat ches and ot her  l ux ur y i tems wi t h c

ash f r om t hei r  parent s'  est at e. They wer en' t  caught  unt i l  pol i ce got  wor d of  

thei r  admi ssi ons t o a psychol ogi st . Even at  t he ti me,  t hei r  cr i me was di vi si
ve - t he f i r st  t r i al  ended un a mi st r i al  af t er  t he j ur y coul dn' t  r each a ver di ct .

 Af t er  the second,  t hey wer e sent enced t o l i f e wi thout  par ol e. Dur i ng bot h t r i

al s,  t he br ot her s wer e char act er i sed as bad boys and spoi l ed chi l dr en who wer e 

mot i vat ed t o ki l l  t hei r  par ent s out  of  hat r ed and hopes t o acqui r e t hei r  $1 4

 mi l l i on est at e. Sat ur day Ni ght  Li ve and ot her  l at e-ni ght  shows mocked t he

 pai r ' s def ence i n cour t  – i ncl udi ng t ear f ul  t est i mony about  t hei r  al l eged sex u

al  abuse,  whi ch pr osecut or s dubbed t he " abuse ex cuse"  - and document ar y ti t l
es f r om t hat  decade i ncl uded phr ases l i ke " t he bad sons"  and " Amer i can sons,  Am

er i can mur der er s" . Appeal  af t er  appeal  was deni ed but  l ast  year ,  ever yt hi ng seemed
 t o change. New evi dence about  t he al l eged sex ual  abuse had sur f aced and Net f l

i x  r el eased a dr ama t hat  capt ur ed t he at t ent i on of  a whol e new gener at i on. Soon,  

document ar i es about  t he case i ncl uded t i t l es wi t h wor ds l i ke " mi sj udged"  and " b



oys bet r ayed" . Ti kToker s di scussed t he case wi t h t hei r  f ol l ower s. Real i t y st ar

 Ki m Kar dashi an,  a cr i mi nal  j ust i ce advocat e who has hel ped f r ee i mpr i soned peo

pl e,  penned an opi ni on pi ece publ i cl y backi ng t hei r  bi d f or  f r eedom. " Back t
hen,  t her e wer e l i mi t ed r esour ces f or  vi ct i ms of  sex ual  abuse,  part i cul ar l y f o

r  boys, "  Kar dashi an wr ot e i n t he NBC pi ece. I n t he 1 990s,  soci et y di d not  have t

he same under st andi ng we do t oday of  t r auma,  sex ual  abuse and har assment ,  Whi t ne

y Phi l l i ps,  a Uni ver si t y of  Or egon pr of essor  who st udi es t r ue cr i me,  t ol d t he B
BC. That  gap i n under st andi ng was especi al l y pr onounced f or  boys who wer e abuse

d,  she added. But  af t er  t he MeToo movement ,  t her e was mor e cul t ur al  space cr eat

ed f or  peopl e t o speak about  t hese ex per i ences,  she sai d. " Not  onl y does i t  cr ea

t e a per mi ssi on st r uct ur e, "  Pr of  Phi l l i ps sai d of  peopl e f eel i ng encour aged to 

speak out  about  har assment  and abuse,  " i n some ways i t  cr eat es an i ncent i ve st r

uct ur e t o f eat ur e st or i es about  t r auma" . Addi ng t o t hat  i s t he change i n h

ow t he publ i c vi ews cr i mi nal  j ust i ce,  wi t h mor e emphasi s on r ehabi l i t at i on and

 r educi ng pr i son popul at i ons i nst ead of  t he t ough-on-cr i me ment al i t y t hat  domi na

t ed Los Angel es at  t he end of  t he 20t h Cent ur y. " The l ock peopl e up f or ever  

at t i t ude of  t he 1 990s i s f or t unat el y  l ong gone, "  sai d Rober t  Rand,  a j our nal i st
 who met  and i nt er vi ewed the br ot her s bef or e t hey wer e ar r est ed and uncover e

d new evi dence i n 201 8 - a l et t er  Er i k had wr i t t en as a t eenager  t o a cousi n abo

ut  hi s f at her ' s sex ual  abuse. I n a document ar y Mr  Rand pr oduced about  t he ki l l
i ngs,  r el eased i n 2023,  a for mer  member  of  t he boy  band cal l ed Menudo al l eged t
hat  t he br ot her s'  f at her ,  Jose Menendez - who was an ex ecut i ve at  RCA Recor ds -

 had r aped hi m when he was 1 4 year s ol d. The accusat i on f ur t her  bol st er ed t he 

br ot her s'  cl ai ms of  abuse. The new t est i moni es hel ped gi ve new l i f e t o t he br
ot her s'  cl ai ms,  and provi ded a cat al yst  f or  what  Pr of  Phi l l i ps cal l ed a " hur r i ca

ne"  of  i nt er est  and suppor t ,  fr om t he Net f l i x  dr ama t o Kar dashi an' s op-ed. " T

he t hi ngs t hat  get  r eal l y bi g onl i ne ar e t hi ngs t hat  have l ot s of  sour ces of  e

ner gy, "  she sai d. Even Lyl e Menendez not ed t he sea change. " The f ol l ower s who

 ar e younger  t hat  ar e on t hat  sor t  of  Ti kTok soci al  medi a gener at i on,  t hey r

eal l y have t r emendous hope, "  Lyl e Menendez sai d at  a cour t  hear i ng. " I ' m not  as ho

pel ess as I  was as a 21 -year -ol d,  t hat ' s f or  sur e. Obvi ousl y,  I  f eel  mor e hope w

hen soci et y seems t o be under st andi ng t hese ex per i ences and sex  abuse bet t er ."

Get t y I mages The f at e of  t he br ot her s r est s wi t h Cal i f or ni a Gov Gavi n Newsom,  wh

o i s t hought  t o be a pot ent i al  US pr esi dent i al  cont ender

Wher e do t he Menendez br ot her s go f r om her e?

27. Michael Gaine: Man arrested on suspicion of murdering missing farmer
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cg4v1z115kxo



Man ar r est ed on suspi ci on of  mur der i ng mi ssi ng f ar mer

2 hour s ago Shar e Save Shar e Save

An Gar da Sí ochána Mi chael  Gai ne,  56,  has been mi ssi ng f or  mor e t han ei ght  weeks

A man has been ar r est ed on suspi ci on of  mur der  by I r i sh pol i ce i nvest i gat i ng t h

e di sappear ance of  f ar mer  Mi chael  Gai ne. I t  comes a day  af t er  gar daí  ( I r i sh po
l i ce)  sear chi ng a si t e near  Mr  Gai ne' s f ar m conf i r med t hey had found par t i al  hum

an r emai ns. Mr  Gai ne,  56,  has been mi ssi ng f or  mor e t han ei ght  weeks. He was i
ni t i al l y  t r eat ed as a mi ssi ng per sons case bef or e i t  was upgr aded t o a homi c

i de on 29 Apr i l . The man,  i n hi s 50s,  i s bei ng hel d i n cust ody as sear ches and te
chni cal  ex ami nat i ons at  t he si t e near  Mr  Gai ne' s f ar m cont i nue.

On Sat ur day,  gar daí  sai d DNA anal ysi s woul d be car r i ed out  on t he human rema

i ns bef or e t hey can be i dent i f i ed. Mr  Gai ne,  a sheep and cat t l e f ar mer ,  was r epor

t ed mi ssi ng f r om hi s home near  Kenmar e on Fr i day,  21  Mar ch. He was l ast  seen i

n t he Count y Ker r y t own t he pr evi ous day. He l i ved i n t he r emot e Car r i g East  ar

ea cl ose t he Mol l s Gap beaut y spot  al ong t he r enowned Ri ng of  Ker r y. Last  mont

h,  Mi chael  Gai ne' s wi f e Jani ce t ol d I ri sh br oadcast er  RTÉ t hat  he " l oved hi s

 home,  he l oved hi s far m,  he l oved ani mal s"  addi ng t hat  hi s di sappear ance wa

s " t ot al l y out  of  char act er " .

Kenmar e communi t y ' hor r i f i ed'

28. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/england

' I  was ref used ser v i ce i n a caf e because of  my f ace'



Ami t  Ghose says he st i l l  ex per i ences abuse as an adul t ,  but  he has come t o acce

pt  t he way he l ooks.

29. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/asia

How I ndi a and Paki st an shar e one of  t he wor l d' s most  danger ous bor der s

Li vi ng al ong t he LoC - t he vol at i l e I ndi a-Paki st an bor der  - means l i f e i n a f r ag
i l e l i mbo bet ween war  and peace.

30. Former Little Mix singer Jesy Nelson gives birth to twins
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c628x34pwqvo

For mer  Li t t l e Mi x  si nger  Jesy Nel son gi ves bi rt h t o t wi ns

6 hour s ago Shar e Save Euan O' Byr ne Mul l i gan BBC News Shar e Save

Jesy Nel son/ I nst agr am Jesy Nel son sai d her  and her  par t ner  Zi on Fost er  wer e ' s

o bl essed'



For mer  Li t t l e Mi x  si nger  Jesy Nel son has announced t he bi r t h of  her  t wi n daught e

r s. I n a post  on I nst agr am,  t he 33-year -ol d sai d t hat  t wo gi r l s wer e bor n p

r emat ur el y at  31  weeks on Thur sday but  sai d t hey  wer e " heal t hy and f i ght i ng 

st r ong" . Nel son sai d her  and her  par t ner  Zi on Fost er  wer e "so bl essed"  and

 had " never  f el t  mor e i n l ove" ,  shar i ng pi ct ur es of  t hem hol di ng t he gi r l s i n ho
spi t al . They have been named Ocean Jade and St or y Monr oe Nel son-Fost er .

Nel son wr ot e: " So,  our  beaut i f ul  baby gi r l s deci ded t o come at  31  weeks pl us

 f i ve days. " I t  al l  happened so qui ckl y,  but  we ar e so bl essed t hat  t hey ar e her

e wi t h us,  heal t hy and f i ght i ng st r ong. We' ve never  f el t  more i n l ove."  Nel son 

pr evi ousl y r eveal ed she had exper i enced r ar e compl i cat i ons dur i ng t he t wi n pr e

gnancy,  whi ch was f i r st  announced i n Januar y. I n Mar ch,  she sai d she had under gone

 a " successf ul "  oper at i on t o pr event  compl i cat i ons r el at ed t o t wi n-t o-t wi n t r ansf

usi on syndr ome ( TTTS) . The condi t i on i s caused by abnor mal  connect i ng bl ood v

essel s i n t he t wi ns'  pl acent a whi ch l eads t o an i mbal anced bl ood f l ow f r om one 

t wi n,  known as t he donor ,  t o t he r eci pi ent  t wi n,  l eavi ng one baby wi t h a gr eat er

 bl ood vol ume t han t he ot her .

Nel son l ef t  Li t t l e Mi x  i n 2020,  sayi ng she needed t o pr ot ect  her  ment al  heal t h

31. The best photos from Eurovision 2025
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ceqgjpl84pvo

The best  phot os f r om Eur ovi si on Song Cont est  2025

The Eur ovi si on Song Cont est  br ought  t he dr ama as 26 count r i es bat t l ed i t  out  

f or  t he t r ophy.

The ni ght  saw wacky songs,  f abul ous out fi t s and hi gh-t empo danci ng.



I t  event ual l y  came down t o t ense st and of f  dur i ng t he r esul t s bet ween Aust r i a an

d I sr ael ,  wi t h Aust r i a event ual l y t aki ng t he Eur ov i si on t r ophy.

Her e ar e t he best  photos f r om t he ni ght :

32. Video shows ship crashing into Brooklyn Bridge
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cp85lx1zxe0o

Two peopl e have been ki l l ed and at  l east  1 9 ot her s i nj ur ed af t er  a t al l  Mex i can

 Navy t r ai ni ng sai l boat  cr ashed i nt o New Yor k Ci t y' s Br ookl yn Br i dge,  t he ci t y 

mayor  has sai d.

Er i c Adams sai d t he Cuauht émoc l ost  power  bef or e t he col l i si on on Sat ur day 

eveni ng. US of f i ci al s sai d 277 peopl e wer e on boar d t he vessel ,  whi ch was on 

a goodwi l l  v i si t .

33. Brexit: UK-EU summit could 'reduce Irish Sea border impact'
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cvgnpyj2py9o

' Our  busi ness needs I r i sh Sea bor der  r eset '



1 3 hour s ago Shar e Save John Campbel l  BBC NI  economi cs and busi ness edi t or  Sh
ar e Save

BBC Laur a Gr aham-Br own sai d t hat  new sea bor der  r ul es on par cel s have made t he 

si t uat i on much wor se
A UK-EU summi t  i s l i kel y t o pave t he way f or  a deal  whi ch coul d subst ant i al l y 

r educe t he i mpact  of  t he I r i sh Sea bor der . The UK want s t o r eset  i t s post -Br e

x i t  r el at i onshi p wi t h t he Eur opean Uni on (  EU)  af t er  year s of  t ensi on. Mond

ay' s summi t  i s ex pect ed to i ncl ude an " agr eement  t o agr ee"  on t r ade i ssues,  i

ncl udi ng t he t r ade i n f ood and agr i cul t ur al  pr oduct s. I f  a f ul l  agr i -f ood dea
l  fol l ows,  pot ent i al l y l ater  t hi s year ,  t hat  wi l l  r educe t he need for  chec
ks and cont r ol s on pr oduct s bei ng sent  f r om GB t o Nor t her n I r el and.

I t  coul d mean t he end of  ' Not  f or  EU'  l abel l i ng and t he r emoval  of  most  physi ca

l  checks on goods.

One f ood busi ness i n Bel f ast  sai d t he r eset  cannot  come soon enough and t ha

t  i mmedi at e measur es ar e needed t o hel p smal l  f i r ms. BBC News NI  f i r st  spoke t
o t he owner s of  Ar cadi a Del i  i n 2020 bef or e t he sea bor der  st ar t ed t o be i mpl ement

ed. They have f aced cont i nuous st r uggl es wi t h t he pr ocesses needed t o get  pr oduct

s f r om GB. Co-owner  Laur a Gr aham-Br own sai d that  new sea bor der  r ul es on par cel

s have made t he si t uat i on much wor se i n the l ast  mont h. " Our  par t ner s i n Engl

and have deci ded t hey ar e not  suppl yi ng Nor ther n I r el and unt i l  f ur t her  not i ce 

unt i l  t hey can get  some cl ar i f i cat i on on how t o make i t  easi er , "  she sai d. "

That  i s our  bi ggest  di st r i but or  so i t  i s st ar t i ng t o t el l  on our  count er  as i t  b

ecomes i ncr easi ngl y empt y."

She sai d she woul d wel come any deal  t hat  i mpr oves t he si t uat i on but  sai d somet hi n

g needs t o change soon. " Al l  we want  t o do i s sel l  cheese and ol i ves. I n or d

er  t o keep st ock i ng our  shel ves we need somet hi ng t o happen f ai r l y qui ckl y, "

 she sai d. Ther e ar e no guar ant ees about  t he scope of  t he agr eement  bei ng negot i

at ed and,  on i t s own,  i t  woul d not  el i mi nat e t he sea bor der . St uar t  Ander son

 f r om NI  Chamber  of  Commer ce sai d busi nesses woul d t ake t i me t o anal yse t he

 det ai l  of  any deal . " NI  Chamber  has been cal l i ng on t he UK gover nment  t o r eac

h an agr eement  that  i s ambi t i ous enough t o subst ant i al l y r educe bur eaucr acy f or

 al l  oper at or s i n our  agr i f ood suppl y chai n, "  he sai d.



Get t y I mages The summi t  i s ex pect ed t o i ncl ude an " agr eement  t o agr ee"  on t r ade
 i ssues,  i ncl udi ng t he t r ade i n f ood

I t  comes as a pol l  f r om Queen' s Uni ver si t y Bel f ast  suggest s dwi ndl i ng uni on

i st  suppor t  f or  Nor t her n I r el and' s cur r ent  Br ex i t  deal ,  t he Wi ndsor  Fr amewo

r k. Prof essor  Davi d Phi nnemor e sai d t her e was an " evi dent  dr op"  i n t he al r ead
y l i mi t ed uni oni st  suppor t  t hat  ex i st s f or  t he Wi ndsor  Fr amewor k par t i cul ar l y 

among t hose i dent i f yi ng as " sl i ght l y uni oni st " . Suppor t  among t hat  gr oup has f al
l en f r om 51 % t o 26% over  t he l ast  year . Pr of  Phi nni mor e sai d: " I f  that  t r end 

i s t o be r ever sed,  a cl oser  UK-EU r el at i onshi p needs t o del i ver  on r educi ng o
bst acl es t o t he GB-NI  movement  of  goods."

What  has t he UK gover nment  sai d?

The Labour  gover nment  made a mani f est o commi t ment  t o seek a new agr i -f ood agr eemen

t  wi t h t he EU whi ch,  i t  sai d,  woul d ai m t o " el i mi nat e most  bor der  checks cr eat ed 

by t he Tor y  Br ex i t  deal " . The deal  woul d appl y t o t he UK as a whol e but  woul d

 have t he bi ggest  i mpact  i n Nor t her n I r el and. That  i s because NI  i s st i l l  ef

f ect i vel y i nsi de t he EU' s si ngl e mar ket  f or  goods but  i t s super mar ket s ar e mai n

l y suppl i ed fr om the UK. The Cent r e for  Eur opean Ref or m ( CER) ,  a t hi nk t ank,

 sai d t hat  an agr i -f ood deal  woul d not  be of  " gr eat  macr oeconomi c si gni f i cance"

 f or  the UK as a whol e but  t hat  NI  woul d be a " maj or  benef i ci ar y" . I t  added:

 " The cl oser  UK r egul at i ons come t o t hose of  t he EU,  t he l ess i s t he need f or  bor

der  cont r ol s on goods cr ossi ng t he I r i sh Sea f r om Gr eat  Br i t ai n t o Nor t her n

 I r el and."

Reut er s For  many uni oni st s the I r i sh Sea bor er  i s a const i t ut i onal  af f r ont  whi

ch under mi nes NI ' s pl ace i n t he UK

What  i s t he I r i sh Sea bor der ?

The I r i sh Sea bor der  cont i nues t o have an i mpact  on Nor t her n I r el and' s pol i t

i cs and i t s economy. I t  came about  as t he r esul t  of  a Br ex i t  deal  bet ween t he
 EU and UK i n 201 9,  whi ch was r ev i sed i n 2023,  and i s now known as t he Wi ndso

r  Fr amewor k. I t  was agr eed t hat  t he most  pr act i cal  way t o keep t he bor der  op
en bet ween NI  and t he Republ i c of  I r el and was f or  NI  t o f ol l ow many EU l a

ws on t he r egul at i on of  goods. Thi s means t hat  goods comi ng f r om t he r est

 of  t he UK i nt o NI  f ace checks and cont r ol s t o ensur e t hey meet  EU r ul es. For  ma

ny nat i onal i st s i n NI ,  t hi s i s a necessar y compr omi se t o mi ni mi se t he i mpact  of  B



r ex i t  on t he i sl and of  I r el and. For  many uni oni st s i t  i s a const i t ut i onal  af

f r ont  whi ch under mi nes NI ' s pl ace i n t he UK. The l ar gest  uni oni st  par t y,  t he De

mocr at i c Uni oni st  Par t y ( DUP) ,  pr event ed NI ' s power -shar i ng gover nment  f r om o

per at i ng bet ween 2022 and 2024 i n pr ot est .

How coul d an agr i -f ood deal  change t hi ngs?

Agr i -f ood deal s f r om t he EU f al l  i nt o t wo br oad cat egor i es: New Zeal and-st yl e 

or  Swi ss-st yl e. The EU' s deal  wi t h New Zeal and means t hat  each par t y r ecogni se

s t hat  t he ot her  has hi gh f ood st andar ds and so t he f r equency of  checks on pr

oduct s and paper wor k i s r educed. However ,  New Zeal and st i l l  set s i t s own st an

dar ds and a pr opor t i on of  goods ar e st i l l  checked as t hey ent er  t he EU. By c

ont r ast  t her e ar e no r egul at or y bor der  cont r ol s f or  t r ade i n agr i -f ood pr oduc

t s bet ween Swi t zer l and and t he EU. But  t he Swi ss onl y have t hi s deal  because 

t hey agr eed t o f ol l ow EU r ul es al most  t o t he l et t er ,  wi t hout  much say i n se

t t i ng t hose r ul es. Swi t zer l and i s obl i ged t o modi f y  i t s l aws i n r esponse t o c

hanges i n EU l egi sl at i on,  what  i s known as dynami c al i gnment ,  and accept  over s

i ght  f r om t he European Cour t  of  Justi ce. A Swi ss-st yl e deal  woul d mean cont ro
l s on GB f ood pr oduct s ent er i ng NI  coul d be ef f ect i vel y ended. The EU has pr e

vi ousl y sai d t hi s deal  woul d be on of f er  t o t he UK but  the gover nment  had r et ai ne

d an ambi val ent  st ance on whet her  i t  woul d accept  t hi s. However  i n r ecent  weeks

 mi ni st er s have been car ef ul  not  t o r ul e i t  out . Such a deal  wi l l  f ace opposi t i on

 f r om Br ex i t  suppor t er s who say i t  woul d i nvol ve sur r ender i ng power s whi ch wer e 

r et ur ned t o t he UK af t er  i t  l eft  t he EU.

What  bor der  pr ocesses woul d r emai n?

34. Saunas, espresso and null points: A look back at Eurovision 2025
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/cd0ln1m54vzo



Aust r i an si nger  JJ won t he Eur ovi si on Song Cont est  i n Basel ,  Swi t zer l and,  wi t h I

sr ael  t aki ng second pl ace.

I n a t ypi cal l y col ourf ul  cont est ,  Sweden sung about  saunas,  whi l e Est oni a shar

ed a l ove of  cof f ee.

The UK' s ent r y fr om Remember  Monday f ai l ed t o pi ck up any vot es f r om vi ewer s des

pi t e f ai r i ng pr ett y wel l  wi t h t he j udges.

35. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/in_pictures

We set  t he t heme,  you t ake t he pi ct ur es

Each week,  we ask you to send i n your  pi ct ur es on a set  t heme and a sel ect i o

n of  t hese ar e t hen publ i shed each Thur sday on our  I n pi ct ur es page

36. Kenya's Martha Karua 'deported' from Tanzania ahead of Tundu Lissu court case
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/czdynd8l4pqo

Kenya' s ex -j ust i ce mi ni st er  ' depor t ed'  f r om Tanzani a



Mar t ha Kar ua was i nt er r ogat ed f or  sever al  hours by Tanzani an aut hor i t i es,  her  

par t y says

Kar ua i s a r espect ed human r i ght s advocat e,  and a vocal  cr i t i c of  what  she cal l s 

" democr at i c backsl i di ng"  i n East  Af r i ca.

Li ssu,  who i s t he l eader  of  Tanzani a' s mai n opposi t i on Chadema par t y,  i s due t o

 appear  i n cour t  on Monday af t er  bei ng char ged wi t h t r eason l ast  mont h.

Two col l eagues accompanyi ng her  wer e al so r epor t edl y det ai ned and depor t ed af t er

 f l yi ng i n f r om nei ghbour i ng Kenya. Tanzani an aut hor i t i es have not  yet  comment ed

.

Leadi ng Kenyan l awyer  and t he count r y' s f or mer  Just i ce Mi ni st er  Mar t ha Kar ua says

 she has been depor t ed f r om Tanz ani a t o pr event  her  f r om at t endi ng t he cour t  

case of  opposi t i on l eader  Tundu Li ssu.

She has al so been r epr esent i ng Ugandan opposi t i on pol i t i ci an Ki zza Besi gye,  who

 was ki dnapped i n Kenya l ast  year  and t aken back t o hi s home count r y t o f ace t r eas

on char ges.

Li ke Li ssu,  he deni es t he char ges,  ar gui ng t hat  t hey ar e pol i t i cal l y mot i va

t ed.

Kar ua ser ved as Kenya' s j ust i ce mi ni st er  f r om 2005 t o 2009,  and was t he r unn

i ng-mat e of  f or mer  Pr i me Mi ni st er  Rai l a Odi gna i n hi s f ai l ed pr esi dent i al  bi d i n

 el ect i ons i n 2022.

She l aunched her  own opposi t i on par t y,  t he Peopl e' s Li ber at i on Par t y ( PLP) ,  ear

l i er  t hi s year .

The PLP sai d t hat  she - al ong wi t h f el l ow Kenyan l awyer  Gl or i a Ki mani  and human r

i ght s campai gner  Lynn Ngugi  - wer e subj ect ed t o " hour s of  unwar r ant ed i nt er r oga
t i on" ,  bef or e bei ng depor t ed.

Condemni ng t he i nci dent ,  Chadema gener al  secr et ar y John Mnyi ka sai d: " The s

ol ut i on t o hi di ng t he shame of  a f al se t r eason case i s not  t o det ai n f or ei gn 

l awyer s,  but  t o dr op t he case al t oget her ."



The Tanzani a Human Ri ght s Def ender s Coal i t i on sai d i t  was shocked by  t he what  

i t  cal l ed t he " ar bi t r ar y ar r est s" ,  as Kar ua had been al l owed i nt o Tanzani a t o o

bser ve pr oceedi ngs when Li ssu appear ed i n cour t  on 1 5 Apr i l .

Human r i ght s gr oups have been i ncr easi ngl y concerned about  a cr ackdown on t

he opposi t i on i n Tanzani a ahead of  pr esi dent i al  and par l i ament ar y el ect i ons due

 i n Oct ober .

Li ssu cannot  seek bai l  because he has been char ged wi t h t r eason,  a cr i me f or  wh

i ch t he max i mum sent ence i s deat h.

He sur vi ved an assassi nat i on at t empt  i n 201 7 af t er  bei ng shot  1 6 t i mes.

The opposi t i on l eader  was ar r est ed i n Apr i l  af t er  he hel d a r al l y under  under  

t he sl ogan " No Ref or ms,  No El ect i on" .

He i s demandi ng sweepi ng changes,  sayi ng Tanzani a' s cur r ent  l aws do not  al l ow 

f or  f r ee and f ai r  el ect i ons. The gover nment  deni es t he al l egat i on.

Si nce hi s arr est ,  hi s Chadema par t y has been bar r ed f r om cont est i ng t he Oct ober  

pol l  af t er  i t  r ef used t o t o compl y wi th t he el ect or al  commi ssi on' s r equi r ement  t

o si gn a code of  conduct .

The document  r equi r es par t i es and t hei r  suppor t er s t o " behave wel l " ,  and t o " ma

i nt ai n peace and har mony"  dur i ng t he el ect i ons.

Chadema sees t he code of  conduct  as a pl oy t o cont ai n t he opposi t i on,  and f or  st a

t e r epr essi on t o cont i nue.

The CCM par t y,  whi ch has gover ned Tanzani a si nce 1 977,  i s ex pect ed t o ret ai n pow
er  f ol l owi ng t he l at est  devel opment s.

Pr esi dent  Sami a Sul uhu Hassan i s ex pect ed t o be i t s pr esi dent i al  candi date.

She was wi del y pr ai sed f or  gi vi ng Tanzani ans gr eat er  pol i t i cal  f r eedom when 

she t ook of f i ce i n 2021  f ol l owi ng t he deat h of  t he i ncumbent ,  John Maguf ul i .

Her  cr i t i cs say Tanzani a i s once agai n seei ng t he r epr essi on t hat  char act er i sed 



Maguf ul i ' s r ul e. The gover nment  deni es t he al l egat i on.

Addi t i onal  r epor t i ng by Humphr ey Mgonj a i n Nai r obi

37. How Diddy's lawyers used freak-off texts against Cassie
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/c2d54g6rkkyo

Af t er  a t ense f i r st  week,  Sean " Di ddy"  Combs l awyer s f i ni shed t hei r  cr oss-ex ami n

at i on on t he pr osecut i on' s st ar  wi t ness,  hi s f or mer  gi r l f r i end Cassi e Vent ur a.

Combs f aces char ges of  racket eer i ng,  sex  t r af f i cki ng and t r anspor t at i on t o

 engage i n pr ost i t ut i on. The r apper  has deni ed al l  of  t hem.

The BBC' s Nada Tawf i k ex pl ai ns what  happened when l awyer s br ought  up ol d t ex t  m
essages ex changed bet ween Combs and Ventur a.

38. In depth and expert analysis from BBC News
https://www.bbc.com/news/bbcindepth

The di vi des behi nd t he scenes i n t he Vat i can ahead of  the concl ave



Pope Fr anci s' s ef f or t s t o shake up t he wor ki ngs of  t he Chur ch shoul d be bui l t

 on by t he nex t  pope,  accor di ng t o some - but  hi s cr i t i cs ar e l ess convi nced

39. Minister 'pushing' for deal over UK use of EU passport e-gates
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cgeg1302d19o

Mi ni st er  ' pushi ng'  f or  deal  over  use of  EU passpor t  e-gat es

6 hour s ago Shar e Save Jenni f er  McKi er nan • @_JennyMcKi er nan Pol i t i cal  r epo

r t er ,  BBC News Shar e Save

BBC

The gover nment  i s pushi ng f or  a deal  t hat  woul d al l ow UK passpor t  hol der s t

o use EU ai r por t  e-gat es,  a mi ni st er  has conf i r med. Ni ck Thomas-Symonds,  who s

ai d negot i at i ons wer e i n t he " ver y f i nal  hour s"  ahead of  a UK-EU summi t  i n L

ondon,  descr i bed st oppi ng peopl e bei ng st uck i n bor der  queues as a " ver y sen
si bl e obj ect i ve" . Asked whet her  t he UK woul d have t o f ol l ow mor e EU r ul es i n s

ome ar eas as par t  of  any deal s,  t he Eur opean r el at i ons mi ni st er  t ol d t he BBC'

s Sunday  wi t h Laur a Kuenssberg "i t  wi l l  mean t aki ng a sover ei gn choi ce as t o..

. t he common st andar ds we wi sh t o al i gn" . Conser vat i ve MP Al ex  Bur ghar t  cl ai med

 t he gover nment ' s pr oposed deal  wi t h t he EU coul d mean t he UK becomi ng a " r ul

e t aker " .

The UK and EU wi l l  hol d thei r  f i r st  bi l at er al  summi t  si nce Br ex i t  on Monday,  d

escr i bed by Pr i me Mi ni st er  Si r  Kei r  St ar mer  as a " r eal l y si gni f i cant  moment " .

 Si r  Kei r  i s ex pect ed t o announce a deal  when he meet s Eur opean Commi ssi on 

Pr esi dent  Ur sul a von der  Leyen and Eur opean Counci l  Pr esi dent  Ant oni o Cost a. A

nnouncement s ar ound t r ade and secur i t y have been expect ed t o i ncl ude Br i t i sh 

access t o a 1 50 bi l l i on eur o ( £1 25 bi l l i on)  EU def ence f und,  i n what  coul d be a



 boost  f or  UK def ence compani es. But  r epor t s suggest  t her e coul d al so be agr ee

ment s on al l owi ng Br i t i sh t r avel l er s t o use e-gat es at  Eur opean ai r por t s,  cut

t i ng r ed t ape on f ood ex por t s and i mpor t s,  and set t i ng up a yout h mobi l i t y scheme

 wi t h t he EU. Thomas-Symonds,  who i s l eadi ng t he negot i at i ons,  sai d he was dr i v

en by " r ut hl ess pr agmat i sm"  and f ocused on j obs,  l ower  househol d bi l l s an
d st r onger  bor der s. The mi ni st er  al so sai d t he gover nment  woul d assess whet her  t o

 cont r i but e money t o EU pr oj ect s on a case-by-case basi s,  say i ng i t  woul d 

" consi der  each one on i t s mer i t s" . Asked whet her  he was conf i dent  Br i t i sh t r avel

l er s woul d be abl e t o use EU e-gat es at  Eur opean ai r por t s,  Thomas-Symonds sai d:

 " I ' m cer t ai nl y pushi ng f or  peopl e t o be abl e t o go t hr ough f ar  mor e qui ckl y. " I

 t hi nk we can al l  agr ee t hat  not  bei ng st uck i n queues and havi ng mor e t i me t o spe

nd,  whet her  i t ' s on hol i day or  wor k t r i ps,  havi ng mor e t i me t o do what  you want  

... woul d be a ver y sensi bl e obj ect i ve."  The mi ni st er  sai d he was conf i dent  abo

ut  a deal  on f ood,  but  added " not hi ng i s agr eed unt i l  ever yt hi ng i s agr eed" . He 

added: " We know we' ve had l or r i es wai t i ng f or  1 6 hour s,  f r esh f ood i n t he back 

not  abl e t o be expor t ed because f r ankl y i t ' s j ust  goi ng of f ,  r ed t ape,  al l  t he

 cer t i f i cat i ons t hat  ar e r equi r ed,  we absol ut el y want  t o r educe t hat ."

Bur ghar t  t ol d t he pr ogr amme hi s mai n concer n was t he gover nment  si gni ng up t o EU 

st andar ds and becomi ng " a r ul e t aker  - one of  t he t hi ngs we speci f i cal l y

 l eft  behi nd when we l ef t  t he EU" . He sai d t he gover nment  had not  r ul ed out

 " dynami c al i gnment " ,  whi ch woul d see t he UK and EU mai nt ai n equi val ent  r egul at

or y st andar ds on f ood and t r ade,  despi t e the UK not  bei ng " i n t he r oom"  when
 f ut ur e deci si ons ar e t aken. He added: " As t he government  hasn' t  r ul ed t hat  out  

we have t o assume i t ' s ver y f i r ml y on t he t abl e and i s about  t o happen. " And i f  

i t  i s about  t o happen,  t hen t hat  i s a sur r ender  of  some of  Br i t ai n' s sover ei gnt y a

nd we won' t  st and f or  i t " . On a deal  ar ound whether  young peopl e f r om t he EU c

an come t o l i ve and wor k i n t he UK and vi ce ver sa,  Thomas-Symonds i nsi st ed he was

 negot i at i ng ar ound " a smar t  and contr ol l ed scheme" ,  addi ng " nobody i s r emot el y su

ggest i ng t hat ' s f r eedom of  movement . That ' s a r ed l i ne f or  us" . The mi ni st er  

di d not  r espond di r ect l y t o quest i oni ng on whet her  t her e woul d be a cap on number

s or  t i me-l i mi t ed vi sas,  such as i n ex i st i ng schemes wi t h Aust r al i a and Canada,  

but  di d st r ess " t hat  cont r ol  el ement  i s hugel y i mpor t ant " . He al so deni ed t her e w

er e pl ans t o ex empt  student  number s f r om over al l  mi gr at i on f i gur es and added 

" anyt hi ng agr eed - and I  st r ess t hi s i s i n sensi t i ve f i nal  hour s - wi l l  be con

si st ent  wi t h r educi ng t he l evel  of  net  mi gr at i on as we' ve pr omi sed" .

Appear i ng on t he same pr ogr amme,  Li ber al  Democr at  MP Cal um Mi l l er  sai d he was " t

r oubl ed by t he sense t he gover nment  i sn' t  sei zi ng t hi s moment ,  i n t he cont ex t  of



 a changed envi r onment ,  t o r eal l y go f ur t her "  on EU r el at i ons. The par t y' s sp

okesper son f or  f or ei gn af f ai r s sai d " set t i ng our sel ves on an ambi t i ous pat h t ow

ar ds a cust oms uni on i s t he best  way  t o gi ve some cer t ai nt y t o Br i t i sh busi ness

es" . Mi l l er  al so cl ai med r emovi ng r ed t ape bet ween t he UK and EU coul d be wor

t h £25bn,  and a cust oms uni on coul d i ncr ease t he r evenue f ur t her . Ref or m UK l ea

der  Ni gel  Far age cl ai med an EU deal  that  i ncl uded a yout h mobi l i t y scheme and

 ex t endi ng f i shi ng r i ght s f or  t he EU i n Br i t i sh wat er s woul d mean t hat  " t o a l a

r ge ex t ent ,  St ar mer  wi l l  be bet r ay i ng Br ex i t "  and he woul d " get  r i d of  i t "  i

f  he was pr i me mi ni st er . Speaki ng t o BBC Radi o 4' s Br oadcast i ng House,  Far age sa

i d a yout h mobi l i t y scheme woul d be " f r ee movement  of  peopl e t o t he under  30s

"  and " we know t hat ' l l  be a one-way st r eet  - way mor e peopl e wi l l  come her e t h

an wi l l  go i n t he ot her  di r ect i on" . Far age suggest ed a deal  on def ence woul d me

an " we' r e goi ng t o see by t he l ooks of  i t  Br i t i sh sol di er s under  an EU f l ag"  bef o

r e addi ng " EU cooper at i on absol ut el y,  under  an EU f l ag,  no" .

40. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk

How assi st ed dyi ng l aws acr oss t he UK coul d change

Separ at e bi l l s whi ch woul d l et  t er mi nal l y i l l  peopl e end t hei r  l i f e ar e bei ng 

consi der ed at  West mi nst er  and i n Scot l and.

41. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/war-in-ukraine



Tr ump: Not hi ng' s goi ng t o happen unt i l  Put i n and I  get  t oget her
The BBC asked Pr esi dent  Tr ump whet her  he was di sappoi nt ed by t he l evel  of  t he del

egat i on t hat  Russi a sent  t o Tur key.

42. Israeli forces besiege Gaza hospital as Hamas offers truce terms
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy90d929yyno

I sr ael i  f or ces besi ege Gaza hospi t al  as Hamas of f ers t r uce t er ms

Thi s week has al so seen t he deadl i est  wave of  ai r  st r i kes on Gaza i n mont hs.

I sr ael ' s mi l i t ar y sai d i t  had l aunched " ex t ensi ve gr ound oper at i ons"  over  t he p

ast  day as par t  of  a new of f ensi ve ai med at  dest r oyi ng Hamas whi ch i t  has cal l ed
 " Oper at i on Gi deon' s Char i ot s" .

Medi cal  st af f  and pat i ent s at  t he I ndonesi an Hospi t al ,  i n Bei t  Lahi a,  came under  "

heavy f i r e... pr event i ng t he ar r i val  of  pat i ent s,  medi cal  st af f ,  and suppl i e

s" ,  t he mi ni st r y sai d on Sunday.

I sr ael i  f or ces have besi eged a hospi t al  i n nor t her n Gaza as t hey cont i nue an of f

ensi ve t o sei ze t er r i t or y i n t he St r i p,  t he Hamas-r un heal t h mi ni st r y has sai d.

The I sr ael  Def ense For ces ( I DF)  sai d i t  t r oops wer e f i ght i ng " t er r or i st  i nf r ast r

uct ur e si t es"  i n nor t her n Gaza,  i ncl udi ng t he ar ea near  t o t he I ndonesi an hospi
t al .

The heal t h mi ni st r y sai d t hr ee publ i c hospi t al s wer e now " out  of  acti on"  i n t

he Nor t h Gaza gover nor at e. At  l east  67 peopl e have di ed and 361  have been i nj ur e



d i n t he l ast  24 hour s,  i t  sai d.

Speaki ng t o t he BBC on Sunday,  Mohammed Sal ha,  di r ect or  of  t he al -Awda pr i vat e hosp

i t al  i n nor t her n Gaza,  sai d t he cl osur e of  t he I ndonesi an Hospi t al  woul d hav

e an i mpact  on t he car e he was abl e t o pr ovi de.

He sai d al -Awda depended on t he I ndonesi an Hospi t al  f or  st or es of  ox ygen and f or  

i t s i nt ensi ve car e uni t .

Mr  Sal ha added t hat  t her e had been a bombi ng near  hi s hospi t al  over ni ght  causi ng " a

 l ot  of  damage"  t o t he f aci l i t y t hat  st af f  wer e at t empt i ng t o qui ckl y r epai r .

On Tuesday,  I sr ael i  st r i kes had hi t  t wo of  t he l ar gest  hospi t al s i n Khan Youni

s,  t he Nasser  Medi cal  Compl ex  and Eur opean Hospi tal .

The I sr ael i  mi l i t ar y accused Hamas of  hi di ng a command and cont rol  cent r e ben

eat h Eur opean Hospi t al ,  and sai d i t  conduct ed a " pr eci se st r i ke"  on " Hamas te
r r or i st s" .

I sr ael i  medi a r epor t ed t he t ar get  of  t he st r i ke was seni or  Hamas f i gur e Moha

mmed Si nwar  - t he younger  br ot her  of  t he f or mer  Hamas l eader  i n Gaza,  Yahya Si

nwar .

I sr ael i  st r i kes on Sat ur day hi t  t he sout her n ci t y of  Khan Youni s agai n,  as wel

l  as t owns i n t he nor t h of  Gaza,  i ncl udi ng Bei t  Lahi a and t he Jabal i a r ef ugee cam
p,  t he heal t h mi ni st r y and r escuer s f r om t he ci vi l  def ence f or ces sai d.

Thousands of  peopl e have been ki l l ed si nce I sr ael  r esumed i t s st r i kes on 1 8 Mar ch
,  f ol l owi ng t he col l apse of  a f r agi l e ceasef i r e whi ch l ast ed t wo mont hs.

I sr ael ' s mi l i t ar y has sai d t he ex pansi on of  i t s campai gn i s ai med at  " achi evi ng a

l l  t he war ' s obj ect i ves"  i ncl udi ng r el easi ng host ages and " t he def eat  of  Hama

s" .

Ai d agenci es have war ned about  t he r i sk of  f ami ne among Gaz a' s 2.1  mi l l i on pop

ul at i on,  as f oot age and accounts emer ge of  emaci at ed chi l dr en suf f er i ng mal nu

t r i t i on. I sr ael  has been bl ock i ng suppl i es of  f ood and ot her  ai d f r om ent e

r i ng t he t er r i t or y f or  1 0 weeks.



New i ndi r ect  t al ks ai med at  secur i ng a ceasef i r e wer e hel d on Sat ur day i n Qat ar ,  

j ust  hour s af t er  I sr ael  l aunched i t s maj or  new of f ensi ve.

Hamas of f er ed t o r el ease ni ne host ages i n ex change f or  a 60-day t r uce,  a Pal est

i ni an of f i ci al  t ol d t he BBC.

The of f i ci al  sai d t he new pr oposed deal  woul d al so al l ow t he ent r y of  400 ai d 

t r ucks a day,  and t he evacuat i on of  medi cal  pat i ent s f r om Gaz a. I sr ael ,  i n t ur n,

 has demanded pr oof  of  l i f e and det ai l ed i nf or mat i on about  al l  remai ni ng hos

t ages.

I sr ael  sai d pr i or  t o t he t al ks t hat  i t  woul d not  wi t hdr aw t r oops f r om Gaza o
r  commi t  t o an end t o t he war .

Pr i me Mi ni st er  Benj ami n Net anyahu ear l i er  t hi s mont h pr omi sed a maj or  mi l i t ar y

 escal at i on i n t he war  t o occupy and cont r ol  swat hes of  Gaza,  f or ce t he Pal

est i ni an popul at i on t o t he sout h of  t he t er r i t or y,  and " dest r oy"  Hamas.

The war  was t r i gger ed by  t he Hamas-l ed at t acks on sout her n I sr ael  on 7 Oct ob

er  2023,  whi ch saw about  1 , 200 peopl e ki l l ed and mor e t han 250 t aken host age.

Some 58 host ages r emai n i n Gaza,  up t o 23 of  whom ar e bel i eved t o be al i ve.

Mor e t han 53, 000 Pal est i ni ans have been ki l l ed dur i ng I sr ael ' s mi l i t ar y camp

ai gn i n Gaza.

43. US & Canada
https://www.bbc.com/news/us-canada

' To Easy LoL'  - New Or l eans j ai l  br eak may have been i nsi de j ob



The i nmat es r i pped a t oi l et  f r om t he wal l  and escaped t hr ough a hol e bef or e r un
ni ng acr oss a hi ghway.

44. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/scotland

Sur geon i nqui r y spends £1 m bef or e hear i ng evi dence

The i nqui r y i nt o di sgr aced Taysi de br ai n sur geon Sam El j amel  was l aunched l a

st  mont h and has r acked up £1 .05m i n cost s so f ar .

45. FBI identifies suspect in fatal Palm Springs fertility clinic blast
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c787j90wp6po

FBI  says suspect  i n Cal i f or ni a bl ast  t ar get ed f er t i l i t y cl i ni c

6 mi nut es ago Shar e Save Nadi ne Yousi f  BBC News Shar e Save

AFP vi a Get t y I mages



Aut hor i t i es have i dent i f i ed t he suspect  i n a deadl y car  bl ast  t hat  t ar get ed a f e

r t i l i t y cl i ni c i n Pal m Spr i ngs,  Cal i f or ni a as Guy  Edwar d Bar t kus,  a 25-year
-ol d man t hey sai d " had ni hi l i st i c i deat i ons" . The FBI  sai d t hey bel i eve he i

s t he sol e f at al i t y i n the i nci dent . They sai d on Sunday t hat  he det onat ed ex pl

osi ves outsi de t he cl i ni c and t r i ed t o l i vest r eam t he at t ack,  but  i nvest i g

at or s ar e st i l l  pi eci ng t oget her  hi s movement s bef or e t he ex pl osi on. The bl ast

 happened j ust  bef or e 1 1 :00 l ocal  t i me ( 1 9:00 BST)  on Sat ur day,  l ess t han a mi l e 

f r om downt own Pal m Spr i ngs,  near  sever al  busi nesses i ncl udi ng t he Amer i can Rep
r oduct i ve Cent er s (ARC) . The cl i ni c sai d no-one f rom t he f aci l i t y was har med.

The FBI  had cal l ed t he at t ack an " i nt ent i onal  act  of  ter r or i sm" . They bel i eve
 t he suspect  del i ber at el y t ar get ed t he i n vi t r o f er t i l i sat i on ( I VF)  f aci l i t y. Th

ey added t hey ar e r evi ewi ng a mani f est o t hey bel i eve i s l i nked t o Bar t kus. Po

l i ce sai d Bar t kus i s a r esi dent  of  Twent yni ne Pal ms,  home t o a l ar ge mar i ne base 

about  an hour  away  f r om Pal m Spr i ngs. The FBI  has ex ecut ed a sear ch war r ant  o

n hi s r esi dence i n Twent yni ne Pal ms,  t hey sai d. Near by r esi dent s had been evacu
at ed. Pol i ce st r essed t hat  t her e i s no on-goi ng t hr eat  t o t he publ i c,  bot h 

at  t he si t e of  t he bl ast  and near  t he suspect ' s home. The bl ast  was a r esul t  of

 a l ar ge vehi cl e-bor ne i mpr ovi sed ex pl osi ve devi ce,  l aw enf or cement  sour ces t ol
d BBC' s US par t ner  CBS News. Aki l  Davi s,  t he FBI ' s assi st ant  di r ector  i n t he L

os Angel es f i el d of f i ce,  sai d t he suspect  used a 201 0 si l ver  For d Fusi on sedan i

n t he at t ack. Mr  Davi s sai d t he FBI  i s st i l l  l ooki ng f or  t he publ i c' s hel p t

o pi ece t oget her  t he suspect ' s wher eabout s bef or e t he bl ast ,  and wi l l  r emai

n on scene f or  t he nex t  day or  t wo t o cont i nue t hei r  i nvest i gat i on.

FBI  The FBI  i dent i f i ed t he suspect  i n t he Pal m Spr i ngs bl ast  as 25-year -ol d Guy 

Edwar d Bar t kus

46. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/wales/wales_politics



Conser vat i ves pl edge t o dr i ve down Wel sh NHS wai t s

They wi l l  pr omi se t o r educe wai t s f or  t r eat ment  t o no mor e t han a year  i f  t hey w

i n power  nex t  May.

47. Latest News & Updates
https://www.bbc.com/news/world/latin_america

Copyr i ght  2025 BBC. Al l  r i ght s r eser ved. The BBC i s not  r esponsi bl e f or  t he con

t ent  of  ex t er nal  si t es. Read about  our  appr oach t o ex t er nal  l i nki ng.

48. UK and EU haggle over key points before first summit since Brexit
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/ckg4r54kd8do

Def ence deal s and pal ace i nvi t es: UK and EU haggl e bef or e f i r st  summi t  si nce 

Br ex i t
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" Don' t  ex pect  mi r acl es. But  do know - ever yone want s t hi s t o wor k."  On Monday 

i n London t he EU and UK hol d t hei r  f i r st  bi l at er al  summi t  si nce Br ex i t . Symbo

l i cal l y,  t hi s i s a bi g moment . Of f i ci al s and anal yst s I  speak t o,  on and of f  t h

e r ecor d,  l i ke t he i ndi vi dual  I  j ust  quot ed,  ar e qui ck t o poi nt  out  di f f i cul

t i es t hat  ex i st  bet ween the t wo si des. But  al l  acknowl edge t he bi l at er al  bi t t

er ness pr ovoked by Br ex i t  i s no mor e. I t ' s been evi scer at ed by t he gr avi t y of  gl ob

al  event s. Concerns about  Russi a and Chi na,  t he war  i n Ukr ai ne,  t he shock of  

t he US under  Donal d Tr ump no l onger  pr i or i t i si ng Eur opean def ence,  pl us a gr ow

i ng sense of  vot er  i nsecur i t y i s pr opel l i ng t he t wo power s to wor k cl oser  t og

et her .

" Fai l ur e t o do so,  i n t he cur r ent  i nt er nat i onal  cont ex t ,  woul d not  be a good l o

ok, "  says Anand Menon,  di r ect or  of  t he t hi nk t ank UK i n a Changi ng Eur ope. Most  E

ur opean count r i es r eal i se t hat ,  he adds: " Even t he Fr ench."  Mor e t han most  EU cou

nt r i es,  Fr ance has been pl ayi ng har dbal l  i n pr e-summi t  negot i at i ons. I s i t  a c

oi nci dence t hat  as t al ks went  t o t he wi r e bef or e Monday' s summi t ,  t he UK an

nounced t hat  Fr ance' s pr esi dent  has been i nv i t ed f or  hi s f i r st  st at e vi si t ? Ki ng

 Char l es and Queen Cami l l a wi l l  host  Emmanuel  Macr on and hi s wi f e at  Wi ndsor  Cast

l e i n Jul y. A UK at t empt  t o but t er  up t he Fr ench l eader ,  per haps? " I t ' l l  be

 i nt er est i ng t o see i f  t hey can agr ee common l anguage [ f or  a summi t  agr eement ] , "  s

ays Geor gi na Wr i ght ,  Eur opean pol i cy ex per t  at  t he I nst i t ut  Mont ai gne. " Ever yon

e i n t he EU want s cl oser  r el at i ons wi t h t he UK r i ght  now and Fr ance doesn' t  wan

t  t o be seen as t he one count r y bl ocki ng cl oser  UK-EU cooper at i on. But  t hat  doe

s not  mean t hat  Par i s i s wi l l i ng t o gi ve up on cor e i nt er est s."  I nt er est s l i k
e f i shi ng r i ght s i n UK wat er s and bi ddi ng f or  EU def ence cont r act s.

The Tel egr aph/ PA Fr ench Pr esi dent  Emmanuel  Macr on and hi s wi f e Br i gi t t e have

 been i nv i t ed t o t he UK f or  a st at e v i si t

Negot i at i ng - or  t o be mor e accur at e - haggl i ng over  t he " meat "  of  t he summi t

 wi l l ,  I ' m t ol d,  cont i nue t i l l  t he l ast  moment . On t he day i t sel f ,  we can expect  

t hr ee separ at e announcement s: A j oi nt  decl ar at i on t hat  addr esses t he wor r yi ng

 geopol i t i cal  si t uat i on and emphasi ses UK-EU shar ed f or ei gn pol i cy pr i or i t i es -

 such as suppor t i ng Ukr ai ne,  keepi ng up pr essur e on Russi a,  and endi ng ci vi l i an su

f f er i ng i n Gaza

An EU-UK secur i t y and def ence pact

A package of  measur es t ar get ed at  r emovi ng some t r ade bar r i er s bet ween t he EU and



 UK t hat  have come about  because of  Br ex i t

Cl oser  economi c t i es t o Eur ope

These t r ade measur es ar e t he " r eset "  of  r el at i ons wi t h t he EU t hat  UK Pr i me M
i ni st er  Si r  Kei r  St ar mer  has pr omi sed si nce hi s par t y won a gener al  el ect i on 

l ast  summer . They  ar e f ar  f r om an economi c gamechanger  f or  t he UK,  t hough. Har d

l y what  you' d cal l  ambi t i ous. Dest r oyi ng al l  t r ade bar r i er s wi t h t he EU i s i

mpossi bl e i f  t he Labour  gover nment  keeps to i ts own " r ed l i nes"  of  not  r ej oi

ni ng t he bl oc' s cust oms uni on or  si ngl e mar ket . Despi t e pr omi si ng t o pr i or i t i se U

K economi c gr owt h,  and pol l s suggest i ng t he maj or i t y of  Br i t ons want  t o do mor

e t r ade wi t h t he EU,  Labour  wi l l  f eel  hemmed i n by  t he i ncr easi ngl y popul ar ,  

Eur oscept i c Ref or m Par t y. I t  per f or med wel l  i n r ecent  l ocal  el ect i ons i n t he 

UK. Whi l e some i n Labour  ( qui et l y)  admi t  t hey ar e t empt ed by a cust oms uni on 

wi t h t he EU t o boost  gr owt h,  any economi c benef i t s woul d l i kel y not  be appar e

nt  t o vot er s bef or e t he nex t  UK el ect i on. Par t y member s f ear  t hey woul d r i sk b
ei ng puni shed at  t he pol l s,  ami dst  accusat i ons by t he opposi t i on Conser vat i ves 

and Ref or m t hat  t he gover nment  woul d have bet r ayed Br ex i t . These concer ns mak
e t he St ar mer  gover nment  " mor e caut i ous,  l ess bol d" ,  says Mr  Menon.

So what  wi l l  be agr eed at  t he summi t ?

The UK i s t aki ng a sect or -by-sect or  appr oach t o tr y t o r educe cost l y t r ade ba

r r i er s wi t h t he EU. Many EU-UK negot i at i ng hours have gone i nt o agr eei ng a pl

ant  and ani mal  heal t h deal ,  known as an SPS agr eement . Thi s wi l l  f aci l i t at e 

t he ex por t  and i mpor t  of  meat  and pl ant  pr oduct s bet ween t he EU and UK and hel p r

educe post -Br ex i t  t r ade compl i cat i ons bet ween Nort her n I r el and and Br i t a
i n. I n ex change,  t he EU i nsi st s t he UK must  agr ee t o f ol l owi ng any new SPS r ul es 

i nt r oduced i n t he f ut ur e and accept  a r ol e f or  t he Eur opean Cour t  of  Just i ce i n p

ol i ci ng t he agr eement . Those condi t i ons wi l l  l i kel y be unpopul ar  wi t h ar dent  

Br ex i t  support er s. They mi ght  al so put  backs up i n Washi ngt on and compl i cat

e t he UK doi ng a wi der  f ut ur e deal  on agr i cul t ur e wi t h t he US,  as t he UK woul d

 be t i ed t o st r i ngent  EU st andar ds.

PA A new f i shi ng agr eement  for  UK wat er s i s needed as t he cur r ent  one ex pi r es

 nex t  year

But  t he Labour  gover nment  knows publ i c opi ni on pol l s suggest  most  peopl e i n t

he UK pr i or i t i se t r ade wi t h t he EU over  t he US. Cur r ent l y t he EU count s f or



 41 % of  UK ex por ts;  t he US f or  21 %. The UK gover nment  wi l l  pr obabl y i nsi st  t he 

SPS agr eement  i s good f or  t he Br i t i sh economy. Though ani mal  and pl ant  ex po

r t s and i mpor t s ar e,  i n f act ,  a smal l  par t  of  over al l  GDP. I n r eal i t y " gr owt h 

i s a bi t  of  a r ed her r i ng her e" ,  says Mr  Menon. On t he EU si de,  t he Fr ench,  

backed by other  f i shi ng nat i ons l i ke t he Net her l ands and Denmar k,  have taken a

 t ough st ance i n t hese t al ks - r efusi ng t o si gn up unl ess t he UK agr ees t o l

ong-t er m EU f i shi ng r i ght s i n UK wat er s. The cur r ent  post -Br ex i t  f i shi ng agr eeme

nt  ex pi r es nex t  year .

Fr ee-er  movement  f or  some

The r eset  we' l l  hear  about  at  Monday' s summi t  wi l l  al so i ncl ude a " mobi l i t y"  s

ect i on. St ar mer  wi l l  get  hi s ask,  f or  t he EU t o r ecogni se UK pr of essi onal  qual

i f i cat i ons,  t o encour age cr oss-bor der  busi ness. Ther e wi l l  al so be a r educt i on i

n vi sa r est r i ct i ons f or  UK musi ci ans t r avel l i ng and per f or mi ng i n t he EU. I n ex

change,  t he EU - and Ger many,  most  passi onat el y - want s a yout h mobi l i t y sche

me,  al l owi ng young EU ci t i zens t o t r avel ,  study,  and even wor k i n t he UK. The 

UK has si mi l ar  schemes wi t h Canada,  Aust r al i a,  Sout h Kor ea and Japan,  amongs

t  ot her s. But  t hi s has been t r i cky t o agr ee. Reduci ng mi gr at i on f i gur es i s a

 number  one pr i or i t y f or  t he Labour  gover nment . I t ' s a hot -but t on i ssue and t he 

UK Home Off i ce wi l l  seek t o t oughen condi t i ons and l i mi t  EU number s.

Negot i at i ons ar e ongoi ng but ,  accor di ng t o EU sour ces,  t he scheme al r eady has

 a name: YES,  or  Yout h Ex per i ence Scheme. Some ar eas of  negot i at i on ar e mor e 

advanced t han ot her s. Thi s wi l l  be r ef l ect ed i n Monday' s announcement . Ther e wi l

l  al so be t al k at  t he summi t  of  pl ans t o t ackl e i l l egal  mi gr at i on,  cooper at e

 on car bon bor der  t ax es,  and si mpl i f y ener gy t r adi ng bet ween t he EU and UK. Redu

ci ng EU-UK t r ade bar r i er s on chemi cal s and phar maceut i cal  goods i s al so a UK

 ambi t i on,  as i s get t i ng access t o EU dat abases,  l i ke the Schengen I nf or mat i o

n Syst em,  t o bet t er  t r ack down cr i mi nal s. But  f or  now,  at  l east ,  t he EU i s sayi ng n

o t o t hat . I f  i t  makes an ex cept i on f or  t he UK,  ot her  non-EU count r i es wi l l  dem
and t he same,  i t  i nsi st s. Of  cour se,  i t ' s i n t he i nt er est  of  bot h si des t o f i g

ht  cr oss-bor der  cr i me. The UK ar gues t he cur r ent  st at e of  t he wor l d cal l s f or  mor

e f l ex i bl e t hi nki ng f r om Br ussel s.

Def ence and secur i t y compl i cat i ons

The case f or  mor e f l ex i bl e t hi nki ng i s al so somet hi ng t he UK i s cal l i ng f or  w

hen i t  comes t o Monday' s def ence and secur i t y pact  wi t h t he EU. The EU and UK 



al r eady wor k cl osel y t oget her  on Russi an sanct i ons and def endi ng Ukr ai ne. And 

t he pact  i sn' t  a l egal l y bi ndi ng document ,  so how compl i cat ed can t hese t al ks b

e,  you may ask? The answer  i s pr ett y compl i cat ed. The UK want s i t s def ence com

pani es t o be al l owed t o bi d f or  cont r act s under  t he EU' s new r e-ar mament  scheme,  

SAFE ( Secur i t y Act i on f or  Eur ope) . " The UK has ear ned t he r i ght  t o access su
ch a deal  because of  t he l eader shi p i t ' s shown over  Ukr ai ne, "  says i nt er nat i onal
 def ence ex per t  Sophi a Gast on,  a vi si t i ng f el l ow at  Ki ng' s Col l ege London.

PA Some bel i eve t he UK has ear ned t he r i ght  t o bi d f or  EU ar ms cont r act s due t o i

t s l eader shi p over  Ukr ai ne

" Br i t ai n i s a ser i ous pl ayer  bot h i n t r adi t i onal  def ence capabi l i t i es,  l i ke pr odu

ci ng muni t i ons,  and i n cut t i ng edge def ence i nnovat i on,  wher e new gr owt h and ener
gy i s. " I f  t he UK has access t o t he emer gi ng EU def ence pr ogr ammes,  i t  can con

t r i but e t o mass and pace. [ The war  i n Ukr ai ne]  has shown t hat  bot h ar e needed."  B

ut  Ms Gast on admi t s,  UK compani es get t i ng t he go-ahead f r om Br ussel s i s a " me
ssy"  pr ocess. " Re-Ar m EU" ,  as Br ussel s dubs i t s new dr i ve,  i s st i l l  a work  i n 

pr ogress,  spurr ed by r api dl y changi ng geopol i t i cs,  i ncl udi ng f ear s t he US wi
l l  wi t hdr aw at  l east  some of  t he cr uci al  secur i t y suppor t  Eur ope has r el i ed on

 si nce Wor l d War  Two. Thi s i s not  yet  a f ul l y f or med EU st r at egy t hat  t he UK can 

" pay t o pl ay"  a par t  i n,  as i t  has done post -Br ex i t  wi t h t he EU' s r esear ch an

d i nnovat i on scheme Hor i zon,  f or  ex ampl e. An agr eement  wi t h t he UK i n t hi s def e

nce i ndust r i al  cont ex t  wi l l  be br and new and bespoke. And i t ' s get t i ng pol i t i ca

l .

Si gni ng t he secur i t y pact  on Monday i s j ust  a st ep i n t he pr ocess. Fr ance wan

t s to sever el y r est r i ct  non-EU compani es bi ddi ng f or  t he bl oc' s def ence c

ont r act s,  i ncl udi ng t he UK but  Canadi an and Amer i can f i r ms t oo. I f  t he EU i s sp

endi ng i t s t ax payers'  money on def ence,  i t  ar gues i t  shoul d be spent  wi t h EU c

ompani es t o hel p boost  EU economi es. Par i s al so says,  i n t hi s r api dl y changi ng 

wor l d of  shi f t i ng al l i ances and al l egi ances,  t he EU shoul d be sel f -r el i ant ,  not  

dependent  on suppl i er s out si de t he bl oc. Scept i cs suspect  Fr ance,  whi ch has a s

ophi st i cat ed def ence i ndust r y,  of  want i ng t o hoover  up l ucr at i ve EU cont r ac

t s f or  i t sel f . But  i t  l ooks l i ke i t  i s l osi ng t he i nt er nal  EU ar gument ,  wi t h t he
 Nor di cs,  t he Bal t i cs,  Pol and,  I t al y and t he Net her l ands f avour i ng mor e openness
 on def ence cont r act s,  and par t i cul ar l y wi t h t he EU' s bi ggest  economi c power ,  Ge
r many,  champi oni ng t he UK. " Ger many  and Fr ance have ver y di f f er ent  at t i t udes t

owards t he UK, "  says Ger man economi st  Ar mi n St ei nbach f r om t hi nk t ank Br ue

gel . Ger many wi l l  al ways put  r el at i ons wi t h EU heavywei ght s Fr ance and Pol and f i



r st ,  says Mr  St ei nbach. But  he bel i eves t he UK wi l l  be hel ped i n def ence and 

economi c negot i at i ons wi t h t he EU by new Ger man Chancel l or  Fr i edr i ch Mer z,  wh

o ar gues " a uni f i ed Eur ope i s t he absol ut e pr i or i t y i n t he cur r ent  geopol i t i cal  

set t i ng" .

Huge chal l enge of  def ence cooper at i on

49. UK Eurovision entry played outside Buckingham Palace
https://www.bbc.com/news/videos/c5y520wlj6po

The Band of  t he I r i sh Guar ds pl ayed a r endi t i on of  t he UK' s Eur ovi si on ent r y ou

t si de Bucki ngham Pal ace on Sat ur day morni ng,  ahead of  t he song cont est  f i nal  i n 

Swi t zer l and.

The Royal  Fami l y shar ed t hi s vi deo on X  sayi ng: " Wi shi ng Remember  Monday th
e ver y best  of  l uck i n t he Eur ovi si on Fi nal  i n Basel  t hi s eveni ng! "

Vi ewer s i n t he UK can wat ch t he band per f or m What  t he Hel l  Just  Happened? on BB

C One and BBC i Pl ayer  f r om 20:00 BST,  wi t h l i ve updat es on t he BBC News websi t e.

50. Two dead as Mexican Navy ship crashes into Brooklyn Bridge
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c991n8p4pdyo



Two dead as Mex i can Navy shi p cr ashes i nt o Br ookl yn Br i dge

Vi deo shows shi p cr ashi ng i nt o Br ookl yn Br i dge

Br ookl yn r esi dent  Ni ck Cor so,  who wi t nessed t he acci dent ,  sai d t he ar ea er upt e

d i n pani c. Ther e was " l ot s of  scr eami ng,  some sai l or s hangi ng f r om t he mast s,

"  he t ol d AFP.

Foot age shows t he shi p' s t ower i ng mast s cl i p t he br i dge as i t  passed under  t he

 st ruct ur e. Cr ew member s wer e st andi ng on the mast s as t hey snapped and f el l
 t o t he deck,  aut hor i t i es sai d.

Pol i ce sai d t he Cuauht émoc,  wi t h 277 peopl e on boar d,  l ost  power  on Sat ur day as

 t he capt ai n was manoeuvri ng t he vessel ,  f or ci ng i t  t o head f or  t he br i dge

 abut ment  on t he Br ookl yn si de.

Two peopl e have been ki l l ed and at  l east  1 9 ot her s i nj ur ed af ter  a t al l  Mex i c

an Navy t r ai ni ng sai l i ng shi p cr ashed i nt o New Yor k Ci t y' s Br ookl yn Br i dge.

Damaged mast s on t he Mex i can Navy t r ai ni ng shi p Cuauht émoc af t er  i t  cr ashed i nt
o New Yor k Ci t y' s Br ookl yn Br i dge

New Yor k Ci t y Mayor  Er i c Adams conf i r med on X t hat  t wo peopl e di ed and t wo o

f  t he 1 9 i nj ur ed wer e i n cr i t i cal  condi t i on.

Br ookl yn Br i dge di d not  suf f er  any maj or  damage and was r eopened af t er  a pr el i

mi nar y i nspect i on.

Pol i ce sai d t hey bel i eved " mechani cal  mal f unct i on"  and a power  cut  had caused 

t he col l i si on.

The New Yor k Coast  Guar d sai d t he Cuauht émoc l ost  al l  t hr ee mast s. Al l  per son

nel  on t he shi p had been accounted f or  and no-one had f al l en i n t he wat er .

Cr owds f l ed f r om t he wat er ' s edge as t he shi p hi t  t he br i dge.

Anot her  wi t ness,  Kel vi n Fl or es,  t ol d t he BBC he was at  wor k when he saw t he cr

ash.



He came out  i nt o t he st r eet  t o f i nd a l ot  of  " commot i on and a l ot  of  chaos"  wi t h

 f i re engi nes and pol i ce t r yi ng t o r each t he scene but  t he r oads cl ogged wi t

h t r af f i c.

" Just  seei ng t he act ual  damage was i nsane, "  he sai d. " Peopl e car r yi ng st r et ch

er s... t hey were t r yi ng t o get  t he i nj ur ed out ."

Mex i co' s Pr esi dent  Cl audi a Shei nbaum sai d she was deepl y saddened by  t he l oss

 of  t wo cr ew member s i n t he acci dent .

The Cuauht émoc was t owed f r om t he scene af t er  the cr ash.

The vessel ,  whi ch measur es 297 f eet  l ong ( 91 m)  and 40 f eet  ( 1 2m)  wi de,  accor di

ng t o t he Mex i can navy,  sai l ed f or  t he f i r st  t i me i n 1 982.

Each year  i t  sets sai l  at  t he end of  cl asses at  t he naval  mi l i t ar y school  t o f

i ni sh cadet s'  t r ai ni ng.

Thi s year  i t  l ef t  t he Mex i can por t  of  Acapul co on 6 Apri l ,  t he navy sai d. I t

s f i nal  dest i nat i on was i nt ended t o be I cel and. Among i t s schedul ed st ops 

al ong t he way was Aber deen,  Scot l and,  f or  t he ci t y' s Tal l  Shi ps r ace i n Jul y.

Pol i ce sai d t he Cuauht émoc' s mast  hei ght  was 48.2m ( 1 58f t ) . The New Yor k t r anspo

r t  depar t ment ' s websi t e says t he br i dge has a 1 35f t  cl ear ance at  i t s cent r e.

51. Celtic rainforest in Wales facing extinction crisis, ecologists warns
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c7873ynnn57o

Cel t i c r ai nf or est  f aci ng speci es ' ex t i nct i on cr i si s'



1 2 hour s ago Shar e Save Paul  Pi got t  BBC News Shar e Save

Ben Port er  Temper at e r ai nf or est ,  seen her e i n t he Val e of  Ff est i ni og,  Gwyned
d,  i s f ound i n ar eas subj ect  t o t he i nf l uence of  t he sea

An " ex t i nct i on cr i si s"  i s happeni ng i n Br i t ai n' s t emper at e r ai nf or est s wher e som

e of  t he wor l d' s r ar est  mosses,  l i chens and l i ver wor t s ar e vani shi ng,  ecol ogi st
s have war ned. Al so known as Cel t i c r ai nf or est s,  t emper at e r ai nfor est s ar e f oun

d pr i mar i l y al ong t he UK' s west er n coast s. A sur vey of  Wel sh r ai nf or est s i n 2024

 f ound onl y 22% wer e i n a good condi t i on due t o pol l ut i on,  f r agment at i on and i nv

asi ve speci es. " When t hi s t r ee came down,  i n a f l ash we l ost  a speci es, "  sai d eco

l ogi st  Sabi ne Nouvet  about  a 500-year -ol d oak i n Eryr i  Nat i onal  Par k,  al so know

n as Snowdoni a,  whi ch f el l  dur i ng St or m Dar r agh i n December .

The t r ee was home to one of  the UK' s best  known popul at i ons of  a r ar e l i chen,  t

he l oss of  whi ch was " symbol i c of  t he speci es cr i si s,  t he ex t i nct i on cr i si s,  t hat

 we ar e f aci ng now" ,  sai d Ms Nouvet .

Ms Nouvet ,  a r ai nf or est  advi sor  wi t h Pl antLi f e,  a member  of  t he Al l i ance f or  

Wal es'  Rai nf or est s,  sai d t he f al l en t r ee' s bar k was once home to mor e t han 6

0 t ypes of  l i chen. The r ar est  was t he mi nuscul e r i nodi na i si di oi des - i t s t i ny

 st r uct ur es,  when seen t hr ough a hand l ens,  r esembl e i t s common name,  skel et al  f

i nger s. I t  l i ves onl y on t r ees at  l east  300 year s ol d and i n condi t i ons f ound e

xcl usi vel y i n t he r ai n-soaked val l eys of  west er n I r el and and Br i t ai n.

Skel et al  f i nger s l i chen at t ached t o ot her  t rees wi t h gar den net t i ng coul d hel p

 t he speci es t o sur vi ve,  Ms Nouvet  says

Temper at e r ai nf or est s occur  on l ess t han 1 % of  t he pl anet ' s sur f ace and Wal es ha

s i nt er nat i onal l y i mpor t ant  ex ampl es of  t he habi t at . The speci al  habi t at ' s t wi s

t ed br anches,  dappl ed l i ght  and moss-cover ed under st or ey once cover ed muc
h of  t he count r y,  but  i s now onl y f ound i n i sol at ed ar eas i ncl udi ng t he Woodl a

nd Tr ust ' s Coed Fel enr hyd near  Bl aenau Ff est i ni og,  Gwynedd.

Kei t h O Br i en An anci ent  br i dge over  t he Af on Pr ysor  i n Coed Fel enr hyd,  nea

r  Bl aenau Ff est i ni og,  Gwynedd

December ' s st or m " hammer ed t he f or est s ar ound her e" ,  sai d Ms Nouvet . She sai d a



t  l east  si x  anci ent  t r ees,  descr i bed as " gr andmot her s"  of  t he for est ,  wer e l o

st  i n Coed Fel enr hyd. The pr esence of  skel et al  f i nger  on one of  t hose t r ees i ndi c

at ed " t hat  t hi s val l ey has got  cl ean ai r ,  i t  has anci ent  f or est ,  t hat  thi s t r e

e was,  f or  some r eason,  r eal l y  ol d and t hen we l ost  i t " ,  she added.

I sobel l e Hot chki ss Coedwi g Dyf i  Si t e of  Speci al  Sci ent i f i c I nt er est ,  near  Machynl

l et h i n Powys
Ther e i s hope t he skel et al  f i nger  speci es can hang on i n t he val l ey af t er  cl i ppi

ngs wer e r el ocat ed t o f i ve ot her  ol d t r ees near by. Ms Nouvet  sai d t he ai m was f

or  t he cl i ppi ngs t o seed t he bar k bel ow,  but  t he pr ocess coul d t ake up t o a de

cade. Ther e i s about  33, 024 hect ares,  or  46, 000 f oot bal l  pi t ches,  of  r ai nf or

est  l ef t  i n Wal es. St or ms ar e j ust  one of  t he t hr eat s t o anci ent  woodl ands suc

h as Coed Fel enr hyd whi ch,  accor di ng t o t he St at e of  Wal es Rai nf or est  r epor t ,  co
ver  j ust  4.3% of  count r y' s r ai nf or est  l andscape.

Wat er f al l s l i ke t hi s one i n Af on Pr ysor  gor ge,  i n Er yr i  Nat i onal  Par k,  cr eat e 

t he humi di t y  t hat  t emper at e r ai nf or est  speci es need t o t hr i ve

Much of  t hi s r ai nf or est  l acks connect i vi t y t o si mi l ar  habi t at s because i t  i s 

sur r ounded by f arms or  woodl ands pl ant ed wi t h non-nat i ve speci es. Some ar e gr az

ed i nappr opr i at el y,  t he sur vey sai d,  and many ar e af f ect ed by  r hododendr ons

 t hat  smother  t he f or est  f l oor  i n a dense shade t hat  nat i ve speci es cannot  

t ol er at e. Far mer  and r et i r ed f or est er  Al ed Thomas sai d the Cel t i c r ai nf or es

t  had been " gr azed si nce t he begi nni ng of  t i me" ,  l eadi ng t o t he f or mat i on o

f  t hese woodl ands. But  conser vat i on ef f or t s i n t he past  saw many anci ent  wood

l ands f enced of f . " They  have gr own wi l d wi t h i nvasi ve speci es comi ng i n so none

 of  t he nat ur al  f l ower s associ at ed wi t h t hi s t ype of  woodl and have been pr esent ,

"  Mr  Thomas ex pl ai ned.

Far mer  Al ed Thomas says gr azi ng smal l  Dex t er  cows i n par t s of  t he r ai nf or est  i s 

hel pi ng t o r estor e nat i ve speci es

Mr  Thomas gr azes smal l  Dex t er  cat t l e i n Coed y Gr i bi n,  a pocket  of  r ai nf or est

 managed by t he RSPB near  Dol gel l au. " They wi l l  pr ovi de a habi t at  f or  a much 

mor e di ver se speci es r ange by t hei r  hooves mar ki ng t he ground,  dr i v i ng i n ac

or ns,  r ol l i ng on t he gr ound and t hey' l l  gr aze anyt hi ng and ever yt hi ng, "  he sai d

. " They eat  br ambl es l i ke t hey ar e havi ng supper ."  Each ani mal  i s f i t t ed wi t h a G

PS t racker  and an al ar m t hat  t r ai ns t hem t o keep t o ar eas t hat  need gr azi ng and 



away f r om sensi t i ve par t s of  t he f or est . " The l andscape has changed dr amat i c

al l y because t he cows have been her e f or  about  t hr ee seasons and you not i ce t her e'

s ver y l i t t l e br acken and t her e ar e bl uebel l s comi ng up."  Mr  Thomas sai d f ar m

s wi t h mor e woodl ands wer e t he key t o l i nki ng up i sol at ed par t s of  t he r ai nf o

r est . " You j ust  don' t  need a f i el d f or  gr owi ng cows,  you can gr ow f ood by gr azi

ng i n woodl and and t he benef i t s f r om t hat  ar e huge t o t he f or est  and t he f ar m."

' Peopl e don' t  r eal i se i t ' s her e'

52. Shropshire photographer captures beauty of back garden wildlife
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/c80kve8kr4no

Back gar den' s wi l dl i f e beaut y capt ur ed over  decade

1 8 hour s ago Shar e Save Vanessa Pear ce BBC News,  West  Mi dl ands Shar e Save

Andr ew Fusek Pet er s Phot ogr apher  Andr ew Fusek Pet er s capt ur ed a gol df i nch wi t h

 r ai nbow-ef f ect  wi ngs i n hi s Shr opshi r e gar den

A phot ogr apher  has spent  a decade car r yi ng out  " gar den saf ar i s"  i n or der  t o capt

ur e t he di ver si t y and beauty  of  Bri t ai n' s back gar den wi l dl i f e. The i mages

,  i ncl udi ng bat t l i ng bi r ds and squabbl i ng squi r r el s,  showed j ust  what  coul d be f o

und " under  our  noses" ,  sai d Andr ew Fusek Peter s. " I  want ed t o cel ebr at e t he

 ever yday st or i es and r eveal  t he beaut y of  our  bi r ds,  mammal s and i nsect s t hat  l

i ve al ongsi de us, "  t he Shr opshi r e phot ographer  added. Hundr eds of  hi s i mages f

eat ur e i n a new book.

Andr ew Fusek Pet er s Two r ed squi r r el s wer e capt ur ed f i ght i ng i n a back gar den

 on t he I sl e of  Wi ght



The maj or i t y of  t he phot ogr aphs wer e t aken i n hi s " modest "  gar den,  and l ocal  vi

l l age of  Lydbur y. " You don' t  have t o t ravel  t o nat ur e r eser ves or  mount ai ns

, "  he sai d. " I  somet i mes get  snobber y f r om t he bi g phot ogr apher s who go t o Af r i ca 

and do t he l i ons and t i ger s,  or  Gr eenl and f or  t he Pol ar  bear s, "  he ex pl ai
ned. " And t hey t hi nk I ' m somehow i nf er i or  because I  do bl ue t i t s i n t he gar d

en."

Andr ew Fusek Pet er s The phot ogr apher  set  up a hi de on a domest i c l awn to capt ur

e t hi s r ar e i mage of  a mother  har e suck l i ng her  l ever et

But ,  he added,  capt ur i ng rar e i mages such as a har e f eedi ng her  l ever et  on someon

e' s back l awn was " j ust  amazi ng" . " At  t he t i me I  t ook i t ,  t hat  had been phot og

r aphed maybe l ess t han 1 0 t i mes i n t he wor l d, "  he sai d. " I t  was sheer  gol d on my m

emor y car d."  He had al so t r avel l ed t o ot her  par t s of  t he UK i n or der  t o capt ur e

 ot her  " ex t r aor di nar y moment s, "  i ncl udi ng a f ox  f ami l y pl ayi ng i n Cl apham,  sou

t h London,  and a pai r  of  r ed squi r r el s on t he I sl e of  Wi ght .

Andr ew Fusek Pet er s Thi s pai r  of  br i ght l y col our ed br ambl i ngs f i ghti ng over  

f ood was one of  t he phot ogr apher ' s f avour i t e shot s

Mr  Fusek Pet er s st ar t ed concent r at i ng on hi s own gar den wi l dl i f e af t er  a di agn

osi s of  bowel  cancer  i n 201 8,  per f ect i ng a t echni que t o " make t i me st op"  t o ge

t  shot s of  bi r ds and but t er f l i es t aki ng of f  and i n mi d f l i ght . Usi ng hi s ki t

chen as a hi de,  he has al so t aken r ar e pi ct ur es of  bi r ds - showi ng t he ef f ect  of  

di f f r act i on on t hei r  wi ngs,  gi vi ng a r ai nbow ef f ect . " Thi s wi nt er  I  got  a woodpe
cker  and a nut hat ch"  he sai d,  addi ng t he i mages wer e " ex t r aor di nar y" . " Ever yon

e' s goi ng t o accuse me of  usi ng A I ,  but  i t ' s not  - i t ' s act ual l y sci ent i f i c."  H

e added he was " one of  t he f ew i n t he wor l d"  t o have t aken such i mages. " I  j ust  

seem t o have t hi s bl essed l uck when I  concent r at e on what ' s out  of  the ki t chen
 wi ndow."

Andr ew Fusek Pet er s Thi s i mage of  a nut hat ch i s among t he col l ect i on

The book was al so a " r al l yi ng cr y"  t o t r ansf or m " over -mani cur ed spaces i nt o mor e

 wi l dl i f e fr i endl y havens, "  he sai d. " These pl aces ar e i mpor t ant ,  I  t hi nk t hey r e

al l y  ar e, "  he added. " As we know wi t h cl i mate change and wi t h what ' s happeni n

g wi t h habi t at  a l ot  of  speci es ar e r eal l y suf f er i ng,  and t hat  i ncl udes our  

gar den vi si t or s so i t ' s i mpor t ant  t o showcase t hem. " They ar e j ust  as i mpor t ant  as

 al l  t he wonder f ul  cr eat ur es of  t he j ungl e and t he deser t , "  he added.



Andr ew Fusek Pet er s A f ox  f ami l y pl ays i n Cl apham,  Sout h London

Andr ew Fusek Pet er s Thi s i mage of  a r uby t ai l ed wasp i s i ncl uded i n t he boo

k

Spr i ngwat ch pr esenter  I ol o Wi l l i ams sai d of  t he book,  Gar den Saf ar i : " Andr ew mak

es t he or di nar y l ook ex t r aor di nar y – st unni ng phot ogr aphy whi ch hel ps t o emph

asi se t he i mpor t ance of  our  gar dens f or  wi l dl i f e."  " I  t hi nk t hi s i s t he best  comp

l i ment  I ' ve ever  had, "  t he phot ogr apher  comment ed.

Andr ew Fusek Pet er s A mal e pi ed f l ycat cher  i s capt ur ed br i ngi ng f ood t o t he nest

Andr ew Fusek Pet er s The phot ogr apher  sai d i t  t ook si x  days t o capt ur e t hi s i

mage of  a bank vol e i n hi s back gar den

Gar den Saf ar i  i s publ i shed by Gr af f eg Books

Fol l ow BBC Shr opshi r e on BBC Sounds,  Facebook,  X and I nst agr am.

53. Facial disfigurement: 'I was refused service in a cafe because of my face'
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cy4k8l5y5j1o

' I  was r ef used ser vi ce i n a caf e because of  my f ace'

1 8 hour s ago Shar e Save Vanessa Pear ce BBC News,  West  Mi dl ands Shar e Save

BBC Ami t  Ghose was bor n wi t h Neur of i br omat osi s t ype 1

Subj ect ed t o br ut al  bul l yi ng as a chi l d,  Ami t  Ghose says he st i l l  has t o deal  w



i t h const ant  st ar i ng,  poi nt i ng and comment s,  and has even been r ef used ser vi ce 

i n a caf e because of  hi s f ace. The 35-year -ol d f r om Bi r mi ngham descr i bed how vi s

i t i ng an i ndependent  cof f ee shop i n London r ecent l y " ever yone was st ar i ng at  

me,  and i t  was l i ke t hey' d al most  seen a ghost " . " The per son ser vi ng l ooked at  me 

and sai d: ' Oh,  we' r e not  ser vi ng any mor e' . "She t ur ned ar ound and wal ked of f . 

But  cl ear l y,  cl ear l y t hey wer e st i l l  ser vi ng."

Ami t  was bor n wi t h Neur of i br omat osi s t ype 1 ,  a condi t i on t hat  causes non-cance
r ous t umour s t o gr ow al ong ner ves. But  af t er  " l ear ni ng accept ance"  of  hi s f a

ci al  di sf i gur ement  he now shar es hi s mot i vat i onal  stor y i n school s wi t h t he ai

m of  hel pi ng chi l dr en " embr ace t hei r  per sonal i t i es and cel ebr at e who t hey ar e" .

Ami t  Ghose Ami t  Ghose had sur ger y t o r emove hi s eye when he was 1 1

Anot her  r ecent  ex per i ence of  abuse spur r ed hi m on t o sel f  publ i sh a chi l dr en'

s book,  Bor n Di f f er ent . " I  had a coupl e of  i ndi vi dual s come over  t o me i n a par k a

nd ask me what  happened t o my f ace,  and I  t hought  t hey wer e j ust  bei ng cur i ous,

"  he sai d. " But  act ual l y they st ar t ed l aughi ng,  gi ggl i ng,  sayi ng: ' Oh my God,  

i f  I  had a f ace l i ke you I  woul dn' t  even come out  my house' ."  He sai d t he 

encount er  " r eal l y upset "  hi m,  " and I  t hought  t o mysel f ,  I  need t o do somet hi n

g about  t hi s. I  need t o get  t hi s book  out . Now i s t he r i ght  t i me" . " I f  I  had t

hi s book when I  was a young chi l d,  I  t hi nk i t  woul d have hel ped me."

Ami t  Ghose Af t er  suf f er i ng bul l yi ng at  school  i t  was j oi ni ng t he cr i cket  t eam 

t hat  hel ped hi m make f r i ends

Ami t  had hi s l ef t  eye sur gi cal l y r emoved at  t he age of  1 1 ,  l eadi ng t o f ur t her  f a

ci al  di sf i gur ement  as wel l  as abuse and bul l yi ng. I n the r un up t o Hal l oween

 one year ,  a chi l d at  school  t ol d hi m " you don' t  need a Hal l oween mask,  you' ve go

t  one f or  l i f e" ,  he r ecal l ed. " That  br oke me t o t he poi nt  wher e I  di d not  accept  

t he l ef t  hand si de of  my  f ace, "  he sai d. " For  a ver y,  ver y l ong t i me I  hi d t he f a
ce,  I  j ust  was not  comf or t abl e showi ng i t  t o t he wor l d at  al l ."

Looki ng back,  he sai d he had not  under st ood the dept h of  depr essi on and an

x i et y he ex per i enced t hen. " Ot her  chi l dr en not  want i ng t o come and si t  nex t  to m

e or  hi di ng behi nd t hei r  par ent s al l  had a ment al  ef f ect  on me, "  he sai d. At  sc
hool ,  cr i cket  was hi s passi on and i t  was t hr ough pl ayi ng t he game t hat  he event ua

l l y made f r i ends. " Cr i cket  hel ped me become Ami t ,  t hat  boy who pl ays cr i cket ,



 f r om Ami t ,  t he boy who has a f unny f ace, "  he ex pl ai ned.

Ami t  Ghose The mot i vat i onal  speaker  sai d he hoped t he book woul d hel p chi l d
r en cel ebr at e who t hey wer e

But ,  he sai d,  even as an adul t  he st i l l  ex per i enced " const ant  st ar i ng" . " The poi

nt i ng,  t he t appi ng t he fr i end nex t  t o t hem sayi ng ' have you seen t hat  guy
' s f ace' ,  t hat  i s al so const ant , "  he sai d. "But  t her e i s ki ndness out  t her e as

 wel l ,  and t hat  needs hi ghl i ght i ng."

' Thi s i s me,  t ake i t  or  l eave i t '

I t  was hi s wi f e Pi yal i  who event ual l y t aught  hi m t he " ar t  of  accept ance, "  he ex pl a

i ned. " Real l y t hat  I ' ve got  t o accept  mysel f  bef or e ot her s can accept  me, "  he ad

ded. She al so persuaded hi m t o st ar t  shar i ng hi s st or y on soci al  medi a. " I  t hough

t  Ti kTok was al l  about  si ngi ng and danci ng,  and I  t hought  maybe not ,  but  she conv

i nced me. " I  cr eat ed a vi deo and I  sai d t o t he wor l d: ' I  want  t o t ake you al l  

on a j our ney t o hel p and suppor t  and i nspi r e you usi ng my l i ved ex per i ences.' "

 He star t ed hi s account  i n ear l y 2023,  and has si nce gone on t o gai n al most  20

0, 000 f ol l ower s and mi l l i ons of  l i kes. " Me hel pi ng peopl e on soci al  medi a by  sh
ar i ng my st or y has hel ped me become mor e accept i ng of  mysel f . " Now I  say t o t he
 wor l d,  t hi s i s me,  t ake i t  or  l eave i t ."

Ami t  Ghose Ami t  says hi s wi f e Pi yal i  per suaded hi m t o shar e hi s st or y on soc

i al  medi a

At  about  the same t i me,  he l ef t  hi s j ob at  a l aw f i r m t o t ake up mot i vat i onal  s

peak i ng f ul l  t i me. Hel pi ng young peopl e f el t  so much mor e i mpor t ant ,  he sai d. He i

s al so about  t o l aunch a podcast  i n whi ch he speaks t o ot hers who have had s

i mi l ar  ex per i ences,  i ncl udi ng Ol i ver  Br oml ey who was ej ect ed f r om a r estau

r ant  because st af f  sai d he was " scar i ng t he cust omer s" . " We' r e goi ng t o hav

e l ot s of  f un and i nspi r e a l ot  of  peopl e, "  he sai d. " Di sabi l i t y or  no di sabi l i t y
,  vi si bl e di f f er ence or  no vi si bl e di f f er ence,  we al l  have i nsecur i t i es,  we al

l  have t hi ngs t hat  we' r e f aced wi t h,  and chal l enges we' r e f aced wi t h. " I  j ust

 want  t o gi ve t hi s nar r at i ve t o peopl e t hat  i f  we t r ul y cel ebr at e who we ar e,  a

ccept  who we ar e,  f al l  i n l ove wi t h who we ar e,  t hen we can be mor e conf i dent

."

54. What the hell happened to UK Eurovision entry Remember Monday?
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/crk2nrkv830o



Eur ovi si on: ' What  t he Hel l  Just  Happened'  t o the UK ent r y?

1 7 hour s ago Shar e Save Mar k Savage Musi c Cor r espondent  Repor t i ng f r om Basel

,  Swi t zer l and Shar e Save

Get t y I mages Remember  Monday went  i nt o t he cont est  wi t h hi gh hopes,  but  i t  was n

ot  t o be

Oh no,  not  agai n. For  t he t hi r d year  i n a r ow,  t he UK has cr ashed out  at  Eu

r ovi si on,  t aki ng 1 9t h pl ace out  of  a possi bl e 26. I t  f eel s par t i cul ar l y cr uel  t h

i s t i me because our  cont est ant s,  Remember  Monday,  got  a l ot  of  t hi ngs r i ght  wi t h

 t hei r  song,  What  t he Hel l  Just  Happened. Most  not abl y,  t hey coul d si ng – and I  

mean,  r eal l y,  r eal l y si ng. Laur en,  Hol l y and Char l ot t e hi t  ever y har mony i n t he

i r  song,  What  The Hel l  Just  Happened,  wi t h pi npoi nt  pr eci si on,  dr awi ng on 

a decade of  West  End ex per i ence t hat ' s seen t hem st ar  i n ever yt hi ng f r om Mat i l d

a t o Phantom Of  The Oper a. Af t er  t oe-cur l i ng per f or mances f r om Ol l y Al ex ander  i n

 2024 and Mae Mul l er  i n 2023,  t hei r  vocal s wer e as st r ong as a l i on' s r oar . So 

st r ong,  i n f act ,  t hat  t hey caught  t he at t ent i on of  f or mer  Eur ovi si on wi nner  Conc

hi t a Wur st . " Har moni si ng on t he Eur ovi si on st age has har dl y wor ked out  i n t he pa

st ,  but  t hey' r e spot  on, "  Conchi t a ent hused befor e t he f i nal . " Thei r  conf i dence i

s i ncr edi bl e. You i mmedi at el y t r ust  t hem,  because when you f eel  t he ar t i st  i s ne

r vous,  you get  ner vous as a v i ewer . But  t hey ar e j ust  so l i ght  and so shar p."  S

o what  went  wr ong?

Wat ch: Key moment s f r om Eur ovi si on 2025

The chi ef  cul pr i t ,  i f  I ' m honest ,  was t he song. A mani c mi sh-mash of  musi cal  st

yl es,  i t  sped up i n t he ver ses,  and sl owed down f or  t he chor uses,  wi t h al

l  t he consi st ency of  a j el l y i n a heat wave. That ' s not  t o say i t ' s a bad pi ece of  

wr i t i ng. I ndeed,  al l  of  t he UK' s 88 poi nt s came f r om pr of essi onal  j ur i es of  s
ongwr i t er s,  whose j ob i t  i s t o r ecogni se composi t i onal  cr af t . I t al y even gave us

 t he t op scor e of  1 2. Gr azi e mi l l e!  They' l l  have r ecogni sed al l  t he cl ever  B

r i t i sh t ouches t he band cr ammed i n – El t on John-st yl e pi ano cr escendos,  a Beat l e

s-esque mel l ot r on r i f f ,  and a vocal  cal l back t o Geor ge Mi chael ' s Fr eedom ' 90. T

he l yr i cs wer e wi t t y,  t oo. Remi ni scent  of  Kat y Perr y' s Last  Fr i day Ni ght  (

TGI F) ,  or  I f  I  Wer e a Bel l  f r om Guys and Dol l s,  i t  was al l  about  t he dr unken mi s

t akes you make whi l e t r yi ng t o get  over  an ex . " Br oke a heel ,  l ost  my keys,  scr

aped my knee /  When I  f el l  f r om the chandel i er ."  I n t hr ee shor t  mi nut es,  t he

 t r i o r at t l ed of f  hal f  a dozen memor abl e hooks,  al l  i mbued wi t h t he unbr eakabl e b



ond of  t hei r  f r i endshi p. But  as seasoned Eur ovi si on wat cher  Jonat han Vaut

r ey not ed,  t he song was si mpl y t oo busy. " I t ' s har d t o l at ch on t o ex act l y what

 t hey' r e sel l i ng when you' r e t oo busy r eel i ng f r om t he const ant  whi pl ash of  hear i n
g an al most  br and new song ever y 30 seconds, "  he wr ot e on t he Wi wi bl oggs f ansi

t e l ast  mont h.. " Al t hough I ' ve been abl e t o sett l e i nt o t he ent r y over t i me,

 and now appr eci at e t he t heat ri cal i t y of  i t  al l ,  f i r st  i mpr essi ons mat t er  at  E

ur ovi si on."  That ' s an opi ni on I  hear d mor e t han once. But  st i l l ,  I  had hope.

Cat chi ng a t r am t o Basel ' s St  Jackobshal l e ar ena on Sat ur day,  I  was st opped by

 a Swedi sh woman who' d spot t ed my  UK medi a pass. She want ed t o t el l  me how s

he' d di smi ssed Remember  Monday' s song when audi t i oni ng t hi s year ' s Eur ovi si o

n songs on Spot i f y. Then she saw t hei r  spi r i ted per f or mance i n t he semi -f i nal  

" and I  under st ood" . Good enough f or  one vot e,  t hen. So why di dn' t  mor e peopl e co

nnect  wi t h i t ? The st agi ng was put  t oget her  by  Ace Bowerman,  who i s one

 of  t he UK' s most  r espect ed cr eat i ve di r ect or s – r esponsi bl e f or  Bl ackpi nk' s Bo

r n Pi nk wor l d t our  and Dua Li pa' s l ockdown spect acul ar ,  St udi o 2054. Speaki ng

 bef or e t he f i nal ,  she t ol d me t he per f or mance del i ber at el y  made a vi r t ue

 of  t he gi r l s'  f r i endshi p. " As soon as I  met  t hem,  I  was l i ke,  ' Pl ease be my f r

i end! ' "  she t ol d me,  " They ar e el ect r i c peopl e,  t hey have such a speci al  bond. 

So t he one t hi ng I  want  ever ybody t o t ake away f r om t he per for mance i s how m

uch f un t hey ar e – because t he audi ence wi l l  want  t o be t hei r  f r i ends as wel l .

"  I t  was camp and f un,  but  l acked t he scal e of  Fi nl and' s Er i ka Vi kman,  who soar

ed above t he audi ence on a gi ant  phal l i c mi cr ophone,  or  t he dr ama of  Aust r i an

 wi nner  JJ,  who was t ossed ar ound t he st age i n t he st or my sea of  hi s own emot i

ons.

Get ty  I mages JJ' s st agi ng was si mpl e but  power f ul  - di d t he UK t r y t o do t oo 

much?

" The UK' s st agi ng wasn' t  f l at  at  al l  but ,  as wi t h t he song,  i t  was maybe a bi t  to
o much, "  says Al ex ander  Bei j ar ,  Eur ovi si on r epor t er  at  Fi nni sh br oadcast er  Yl e. "

I t  was l i ke,  we have t hr ee mi nut es,  and we' l l  show you ever yt hi ng we can do on t

hi s st age: We' l l  st ar t  i n bed,  we' l l  dance on a chandel i er ,  we' l l  st r ut  down t he 

cat wal k,  and we' l l  end up i n t he bed agai n i n t he end. " I  t hi nk  maybe t one

 i t  down j ust  a nod f or  nex t  year . " Then agai n,  as a Fi nn,  wi t h t he bi ggest  mi cr

ophone you can f i nd i n t he whol e of  Swi t zer l and,  maybe I  shoul dn' t  gi ve advi ce

! "

Was i t  pol i t i cal ?



And what  about  t hat  wr i nkl y ol d Eur ovi si on chest nut : Pol i t i cs? Vot e t r adi ng 

i s an age-ol d t r adi t i on at  t he cont est . Si nce Sweden f i r st  t ook par t  i n 1 9

58,  f or  ex ampl e,  mor e t han one-f i f t h of  i t s vot es have come f r om Nor way,  Fi nl and,  

Denmar k and I cel and. But  t he si tuat i on i s compl i cated. Pol i t i cal  t ensi ons per si s

t  i n t he Bal kans,  " but  t he cul t ur al  connect i ons seem t o have t r umped the pol i t i c
al  di v i si ons" ,  Dean Vul et i c,  aut hor  of  Post war  Eur ope and t he Eur ovi si on Song 

Cont est ,  r ecentl y t ol d t he AFP news agency. " I  woul d say t hat  t hi s i s because t he

se count r i es do shar e a musi c i ndust r y."

Get t y I mages Remember  Monday have a summer  of  f est i val  appear ances and concer t s

 t o l ook f or war d t o,  al l  booked bef or e t hey wer e announced as t hi s year ' s Eur ovi

si on act

The UK' s musi c i ndust r y i sn' t  par t i cul ar l y wel l  i nt egr at ed wi t h Eur ope,  t endi n

g t o r i de r oughshod over  i t s l ess i nf l uent i al  nei ghbour s. When i t  comes t o f

r i endl y nei ghbours,  our  r eput at i on t ook a hi t  af t er  Br ex i t  - al t hough Lux e

mbour g has al ways been a r el i abl e sour ce of  vot es,  f or  r easons t hat  ar en' t  1 00% c

l ear . But  her e' s the t hi ng: You can onl y vot e f or  a count r y i n Eur ovi si on,  n

ot  agai nst  i t . Remember  Monday wer e good,  but  wer e t hey good enough t o make your

 per sonal  Top 1 0? I f  so,  t hen gr eat  – you' d have gi ven t hem some poi nt s. Ot her wi
se,  i t ' s a st r uggl e t o accr ue any moment um. I n t he end,  t hat  was Remember  M

onday' s f at e: Anot her  zer o-poi nt  di sappoi nt ment . So wher e does t hat  l eave t he U

K goi ng i nt o nex t  year ?

Gr aham Nor t on and Scot t  Mi l l s gave Remember  Monday t hei r  seal  of  appr oval  on 

BBC Radi o 2

Wel l ,  we l ai d good f oundat i ons. Remember  Monday di dn' t  come wi t h a copycat  E

ur odance hi t ,  or  an i nsi pi d bal l ad. The vocal s wer e st r ong. The st agi ng conveyed 

per sonal i t y. Thei r  ener gy was i nf ect i ous and t hey made f r i ends acr oss Eur ope,  

becomi ng gr eat  ambassador s f or  the UK i n t he cont est . Thei r  88 j ur y poi nt s al mos

t  doubl ed l ast  year ' s scor e. We j ust  have t o f i nd a way t o get  t he publ i c vot e b

ack on si de. I n ot her  wor ds,  we shoul dn' t  be too down on t he band t hemsel ves,  a

s Scot t  Mi l l s and Gr aham Nor t on di scussed on Radi o 2 t hi s weekend. " I  t hought  t he

y wer e spectacul ar ,  so I  don' t  r eal l y mi nd wher e t hey  pl ace,  because i t ' s not  e

mbar r assi ng, "  sai d Mi l l s. " I ' m wi t h you, "  Nor t on agr eed. " They' r e so l i keabl e. W
hat ever  happens,  t hey wal k away heads hel d hi gh."  Mi l l s caut i oned agai nst  t he

 cr eepi ng al l ur e of  cyni ci sm. " Ther e' s a sect i on of  fans [ who]  wi l l  compl ai n ever



y year ,  what ever  t he UK does: ' Oh,  t he song' s t oo gener i c,  t he vocal s ar en' t  g

r eat .'  " We coul d send Adel e and t hey' d have somet hi ng hor r i bl e t o say. " Bu

t  t he whol e t hi ng about  Eur ovi si on i s t hat  i t ' s f un and i t ' s j oy t hr ough musi c… so

 pl ease don' t  spoi l  i t . Go and be mi ser abl e somewher e el se."  And t hat ' s ex act l
y t he at t i t ude we need. The UK' s never  goi ng t o at t r act  wor l d-cl ass t al ent  i f  

al l  we do i s l ook down on t he cont est  and appr oach i t  wi t h a def eati st  at t i t u

de.

Lucki l y,  t hr ee peopl e have al r eady put  t hei r  names i n t he r i ng f or  nex t  year .

 " Li st en, "  sai d Remember  Monday' s Laur en Byr ne when I  bumped i nt o her  backst age o

n Thur sday. " I f  we do r eal l y badl y,  we' r e j ust  gonna keep comi ng back unti l  w

e wi n."  We' l l  r emember ,  Remember  Monday. See you i n Vi enna nex t  year .


